WARDROBES 


SLIDING DOORS 
WALES COM 
016S6-657S2& 


Bridgend & Porthcawl 



ie Your ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 


TWt fKl 
LXXJhT HT5ICC 
FUND 



Established 1983 


Dry Carpet 
Cleaning 
Specialist 

• No Drying Time 

• No Shrinkage 


Free Estimates 

01656 648043 


www.bridgend-today.co.uk » www.porthcawl-today.co.uk THURSDAY, JANUARY 30TH, 2014 


2014 VALE OF GLAMORGAN BUILDING tx 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS 8-PAGE SPECIAL £&£ 


BRO MORGANNWG 


Judge jails man 
- then criticises 
the CPS for 
their 'grievous 
undercharge’ 


DOLLS - BUT NO GUYS! 


ENRAGED at being dropped by his girl¬ 
friend of six months, a man attacked her 
and kicked her in the face, Cardiff Crown 
Court has heard, AJ SICLUNA reports. 

Shortly before, 23-year-old Nathan Tantrum had 
texted her a message which read: “I’m going to 
smash your ******* head in now.” 

Tantrum, of Georgian Way, Brackla, had been 



committed to the Crown Court for sentence by 
Bridgend Magistrates after being convicted of three 
offences of assault, and using threatening words and 
behaviour. He was also in breach of an eight-month 
suspended sentence for affray. 

He was jailed for a total of 14 months, and 
ordered to pay a victim surcharge of £80. 

Said Judge Tom Crowther QC: “You kicked a 
prone girl in the face. You have a history of violent 
behaviour and you’re plainly violent under the influ¬ 
ence of alcohol.” 

Prosecutor David Pugh said Shannon Thomas had 
a six-month relationship with Tantrum, but on 
November 16, she told him it was over. 

There had been incidents of violence in the past, 
he said. Later, she was in The Roof pub in Bridgend 
with a friend and received a threatening text message 
from Tantrum. 

Soon after, she became aware of him in the pub 
when he barged into her. 

A friend told her: “Just run”. 

Said Mr Pugh: “In the beer garden, he grabbed her 
and threw her to the ground. He was approached by 
a woman, Brogan Miles, and Tantrum knocked her 
to the ground.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 23) 
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RECLAMATION & BUILDING SALVAGE 


Visit our fully stocked salvage yard 

Oak Fireplace 
Beams and 
Slate Hearths 
All sizes in stock 



www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Sat & Sun 8.30am-12noon. Weekdays 8.30am-4.15pm 


Get fit and 
lose weight... 

ALL FOR A 
GOOD CAUSE! 

A man from weight, writes TIM 
Bridgend, who is CHAPMAN. 
the driving force Darnel Nadzo (42) is 
, , . , ., . well known in Bridgend 

behind the River and the neighbouring 
Africa charity, is Vale for his fund-raising 
encouraging people initiatives for a cause that 
. „„„„ ” 4 -I k. is committed to con- 

to support it by get- struct j n g a ‘ mo ther and 

ting fit and losing baby’ hospital in 
Zimbabwe, and a wider 
health provision in the 
country. 

He said: “At the 
moment in the UK we are 
suffering from an obesity 
epidemic. There are a lot 
of health benefits in run¬ 
ning and I hope people 
will get involved in spon¬ 
sored runs, lose weight 
and raise funds for a 
worthwhile cause. 

“We want to reduce 
the unnecessary and pre¬ 
ventable deaths of moth¬ 
ers and infants in 
Zimbabwe. 

“If people want more 
information all they have 
to do is go to the website: 
teamriverafrica. org. 

“Keeping fit can help 
people with a whole 
range of health problems 
such as diabetes, heart 
issues, bone fragility and 
Alzheimer’s.” 

Daniel completed a 
half marathon in Conwy 
in November, and knows 
what it is like to prepare 
from scratch. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 23) 



Porthcawl Comprehensive’s school’s show, 
the Broadway classic, Guys and Dolls, 
opened last night in the Grand Pavilion, and 
runs until Saturday, February 1. See next 
week’s GEM for review and pictures! 
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8 AIR CADETS 
AIMING FOR 
THE HEIGHTS 



Eight cadets recently attended 
an aerospace course in Mountain Ash. 


READERS’ LETTERS 


GAP BETWEEN 
RICH AND POOR 
IS STILL WITH US 


T HIS year marks 
the 100th 
anniversary of 
the beginning of the 
First World War, 
when thousands of 
poor and unemployed 
men volunteered to 
lay down their lives. 

Many of them were 
rejected because they 
were medically unfit, on 
account of rickets, an 
illness caused by under¬ 
nourishment and inade¬ 
quate diet. 

In one of the richest 
nations on the planet, 
the fruits of the earth 
were divided so unjustly 
that many citizens 


starved, while the nobil¬ 
ity of ‘Downton Abbey’ 
were presented at court. 

In 1914, it was the 
indifference and neglect 
of the poor, by the 
wealthy, which must 
condemn them for ever. 

The present 
Government has gone 
much further, not only 
in its subservience to 
bankers and media mag¬ 
nates, but in a deter¬ 
mined policy, that 
deprives and depresses 
the living standards of 
the poor. 

CN Westerman, 
Brynna. 


'Better to link up 
with Bridgend’ 


W HAT’S the 
sense in 
Cardiff 

Council combining 
with Barry, but not, 
for example, with 
Caerphilly? 

The western Vale 
looks more to Bridgend: 
hospital/waste/education 
services may well be 
better combined with 
Bridgend’s - as well as 
the rural/coastal charac¬ 
ter chiming with 
Bridgend. 

With the move to 
city-region planning for 
transport etc, why cut 
across it with what 
would amount to 
absorption of the Vale 
into part of the Cardiff 
region? 


The autocratic one- 
party rule with power 
switching in Cardiff has 
been crippling, with 
grandiose business plans 
rammed through, and no 
political arty prepared to 
make vital changes to 
tackle the car domina¬ 
tion/congestion. 

One-party rule is far 
from democratic - let’s 
bring in PR voting (pro¬ 
portional representation) 
and properly adopt 
coalition politics with 
cross-party decision 
making - with public 
debate a reality, instead 
of tame focus groups. 
Max Wallis, 

Barry. 


UNDER the supervi¬ 
sion of Fit Sgt(ATC) 
Kevin Gould, eight 
cadets from Kenfig 
Hill, Bridgend, 
Pencoed and 
Porthcawl RAF Air 
Cadets attended a 
basic aerospace 
course at 1184 
(Mountain Ash) 
Squadron. 

The first of three 
courses sees cadets 
building their knowledge 
and confidence to later 
attend an Air Cadet qual¬ 
ified air instructors 
course. When cadets 
have passed the QAIC it 
allows them to attend air 
shows to instruct on the 
RAF Air Cadets mobile 
flight simulators. 

The cadets were 
instructed on modules of 
airmanship and the prin¬ 
ciples of flight. Using a 
flight simulator, they 
experienced how to take 
off, fly a left handed cir¬ 
cuit, and land in a small 
single engine aircraft. 

All cadets passed the 
course and were present¬ 
ed with course certifi¬ 
cates by Deputy 
Regional Aerospace 
Officer Fit Lt P 
Manning. 

Lindsay Thomas, 

Secretary Civilian 
Committee 


Lib-Dem 

surgeries 

THE Welsh Liberal 
Democrat Assembly 
Member for South 
Wales West, Peter 
Black, will be holding 
advice surgeries 
Tomorrow (Friday, 
January 31). 

He will be in Pencoed 
Library from 2pm to 
3pm. 

He will then be in 
Porthcawl Library 
from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm. 

No appointment is 
necessary. 


Maesteg store 
aids Noah’s 


JUST before 

Christmas, SPAR 
Maesteg 247 fore¬ 
court raised over 
£500 at their charity 
Christmas party for 
Noah’s Ark, the offi¬ 
cial charity of the 
Children’s Hospital 
for Wales. 

Elvis, Santa’s Elf, 
Dorothy, Baby Jane, PC 
Penny and Rudolph 
(SPAR Maesteg 247 
forecourt store managers 
Tony Cole and Ian 
Parkin, and store assis¬ 
tants Becky Davies, Joan 
Evans, Debbie Perry and 
Karen Parkin) sold raffle 
tickets for a fantastic 
SPAR hamper, and the 
top prize of a rugby ball 
signed by the Wales 
rugby team. 

Food-to-go assistant 
Joan Evans made and 
sold Christmas cup 
cakes, while local chil¬ 
dren enjoyed the ‘lucky 
dip’ at 50p a go. 

Children from Garth 
Primary School, 

Maesteg, loved seeing 
their SPAR Christmas 
colouring competition 
pictures displayed on the 
wall and in-store, 


Amanda Davies, busi¬ 
ness development man¬ 
ager, chose the prize¬ 
winning pictures, by 
Daniel Simmons, age 
five; Amelia Tarr, age 
five and Jaydn Davies, 
age five. 

SPAR Maesteg 247 
also donated tubs of 
Celebrations for the rest 
of the pupils at Garth 
Primary School. 

The Noah’s Ark chari¬ 
ty is currently working to 
raise £7 million to com¬ 
plete Phase Two of the 
Children’s Hospital for 
Wales. 

The hospital’s teenage 
cancer trust unit is now 
the largest of its kind in 
the UK, while specialist 
mobile scanners and 
biopsy kits allow for very 
sick children to be diag¬ 
nosed at home. 

“Well done to all the 
management and staff’, 
said Amanda Davies. 
“This is a fantastic cause 
which is close to our 
hearts at SPAR Maesteg 
247, and we are proud to 
support the Noah’s Ark 
Charity. 

“Thank you to our 
loyal customers for join¬ 
ing in the fun and giving 
so generously.” 


GINGER IS A 
CLASS ACT! 


The GEM has joined forces with the 
Dogs Trust to find caring new owners 
for animals at its Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre (Telephone 01656 725219). 


GINGER is an 
eight-month old 
crossbreed. She 
came to Dogs Trust 
after being picked 
up as a stray, and is 
a very sweet girl. 

“She can be a little 
quiet and uncertain when 
meeting new dogs, but 
we feel this will improve 
with lots of positive 
experiences and confi¬ 
dence building. She 
would really benefit from living with another dog, 
who will help to improve her confidence. 

“She is an active girl, and really enjoys a good 
off-lead run. She can live with children of eight 
years and over. Ginger is affectionate and loving 
with her carers, and is sure to develop into a super 
little dog for an active family. 

“If you can offer Ginger a loving home, please 
call 01656 725219 or pop into Dogs Trust 
Bridgend, Tues-Sun, 12pm - 4pm. If Ginger’s not 
the dog for you, we always have plenty of other 
lovely dogs looking for lovely homes - please visit 
us and see if you can find your new best friend!” 

LINDA FEAGAN 



COLEG Cymunedol 
Y Dderwen will soon 
become the first sec¬ 
ondary school in 
Wales that provides 
an iPad for all 
pupils. 

All students in years 
9 to 13 already have 
their own individual 
iPad minis, while the 
younger children in 
years 7 and 8 will soon 
be equipped with the 
modern learning tool, 
too. 

The £34m compre¬ 
hensive school opened 
in September, and 
headteacher Andrew 
Warren said: “Even 
though we are in the 
early days, the use of 
iPads at the school is 
gathering momentum 
and we are already see¬ 
ing not only more 
engagement with learn¬ 
ing, but also deeper 
learning. 

“The iPad inspires 
the pupils to be creative 
and contains features 
that you won’t find in 
any other educational 
tool, all on a device that 


Last funding call 
by grants project 

A GRANTS programme that has been helping 
to transform south Wales communities since it 
was established in 2010, is calling on social 
enterprises in Bridgend county borough to 
apply for funding before it ends. 

The South-East Wales Community Economic 
Development Programme (SEWCED) is a £13.5 
million programme supported by the European 
Regional Development Fund through the Welsh 
Government, delivered in partnership by six local 
authorities, including Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC). 

For more information,, contact BCBC’s social 
economy officer Carly McCreesh on 01656 815323 
or email carly.mccreesh@bridgend.gov.uk. 


iPADS FOR ALL! 

A first for Tondu’s 
new ‘super school’ 


students really want to 
use. 

“Students at our 
school have the oppor¬ 
tunity to use apps, so 
that they can engage 
with content in interac¬ 
tive ways, find informa¬ 
tion in an instant, and 
access an entire library 
wherever they go. 

“Within the school, 
we have done away with 
projectors and interac¬ 
tive whiteboards and 
instead we have flat 
screen TVs with Apple 
TV attached that allow 
both students and 
teachers to display con¬ 
tent and learning mate¬ 
rials. 

“Interactive technol¬ 
ogy makes learning 
more engaging and 
memorable, and tools 
such as audio and video 
recorders can change 
the way that learning 
takes place and home¬ 
work is completed.” 

Coun Huw David, 
BCBC cabinet member 
for children, said: “The 
new Coleg Cymunedol 
Y Dderwen is already 
pushing the boundaries 


of education by creat¬ 
ing an environment 
that will inspire chil¬ 
dren to achieve their 
maximum potential. 
With first class facilities 
throughout the school, 
and now iPads, pupils 
are being given every 
opportunity to excel. 

“Using iPads along¬ 
side more traditional 
learning methods can 
be an extremely effec¬ 
tive way of engaging 
pupils in learning, with 
so much instant access 
to educational materi¬ 
als.” 


Zumba classes 
are a success 
in Evanstoum 

RESIDENTS in Communities First 

Evanstown are Bridgend, said: “We’re 

dancing their way to so pl ease d that the 
improved health and Zumba fitness course is 
fitness, thanks to a 
new Communities 
First and Halo 
Leisure initiative. 

The two organisations weeks. ” 
are to encourage people The Communities 
to get active, by provid¬ 
ing free Zumba Fitness 
classes for a six-week 
period. 


proving such a success 
in Evanstown and we 
hope to see more resi¬ 
dents coming to join us 
over the next few 


First and Halo Leisure 
free Zumba fitness taster 
classes for Evanstown 
residents take place in 


Zumba fimess instruc- Evanstown Community 

'iir l\/I mh/o 11 /o A Lnmrv nm 


Centre, 6.30pm-7.30pm, 
every Wednesday until 
February 19. Over 18s 
only. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Fay, 
Communities First, on 


tor Michelle Alparslan 
from Halo Leisure is 
running classes every 
Wednesday at 6.30pm in 
Evanstown Community 
Centre. 

The project came 
about after Communities 01656 815136. 
First staff consulted with 
members of the 
Evanstown community, 
who said that they would 
like to be more active 
but found it difficult for 
a variety of reasons. 

Dean Protheroe, 
multi-site manager for 
Halo Leisure, said: “It’s 
vital that we encourage 
people to take part in 
some form of physical 
activity. By forming a 
partnership with 
Communities First, we 
are able to increase the 
number of opportunities 
available to local people 
and enable them to start 
to lead a healthier 
lifestyle. ” 

Lynne Berry, partner¬ 
ship and integration 
manager for 


Funding 
for BID 
schemes 

HOUSING and 
Regeneration 
Minister, Carl 
Sargeant, has 
announced that 
Bridgend will 
receive Welsh 
Government fund¬ 
ing, to develop 
Business 
Improvement 
District (BID) plans. 

Funding, totalling 
over £200,000, will be 
split between nine areas 
across Wales selected 
after an application 
process which saw 14 
areas apply based on pre¬ 
determined criteria - 
and with an expectation 
that each area attracts 
match-funding of at least 
25 per cent from other 
sources. 

The Minister said: 
“Business Improvement 
Districts have a good 
track record in bringing 
together local businesses 
and other stakeholders to 
explore ways of improv¬ 
ing the local 

“That’s why support¬ 
ing work to develop 
more BIDs is a key task 
in our regeneration 
framework, ‘Vibrant and 
Viable Places’.” 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 6) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

30 Thur 

05.39 

9.9 

18.07 

10.0 

31 Fri 

06.30 

10.4 

18.57 

10.3 

01 Sat 

07.17 

10.6 

19.41 

10.4 

02 Sun 

08.02 

10.8 

20.22 

10.5 

03 Mon 

08.48 

10.6 

21.07 

10.1 

04 Tues 

09.28 

10.3 

21.49 

9.6 

05 Wed 

10.08 

9.5 

22.22 

9.1 

06 Thur 

10.52 

8.9 

23.14 

8.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Push broke a local 
builder’s cheekbone 


A SELF-EMPLOYED 
Porthcawl builder was pre¬ 
vented from working for 
some time and had to wear 
a face mask - after being 
attacked in the town. 

The man responsible, Stephen 
Swain, admitted inflicting griev¬ 
ous bodily harm on Lee Lewis. 

Swain, 31, of The Avenue, 
Pontygwaith, was jailed for 10 
months, the sentence suspended 
for a year. He was ordered to 
carry out 180 hours unpaid work 
and observe a six-week 8am to 
6pm curfew, which will involve 
electronic tagging. 


Prosecutor Laurence Jones, 
said Swain accepted pushing Mr 
Lewis, who fell to the ground and 
fractured a cheek-bone. 

The incident occurred in 
Suffolk Place, Porthcawl, when 
Mr Lewis was on his way to visit 
a friend. 

He saw three people arguing in 
a garden. Swain was present, 
wearing a camouflage jacket. 

“After that, Mr Lewis can only 
remember regaining conscious¬ 
ness in the Princess of Wales hos¬ 
pital. 

“When arrested, Swain said 
there had been a dispute and he 
had pushed Mr Lewis with some 


force.” 

Mr Jones said that the victim 
could not work for a period, had 
to wear a face mask, and was dis¬ 
tressed by the injury. 

Swain was said to have convic¬ 
tions for assault, violent disorder, 
wounding with intent, causing 
actual bodily harm, assaulting the 
police and false imprisonment. 

His barrister, Joanna James, 
said: “The push was born out of 
anger and frustration during the 
argument. He didn’t anticipate 
causing this degree of harm.” 

She said he had turned to 
cannabis following the death of 
his parents. 


WOMAN ESCAPES JAIL 


A WOMAN who 
broke into the home 
of a neighbour, was 
told by a Recorder 
at Cardiff Crown 
Court that had she 
not pleaded guilty, 
she would have gone 
behind bars for six 
months. 

Gemma Norris (25) of 
Oxford Street, 

Pontycymmer, admitted 
burgling the flat of Adam 


Turner, a student, in 
Coity Road, Bridgend, 
on September 13. 

She also admitted 
stealing a laptop comput¬ 
er. 

She was sentenced to a 
community order involv¬ 
ing supervision for a year 
and directed to pay a vic¬ 
tim surcharge of £60. 

Prosecutor Ian Kolvin 
said that after burgling 
the flat, she took an elec¬ 
tric shaver and a bottle of 
aftershave. The follow- 


Lorry theft 
prompts police 
call for help 

POLICE are appealing for information 
from the public, following the theft of a 
white Daewoo drop-sided lorry from the 
Village Farm Industrial Estate in Pyle. 

The theft occurred between 5pm on Tuesday, 
January 21 and 6.30am the next day - after thieves 
forced the main gates open and stole part of a metal 
low loader weighing several tons. 

The lorry, registration number NX04FLH, and 
with the name Barford on the sides and loaded with 
a large quantity of steel, was stolen, along with four 
metal gates each 3.5 metres wide and a number of 
metal box sections. 

Maesteg local policing sergeant Mathew Lewis 
said: “This is a high-value theft with several thou¬ 
sand pounds worth of metal being taken, along with 
a valuable lorry.” 

Anyone with information is asked to contact 
Maesteg police station on 101, or free and anony¬ 
mously via Crime stoppers on 0800 555111 and quote 
reference 62140020768. 



CINEMA c 
returns to^7 , 
St Donats! 


i 


ing day, she stole a com¬ 
puter. 

Recorder Catherine 
Brown said that the 
crimes had caused dis¬ 
tress and upset to Mr 
Turner. 

“You were a neigh¬ 
bour at the time and he 
trusted you to the extent 
that he loaned you his 
keys. 

“You badgered him for 
a loan of his laptop but 
you stole it and sold it. 
Fortunately, it was recov¬ 
ered with most of the 
material still on it.” 

She added: “You 
abused his trust and peo¬ 
ple feel violated when 
this happens.” 

The month before, 
said the Recorder, Norris 
had been given a caution 


for handling stolen 
goods. 

“The police gave you 
a chance,” she added. 

She said that she had 
accepted that the 
offences occurred when 
Norris was addicted to 
heroin. That was not an 
excuse, but it was rele¬ 
vant. 

She said she also 
accepted that to some 
extent, she had been 
exploited by another per¬ 
son. 

She said: “You are 
now remorseful and have 
taken steps to address 
your drug habit.” 

If Norris had not 
pleaded guilty, she said, 
she would have gone to 
prison for six months. 


MIXED CHOIR 
LOOKING FOR 
NEW RECRUITS 


THE Mid- 
Glamorgan Mixed 
Choir ended the 
year with a festive 
concert at Zoar 
Chapel in 
Rhewceiliog, near 
Pencoed. 

There was a solo by 
musical director, 
Matthew Nash and Alec 
Brooks, accompanist, 
played his own jazz 
arrangement of ‘I’m 
dreaming of a white 
Christmas. ’ 

The first practice of 
2014 was on Thursday, 
January 9; it was a full 
house and four people 
were looking to join us. 

It is a good time to 
join the choir as we are 
going back to basics 
with singing and breath¬ 
ing techniques and also 
we will be learning 
brand new pieces! 
Rehearsals are going 


really well and our num¬ 
bers have increased with 
the return of new mem¬ 
bers! 

The focus for the next 
six weeks is preparing 
for our ‘Cawl a Chan ’ to 
celebrate St David’s 
Day. 

‘Cawl a Chan ’ is on 
February 28 at 6.30pm, 
in Pencoed Rugby Club. 

Come and join us for 
‘Soup and Song’ and cel¬ 
ebrate Wales’ special 
day! Tickets are £3.50 
which includes soup and 
bread, Welsh cakes and 
bara brith and singing 
that is full of ‘hwyl!’ 

We meet at the Bowls 
Pavilion in Pencoed on 
Thursday evenings from 
7.15 - 9.15pm. 

If you would like to 
join the choir, contact: 
midglamorganmixed- 
choir@outlook.com or 
call 07866810579. 

Carone Denny 
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Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625 019 
02920 291 000 



WWW. 

timeforyou 

.co.uk 


RSPCA seeks owner of 
lame horse on common 


RSPCA Cymru is 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation about a 
young female horse 
found on a common 
at Pantypwllau in 
Coity, Bridgend on 
January 8. 

The tri-coloured mare 
was struggling to walk 
because all four of her 
hooves were badly over¬ 
grown and split. 
Enquiries were made 
with commoners who 
graze their horses at the 
site and the local horse 
warden, but the owner is 
yet to be identified. 

The horse has now 
been removed and treat¬ 
ed by a vet while 
enquiries into who owns 
her are continuing. 

Inspector Nic De 
Celis said: “The horse’s 
hooves were in a horren¬ 
dous state, and she was 
struggling to walk. 

“Although she was 
with some other horses 
on the common, no-one 
has claimed ownership 
or seems to have any 
idea of where she came 
from. As she’s not 
microchipped we have 
no way of tracing an 
owner. Oddly, she was 
wearing a rug which 
suggests that someone 
does own her or has at 
least cared for her 
recently. 

“We are keen to hear 
from anyone who thinks 
they may know this 


horse or where she has 
come from”. 

Anyone who has 
information about this 
incident is asked to to 
contact the inspector’s 
information line on 0300 
123 8018 where they can 
leave a message for 
Inspector De Celis. All 
calls will be treated in 
confidence. 

To support the 
RSPCA, you can give £3 
now by texting HELP to 
78866 (text costs £3 plus 
one standard network 
rate message). 



The RSPCA are trying to identify this horse. 


£2.5m revamp is 
‘breathing new 
life into Maesteg’ 


ASSEMBLY 
Housing and 

Regeneration 
Minister, Carl 
Sargeant, visited 
Maesteg last week, 
to see how regener¬ 
ation work is mak¬ 
ing a real difference 
to the town centre. 

In a £2.5 million 
revamp, Bridgend 
council has created 13 
modern market units 
around a new market 
square, thanks to EU 
support totalling £1.7m 


and a further £500,000 
from the Welsh 
Government’s Western 
Valleys regeneration 
fund. 

The Minister said: 
“It’s great to see at first 
hand how this regener¬ 
ation work is breathing 
new life into Maesteg 
town centre. I am 
hugely impressed by 
the way these new, high 
quality market facili¬ 
ties have made the 
town centre a more 
attractive place for 
shoppers, visitors and 
investors. 


“The new market 
square is a wonderful 
new asset for the town. 
As it hosts events and 
activities in the months 
and years ahead, I’m 
sure it will be a great 
focal point for the local 
community. 

“I want this work to 
go further and so just 
last week I approved a 
£25,000 feasibility 
study to explore ways 
of creating additional 
facilities in the Town 
Hall. I will be following 
the progress of this 
with interest.” 


FREE LEGAL ADVICE 
FROM HUGHJAMES 



Kiilie Mr Cr.iith will be in your local .wj to talk about 

• Medical negligence Haims deluding missed fractures, birth injuries, 
cerebral palsy, mis-diagnosis and surgreal compikabons 

• Work plate injuries including factory, construction, agricultural, 
falling from height and fatal accidents 

• Industrial illness including asbestos exposure, crystalline silica 
exposure, mesothelioma, lung cancer, respiratory disease and 
deafness 

Katie will be at Brackla Community Centre, 1 Whitethorn Dr, 
Bridgend CF31 2PQ on the date listed below. 

Wed OS Feb 10am - 4.30pm 

No appontment is necessary, we can also arrange free 
telephone consultations and home visits. Contact: 

Katie McCraith 
T 0800 0938240 
E katie mccraith@ihughjanies.com 
W www.hughjames.com/bridgend 


♦ 

HUGH JAMES 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



AMBER 

CROWLE 

(See ‘Amber 
glow!’) 



Cawl a Chan 
THE Ogmore 
Valley Male Voice 
Choir was founded 
in 1982, and is one 
of the most enter¬ 
prising choirs in 
south Wales. 

It is the only choir 
that I am aware of 
which owns its own 
rehearsal and concert 
hall. It responds posi¬ 
tively to any request to 
raise money for local 
charities and support 
community event s. 

At present, it is 
rehearsing a new reper¬ 
toire for its St David’s 
Day concert. Entitled 
‘Cawl a Chan,’ the 
members of the audi¬ 
ence are provided with 
a bowl of cawl, Welsh 
cakes and bara brith in 
the cost of entry. 

The nice thing about 
this concert is that, as a 
thank you to the choir’s 
lady supporters, the 
choristers help prepare 
the food and act as 
waiters to deliver the 
food to each table. 

It is a friendly choir 
and welcomes three 
new members who have 
joined its ranks in the 
last month. 

They are Alan Parry, 
John Williams and Mike 
Collins. 

The choir rehearses 
in its Canolfan 


Bethlehem Centre, 
Commercial Street, 
Ogmore Vale, on 
Thursday evenings and 
will always welcome 
visitors and new mem¬ 
bers. For further infor¬ 
mation telephone John 
on 01656 841429. 

Amber glow! 

I HAVE been a friend 
and supporter of 
Tynyrheol Primary 
School, Llangeinor, for 
a number of years and 
as such, it is always a 
pleasure to hear about 
former pupils who 
have left and are still 
doing well further on 
in education. 

Such a pupil is 
Amber Crowle (pic¬ 
tured rar right). When 
she was at Tynyrheol, 
she took part in many 
different events and rep¬ 
resented the school on 
many occasions. 

The friends of the 
school each term donate 
a book to the most 
improved reader, and I 
had great pleasure in 
presenting a book to 
Amber. 

Amber also took part 
in activities outside the 
school, and one of her 
great interests was con¬ 
temporary dancing in 
Nadine’s School of 
Dance. 

She was a great com¬ 
petitor and won a num¬ 
ber of trophies. 


Amber is now at the 
new college in 
Ynysawdre ‘Y 
Dderwen’ and is a year- 
7 student in Amethyst 
college. She is making 
a name for herself with 
her prowess in basket¬ 
ball. 

I was pleased to 
hear that she has been 
selected to train with 
the Welsh girls basket¬ 
ball team, and next 
month has a real oppor¬ 
tunity in representing 
Wales against Ireland 
and Scotland. 

She has also joined 
the Cougars basketball 
team. 

Another pupil in 
Amethyst college who 
deserves a mention is 
year-8 student, Morgan 
Paget, a world champi¬ 
on kick boxer. 

In recent months, he 
has competed in the 
British finals, winning a 
gold and bronze medal. 

Children’s 
choir is busy 

THE Maesteg 
Children’s Choir had 
a very busy time at the 
end of last year when 
it performed at St 
David’s Church, as 
part of the Christmas 
Tree Festival, at Cwm 
Calon, Coytrahen, and 
at Zion Chapel with 
Take Note - which was 
the highlight leading 
up to Christmas. 


The choir is now 
looking to recruit new 
members as it prepares 
for the 28th annual con¬ 
cert, at Maesteg Town 
Hall in June. 

The choir rehearses 
every Saturday morn¬ 
ing, 10am to 12 noon at 
Plasnewydd Primary 
School, Castle Street, 
Maesteg, and it costs 
£2 a week to be a mem¬ 
ber. 

The musical director 
is Enid-Sian Hughes, 
who says the choir is 
looking for girls and 
boys who enjoy singing 
and making new friends 
- preferably aged from 
eight to 16 years - to 
come along and help 
keep the musical tradi¬ 
tion in the area alive. 

Welsh 

Wildlife 

Trust 

MEMBERS of the 
trust, which is based 
at Parc Slip Nature 


Reserve, Tondu, are 
holding a special exhi¬ 
bition in the visitors 
centre this week-end 
from Friday, January 
31, until Sunday, 
between 10am and 
4pm. 

The subject is 
‘Conservation in 
Action’, depicting pho¬ 
tographic evidence in 
areas unknown to the 
public. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Tomorrow, the pub¬ 
lic are also invited to go 
along and see if they 
can identify trees 
throughout the reserve, 
from 10am to 11am. 

There is a suggested 
donation of £2 which 
will be used for conser¬ 
vation on the reserve. 

Triple date 
for Gleemen 

THE Maesteg 
Gleemen Male Voice 
Choir has recently- 
completed a busy peri¬ 


od of engagements. 

Before Christmas, 
they led the hymn 
singing iat a wedding in 
Caerleon. 

Then, for the first 
time ever, they had 
three engagements on 
the same day, starting 
with a carol service in 
St David’s Church, 
Maesteg, followed by a 
bucket collection to 
raise money for a local 
charity by singing in 
Tesco store, Maesteg. 

Finally, in the 
evening, they performed 
at Bryn Community 
Centre for that commu¬ 
nity’s annual Christmas 
show for the children. 

The choir also per¬ 
formed at an event 
organised by Dr Gill 
Evans, to raise funds for 
the Caerau 
Development Trust 
Charity in Caerau 
Community Centre. 

The members con¬ 
cluded a busy period by 


entertaining the resi¬ 
dents of Orchard House 
in Barry. 

On Saturday, January 
18, the choir organised 
the ‘Young Singers’ 
competition in Maesteg 
Town Hall, open to 
youngsters residing 
throughout Bridgend. 

The finalists in this 
competition will be 
appearing in the choir’s 
annual concert later in 
the year. 

They are as follows: 

Aged 11-14: Kate 
Lay land (St Clare’s 
School, Porthcawl) and 
Naomi Jenkins 


(Bryntirion 

Comprehensive 

School). 

The 15-18 aged 
finalists were Emily 
Hunt (Bryntirion 
Comprehensive 
School'), Anwen 
Angharad Dixon 
(Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg 
Llangynwyd) and 
Sebastion Waters 
(Archbishop McGrath 
RC Comprehensive 
School). 

The reserve is 
Lauren Coates 
(Bryntirion 
Comprehensive 
School). 


New ‘star 9 explodes from 
a watermelon - as school 


launches journey into space! 




SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mini, Midi &Large 


/> 



Tipper Hire 
available 


Possibly the 
cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 


Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 


•Fast & Efficient 
Service 
•Friendly Staff 
•16Yard & Roll 
On Roll off 
Skips available 
•95% of our waste 
is recycled 
• Highway 
permits 
arranged when 
required 


Midi 

Builders 

Maxi 

Builders 

Large 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. Ol446 421072/73 3773 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk: 


ON January 22, a 
‘Stargazing 
Evening’ brought 
together experts in 
the field of astrono¬ 
my, including BBC 
Sky at Night presen¬ 
ter Chris North. 

More than 500 people 
attended the free event at 
Llantwit Major compre¬ 
hensive school, where 
they were able to view 
the solar system in a 
planetarium, see images 
from the Hubble tele¬ 
scope and handle moon 
rocks and other space 
artefacts. 

Mr Jones explosively 
produced a star from a 
watermelon, a feat which 
needed to be seen - and 
indeed heard - to be fully 
appreciated! 

Fortunately, the skies 
were clear, which offered 
great views of the night 
sky through the tele¬ 
scopes kindly supplied 
and manned by the 
Bridgend Astronomical 
Society, with Ieuan 
Williams (9SPD) being 
the first to spot Jupiter. 

Visitors were also able 
to enjoy craft activities 
and quizzes and indulge 
in Solar System-related 
treats, such as Mars bars 
and Milky Ways. 

Pupils can look for¬ 
ward to more space-relat¬ 
ed experiences as live 
images from the Faulkes 
Telescope are used in 
upcoming lessons. SL 


Society’s staff raises 
£70,000 for BHF Cymru 



Quiz League 
round-up 


ON Monday, January 
20, Llangewydd Arms 
maintained their lead 
in Division One with a 
win against Oldcastle 
A by 57 points to 49, 
while the other two 
results were a lot clos¬ 
er. 

Swan Nomads had a 
49-46 victory at 
Laleston Inn A, and 
Crown Inn A beat 
Tyrisha Royals 46^12. 
Crown stay second after 
their victory versus 
Tyrisha. 

In Division Two, the 
Crown Inn’s B team took 
over top spot by winning 
55-54 at Oldcastle B 
because Cabo Roche 
were beaten at home 
55-52 by Laleston Inn 
B. 

The local derby 
between the Pheasant 
teams was won by 
Gamekeepers, who made 
50 to the Poachers 47. 
The remaining game was 


won by Coychurch 
Wanderers who won 
50-39 at Pyle RFC. 

HERE ARE YOUR 

FOUR SPECIALS: 

1. In the Old 
Testament, who was the 
wife of Isaac and the 
mother of Jacob and 
Esau? 

2. Which famous 
author was a cousin of 
the British Prime 
Minister Stanley 
Baldwin? 

3. How many innings 
are there in a standard 
game of baseball? 

4. Which cocktail 
comprises vodka, tomato 
juice, lemon juice, 
Worcester sauce and salt 
and pepper? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 

iavpy i(pooig p 
•apis uaqjia 

£q auiu if jim ‘si •£ 

Sinjdiyf p,iv£pnu z 
•vaaaqayi j 
•SH3MSNV 


ALMOST £70,000 
was raised for its 
Charity of the Year, 
the British Heart 
Foundation Cymru 
(BHF), by the 
Principality 
Building Society. 

Throughout 2013, 
staff at the society’s 53 
branches and 17 agen¬ 
cies across Wales and the 
borders - including 
those in Bridgend, 
Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major and Porthcawl, 
completed a range of 
activities, from charity 
walks to bag packing 
and from cycle rides to 
cake sales. 

The impressive total 
was also boosted by 
donations generated 
from member votes at 
the society’s AGM in 
April, which raised 
£ 20 , 000 . 

Graeme Yorston, 
group chief executive 


said: “Our staff have had 
another fantastic year of 
fundraising, coming up 
with even more fun ways 
to raise money to sup¬ 
port this worthy charity. 

“We recognise the 
importance of the work 
that BHF Cymru does in 
our communities and we 
hope that the money we 
have raised will make a 
difference to help pro¬ 
vide equipment and sup¬ 
port this vital service in 
Wales.” 

Luke Mallett, BHF 
Cymru’s head of volun¬ 
teer fundraising, said: 
“The money raised will 
help the BHF to save 
more lives right across 
Wales.” 

• In the picture are: 
Sion Edwards of BHF 
Cymru, Siobhan Ivins of 
Principality, group chief 
executive Graeme 
Yorston, Danielle Smout 
of Principality and Luke 
Mallett of BHF Cymru. 


Read your GEM online 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
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GAYNOR’S LANDMARK 
30TH CELEBRATION 


PICTURED: (left to right), Mayoress Court Pauline James; Council Leader Mel Nott; Janice Gregory 
AM; Darren Mepham, Chief Executive BCBC; Vimla Patel; Mayor of Bridgend county borough, 
Coun Clive James; Joe Whiltshire-Smith; Phoebe Lewis. 

‘Lessons must be learnt 
from the Holocaust’ 


A BRIDGEND-based 
woman who began 
work at 17, is cele¬ 
brating after mark¬ 
ing a 30-year career 
at a leading training 
services provider. 

Gay nor Phillips, from 
Cefn Glas, a vocational 
training administrator at 
TSW Training, began 
working at the company in 
1984 after taking a busi¬ 
ness administration 

apprenticeship during sec¬ 
ondary school. 

Gaynor is the longest- 
standing member of staff 
and has seen TSW 
Training grow from seven 
to 50 employees. 



John Nash MD, Gaynor Phillips Vocational 
Training Administrator, Sian Jones Head of Finance. 


COUNCIL LEADER 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) 
has once again 
marked Holocaust 
Memorial Day with 
a special event to 


remember the vic¬ 
tims of Nazi perse¬ 
cution and subse¬ 
quent genocides. 

The annual Holocaust 
Memorial Day event 
aims to commemorate 


victims, honour sur¬ 
vivors and commit to 
tackling prejudice, dis¬ 
crimination and racism 
in the present day. 

This year’s Holocaust 
Memorial Day theme 
was ‘Journeys’, chal¬ 
lenging people in the 
UK today to learn of the 
multitude of journeys 
that people were forced 
to undertake, in fear of 
what would be found at 
the end. 

The BCBC event, 
held in the council 
chamber at the Civic 
Offices, also marked the 
20 year anniversary of 
the Rwandan genocide, 
where approximately 
one million Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus were 
murdered in 100 days. 

A video featuring 
Rwandan survivor 
Apolinaire Kageruka 
was shown, in which 
described how his mum, 
dad, brothers and sister 
were all murdered. 

The special guest 
speaker was Ugandan 
Indian Vimla Patel, who 
was forced out of 
Uganda by Idi Amin in 
1972. As well as speak¬ 
ing of Idi Amin’s cam¬ 
paign of ‘de-indianisa- 
tion’, Vimla spoke of 
her journey to the UK, 
and how she settled in 
Cardiff, helping her 
community throughout 
her life. 

Speaking at the 
event, Vimla said: “We 
have to take our chil¬ 
dren and our grandchil¬ 
dren forward into a 
world of peace where 
every human being is 
considered sacred and 
special, regardless of 
their colour, creed or 
gender.” 

As part of the cere¬ 
mony, the traditional 
‘Seven Statements of 
Commitment’ were read 
by prominent members 
of the community, a 
candle of remembrance 
was lit by Mayor Clive 
James, and a 20-second 
silence was observed to 
remember all those lost 
in the Holocaust and the 
genocides in Armenia, 
Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur. 

Lowri Foster-Davies, 
a harpist from the coun¬ 
cil’s music service, 


opened and closed the 
ceremony, which was 
hosted by Joe 
Whiltshire-Smith and 
Phoebe Lewis from 
Bridgend Youth Theatre. 

In keeping with the 
theme, the Bridgend 
Stroke Association 
Choir sang ‘He ain’t 
heavy, he’s my brother’, 
as the audience watched 
a series of photographs 
reflecting images of 
genocide. 

The invited guests 
represented a wide 
cross-section of the 
community and includ¬ 
ed the police, religious 
and community groups, 
schools, charities and 
campaigners. 

Council Leader Mel 
Nott, who also spoke at 
the event, said: “I am 
extremely proud that 
BCBC continues its tra¬ 
dition of marking 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day each year, with 
partners and representa¬ 
tives of our community. 

“We are committed to 
remembering the mil¬ 
lions who have been 
murdered in the 
Holocaust and the geno¬ 
cides in Armenia, 
Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur. 

“We will continue to 
stand by those who 
were forced to live 
through horrendous 
experiences, and take 
those forced journeys of 
terror and persecution. 

“Lessons must be 
learnt in order to chal¬ 
lenge and overcome 
hatred and persecution 
in our communities, cre¬ 
ating a safer future 
based on respect and 
understanding. 

“We must ensure that 
people are inspired to 
make a difference and 
help others to ensure 
that their own journeys 
are filled with hope and 
happiness.” 

The event was filmed 
and is now available to 
view online from the 
homepage of BCBC’s 
website at www.brid 
gend.gov.uk. 


Hearing 

Tests 

%# tt •# /!"* W ♦ 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 

•The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 
•The World’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 


I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3 EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


Help with changes 
to Housing Benefit 


m 

Department 

txWtofkA 


Working oge people king m social housing no* recede Hojsing Benef* 
ba^rd on the rurrber of people in their household and the sue of ther 
orrornrnodatkm Pensioners ore not affected by this change. 

The cnx>gc betas fcrriies who ise n cucfcrcwded accorrmodabon or on 
wooing Ms to find a new heme People who rent from pri*** toodlcrd* okeady 
get Housing Benefit in this way, and this rrofces it fair far everyone. 


If you o*e effected, you should hove heard from your couno 
There ts support to he£ you manage these changes, 
including 

• fhrknq about dcwnsrcng or home swapping' to a , 

different Wed property r 

• bnrtrng ojoto or tnrremng yft/ hours<on rrr.te you 
better off 

• applying to your cauncl for o Phcmianory Housing 
Payment. 



Fnd ojt mom about oil your options ot 

www.gov.uk/hosJsin9-beneOt or tak to your counci. 


m 

Help gyda newidiadau a Ptxnsyrnu 

i Fudd-dal Tai 


Moe pool 0 oedron gwerthio s/n byw mewn to cymdeithosol yn cod 
Budd-ctal To yn sebedig or y nder o bob! sytkl yn eu cortref a mant eu 
llety Ni eha«ff pemiynwyr eu heffeithio gan y newid hwn. 

Moe'r newd Hap yn hetpj ’.euUoeod sy h byw mewn llety gorlcwn neu or 
rostraj arcs 1 ddod o hyd 1 gortref nowyckl Mac pobi syh rhexu gan landkmhad 
preifot ehO€S yn cot* Bodd-dol Toi yn y mock) hen, oc moe hyn yn ei Qwn&id yn 
deg«ba*b. 

0s cewch e*ch effedho. dylecn ftx) wedi tly*ed Qon 
eich cyngar. 

Mae cymortb a» goH fch hefcu i redi> r«*v»dodoj 
hyn 

• ystyried symjd neu’gyfnewid cortref 1 etddco 
AOharcl fart 

• gall dded 0 tyd 1 swydd reu g>nyddu erch onau erch 
gwneud yn *vt ech byd 

• gwncud cos fch cyngor am [>a»od kii Dewed 

1 gopl mwy a wybodoeth wch i 
www.gav.uk/housing-beneftt neu scKOdwch G’ch cyngcr. 
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Never a dull moment as days 
gather pace at Westminster... 


D AYS zoom past so fast in 

Westminster, so you are always 
ready to move on to ‘what’s next’. 
The days become more complex when 
they involve meetings outside of the 
Commons. 

What if there is a vote? What if there is an 
urgent question or statement and I miss it? Is it a 
good use of my time? 

Tuesday was one of those days. I agreed to 
travel to Camden to the British Transport Police 
HQ to give the introductory presentation to a meet¬ 
ing discussing policing and suicide. 

Police officers from forces across the country 
were present, including a very knowledgeable sen¬ 
ior officer from South Wales Police. 

There were also representatives from Health 
from the four UK administrations, academia and 
the third sector, including Samaritans and Papyrus 
- a meeting with an impressive collection of pro¬ 
fessionals seeking a way forward in this complex 
area. 

I was especially pleased to see a representative 
of the coroners’ society there, as coroners play a 
vital role in supporting bereaved families, provid¬ 
ing statistics on the numbers of suicide deaths and 
profiling high risks locally. I have great hopes for 
this new group. 

Returning to the Commons and ignoring the 
siren call of all of the shops and eateries of 
Camden Lock, I heard a man, shouting through a 
megaphone for illegal immigrants to hand them¬ 
selves in to him as a representative of the Border 
Agency. 

I am told this was a spoof for a wel- known 
comedy programme, but just for a minute, I 
believed the UK border agency could be doing 
this. If you see this sketch on a TV programme, 
look out for one very bemused MP walking past. 

Back in the Commons, the Defence Select 
Committee was taking evidence on the mental 
health impact of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
It was a pleasure to take evidence from such emi¬ 
nent experts in the field of military mental health, 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
is writing an 
exclusive column 
from Westminster 
for GEM readers. 



and good to hear that military service does not 
increase the chances of having mental health prob¬ 
lems, a prison sentence, being homeless or a drug 
or alcohol problem. 

There are problems in all of these areas but not 
statistically higher than in the wider population. 

The old chestnut of more people dying by sui¬ 
cide after the Falklands war, than those who died 
during the war, was laid to rest as a total fabrica¬ 
tion. 

The meeting ended with a call to vote in the 
Commons before heading off to the next meeting. 

I co-chair the All Party Kidney Group (APPG) 
with fellow Welsh MP Glyn Davies. 

We had two topics on the agenda: the use of cal¬ 
cium based binders for treating high blood phos¬ 
phates in chronic kidney disease, and improving 
kidney donations and transplantation within UK 
black and minority ethnic (BME) communities. 

These meetings sound heavy, but because the 
evidence given is from patients and experts, they 
are always insightful and clear. Around 4.1 per 
cent or 2,400,000 of the adult population have kid¬ 
ney disease. 

Those with chronic kidney disease probably 
have other conditions, such as diabetes and high 
blood pressure and will be on dialysis and will 
eventually have too much phosphate in their blood 
stream. 

High levels of phosphate can cause heart 
attacks, strokes, increased risk of bone fractures 
and hospitalisation. High levels of phosphate can 


be controlled by taking drugs. 

The National Institute for Clinical Evidence 
(NICE), an independent body which decides on 
drug and treatment approvals for governments, has 
issued guidelines agreeing the use of calcium- 
based phosphate binders rather than calcium free 
binders. The calcium binders are cheaper. 

A recent article, in the medical journal, The 
Lancet, shows kidney patients taking the calcium- 
based binders have a 22 per cent higher risk of 
dying than those on the calcium-free binder. 

The other major risk is the development of cal- 
ciphylaxis, extremely painful and potentially lethal, 
lesions. 

As Chairs of the APPG, we will write to NICE 
and to the four UK administrations expressing our 
concern in relation to the guidance. 

Our second topic covered the low number of 
black and minority ethnic community organ 
donors. For many in the BEM communities, there 
have been concerns that donation may infringe 
religious practices. We now have confirmation 
that no religious beliefs prevent donation or trans¬ 
plant. Our next task is to spread understanding of 
this. 

At this point in the day, my focus changes to 
Syria and planning for an interview for BBC Wales 
the next morning. I also prepared for a meeting 
with The First Sea Lord to discuss British navy 
capability and a discussion on the commemoration 
for World War I with the BBC. 

There was also a meeting with BT to discuss 
superfast broadband roll-out across Wales and the 
Welsh Grand Committee the next day to prepare 
for. 

Days are never dull; they are always varied and 
never hold enough minutes to do all that you 
would wish to do. In those minutes, as you power 
walk between meetings, there is time to look at 
emails, make phone calls and even tweet; no 
minute unproductive. 


BRIDGEND 

PLANNING 


Mr Thomas Wooldridge 

- 39 Taliesin Close, 
Pencoed - Reduce oak 
trees by 30 per cent. 
Evangelical Movement 
of Wales - South Road, 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate - Fascia signs to 
sides and rear of build¬ 
ing. 

Mrs Aimee Kerton - 22 
Cae Odin, Brackla - 
Change of use of dining 
room to dog grooming 
parlour. 

Busy Bees Group Ltd - 
Just Learning Nursery, 
Gentle Way, Bridgend - 

Replacement and new 
signage. 

Mr Patrick Serrell - 24 
Gregory Close, Pencoed 

- Crown reduce and 
prune back branches of 
oak trees. 

Mrs Paula Davies - 5 
Elm Rise, Sarn - Two 
storey extension to side 
and rear. 

Mr R Collins - 10 
Glenwood Close, 
Coychurch - Proposed 
two storey side exten¬ 
sion. 

Lidl UK GMBH - Lidl 
Foodstore, Pentre Felin, 
Tondu - Extension to 
foodstore including 
external trolley bay and 
associated groundworks. 
Atkins Limited - 
Porthcawl town beach 
coastal defences, 

Porthcawl - Proposed 
screening opinion for 
proposed work to coastal 
defences. 

Mr and Mrs Norman - 12 
Clos-y-Grug, 
Porthcawl - Two storey 
side and single storey 
rear extensions. 

Mr David Cartwright - 


13 De Londres Close, 
Porthcawl - Two storey 
side extension and single 
storey garage conversion. 
Gamesa Energy UK Ltd 

- Llynfi Afan Wind 
Farm - Erect one tempo¬ 
rary anemometry mast 
(80m high) at Llynfi 
Afan for three-year peri¬ 
od. 

Vodafone Ltd - Land at 
Neuadd Domos Farm, 
Maesteg - Replacement 
base station installation 
radio base station mast. 
Mr and Mrs Phil 
Smallcombe - 2 

Raphael Avenue, 
Brackla - Porch rear 
extension and loft con¬ 
version with rear dormer. 
Communities Directorate 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council - Unit 
40B, Sturmi Way, 
Village Farm Industrial 
Estate - Proposed demo¬ 
lition of two storey 
office/ workshop. 

BCBC Parks and Playing 
Fields - The Old 
Pavilion, Welfare Park, 
Heol-y-Parc, 
Evanstown - Demolish 
the old Pavilion building. 
Mr John Bluck - 9 St 
Davids Way, Porthcawl 

- Single storey pitched 

roof bedroom extension. 
Cefn Cribbwr 

Community Council - 
Bedford Road (adja¬ 
cent 54 Cefn Road), 
Cefn Cribwr 
Construct stone feature 
walls incorporating 
carved slate plaques. 

Mr S Jones - 47 Dol 
Nant Dderwen, 

Broadlands - Two 
storey side extension. 


NEW Year, NEW kitchen 
doors and worktops! 





AJLM 






Order your new 
doors and 
worktops and have 
a new oven, hob 
and extractor for 

£ 99 . 00 “ 


Kir m ne i* 

A tvmly run 
butimm with 
o *wr 10 yvnn 
of expertise 


Dear Door Doctor 

‘You and your 

colleagues were 

extremely helpful and 

polite throughout and 

nothing seemed to be 

too much trouble, it was 

, obvious that you took 

pride in your work. 

Jeff and Julie Joyce 


ASK ABOUT quartzize 

Th« quarts overlay whkh goes over your 
existing worktops - less fuss, less chaos 



Less mess, Less 
time, Less cost 

Using your existing cabinets, 
we will replace your doors and 
worktops rejuvenating 
your kitchen. 

Saving you 
money, mess 
and mayhem! 



01446 688018 / 01656 360027 5 

CONTACT 

SS?»fR« TO " www.door-doctor.co.uk 

CONSULTATION LINES OPEN MON SAT BAM 8PM, SUN 10AM 4PM 


sjooa 

«.4 
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BRITISH LEGION BRANCH CELEBRATES 
90 YEARS OF SERVICE IN PORTHCAWL 



ABOVE: 

Porthcawl Chairman, David Richards 
MBE, welcomes Guest of Honour, 

Mrs Kate Thomas CVO, JP, 

Lord Lieutenant of Mid Glamorgan, 
to the RBL Porthcawl 90th 
anniversary lunch. 

Report and photographs by 

KEITH E MORGAN 

FOR the second year running, the 
Porthcawl Branch of the Royal British 
Legion chose the Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel as its venue for a celebration. 

This year, it was to celebrate the founding of the 
branch 90 years ago in 1924. 

The Master of Ceremonies, John Berry, invited all 
the guests to join him at table while David Richards 
MBE, chairman of the branch, welcomed honoured 
guests Mrs Kate Thomas CVO, JP, Lord Lieutenant of 
Mid Glamorgan, and Peter Wilson, District Chairman 
of the SE District of The Royal British Legion, to the 
lunch. 

All present then stood for the entry of the Standard 
of the Porthcawl Branch of the Royal British Legion, 
which was marched into the room by Standard Bearer 
Raymond Street. 

The Last Post was sounded by Robert Young, dur¬ 
ing which the Standard was lowered, after which the 
exhortation was said by David Richards, and followed 
by the Two Minute Silence. Reveille saw the 
Standard raised again to receive the Kohima Epitaph, 
again recited by the branch chairman. 

Grace was said by the Rev Canon Philip Mason, 
chaplain to the branch, and following lunch, John 
Berry invited Coun Michael Clarke, Mayor of 
Porthcawl, to give his address. 

The Mayor thanked the branch for inviting him and 
the Mayoress, Coun Nora Clarke. He went on to say 
that the Royal British Legion was formed on May 15, 
1921, three years before the Porthcawl branch was 
founded, bringing together four national organisations 
of ex-servicemen that had been established after the 
Great War of 1914-1918. 

The situation after the war so moved Lance 
Bombardier Tom Ulster, a Lancastrian, that he decid¬ 
ed that if the Government was either unable or unwill¬ 
ing to do anything to improve the lives of ex-service¬ 
men, he would do something about it himself. 

This eventually led to the formation of the Royal 
British Legion. 

After giving a summary of all the good work car¬ 
ried out by the Royal British Legion nationwide, the 
Mayor drew his address to a close by congratulating 
the members of the Porthcawl branch on behalf of the 
Mayoress, himself and the town of Porthcawl, on 90 
years of support for servicemen, servicewomen and 
their families, and for generously giving their time 
and expertise to carry out this work. 

Before leading those present in a Toast to the Royal 
British Legion, the Mayor concluded by saying how 
pleased he was that young representatives of the Army 
Cadets, the Navy Cadets and the Royal Air Lorce 
Cadets had attended the celebration lunch. 

The branch chairman David Richards gave the 
response and Mrs Kate Thomas and Peter Wilson pre¬ 
sented the awards. 

The first award was made by the Lord Lieutenant, 
who presented a certificate to Peter J Buckle, record¬ 
ing that he had collected the marvellous sum of 
£1,370.89 at the 2013 Poppy Appeal. 

The district chairman then presented Mr Buckle 
with a five-year certification of appreciation before 
giving branch chairman David Richards a similar 
award, but this time a ten-year certificate. 

The lunch was brought to a close with an auction to 
raise funds for the branch. A numbered porcelain 
plate, decorated to commemorate the Battle of 
Trafalgar in 1805 and donated by branch member Mrs 
Pat Capron, was auctioned by Mr Richards, ably 
assisted by past branch chairman Ruth Birch. 

The lucky auction winner was none other than 
branch secretary and standard bearer, Raymond 
Street. 





ABOVE: 

Top table guests (left to right): Mrs Julie Wilson; Peter Wilson, District Chairman RBL 
SE Wales District; Mrs Kate Thomas, CVO, JP, Lord Lieutenant of Mid Glamorgan; 
David Richards MBE, chairman, RBL Porthcawl; Mrs J anise Richards, 
and Ruth Birch, past chairman, RBL Porthcawl. 


ABOVE: 
Couns Michael 
and Nora Clarke, 
Mayor and 
Mayoress of 
Porthcawl, with 
representatives of 
the Porthcawl Air 
Cadets, Army Cadets 
and Sea Cadets. 


ABOVE: 

M/C John Berry 
formally opens the 
proceedings for the 
90th anniversary 
lunch. 

BELOW: Mrs Pat 
Capron presented 
an engraved china 
plate commemorat¬ 
ing the Battle of 
Trafalgar in 1805, 
for auction to raise 
funds for the 
Porthcawl RBL. 


ABOVE: 

Peter J Buckle and 
Mrs Ruth Buckle 
posing with 
Peter’s two 
certificates. 


ABOVE: 

Making the address 
at the lunch was 
Coun Michael 
Clarke, the Mayor 
of Porthcawl. 


ABOVE: District 
Chairman Peter 
Wilson presenting 
Peter J Buckle with 
a five-year 
certificate of 
appreciation. 


RIGHT: Guests 
were entertained 
by the singers of 
‘Sounds Familiar’. 



_ 
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ABOVE±: Gwyn John will he 
officially presented with 
his BEM later this year. 


FOOTBALL 
STALWART’S 
THANKS FOR 
200 PLAUDITS 
FOLLOWING 
MEDAL NEWS 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


A Vale councillor 
has thanked the 
dozens of people 
from a wide area, 
including Bridgend, 
who have been in 
touch with him 
since he was award¬ 
ed a British Empire 
Medal in the New 
Year’s Honours 
List. 

Coun Gwyn John of 
Llantwit Major, was 
recognised for decades of 
service to grassroots 
football. 

What amazed Gwyn 
was that following a 
GEM story revealing the 
news, so many people 
had taken the time to 
thank him by card, email 
and on the streets of his 
home town. 

He has even had old 
pals who he hasn’t seen 
since the 1970s getting in 
touch. 

“I want to thank 
everyone for their good 


wishes - people have 
sent cards and emails, 
and have been kind 
enough to stop me in 
Llantwit to shake my 
hand. 

“I’ve heard from peo¬ 
ple as far away as 
America and Canada.” 

In the first edition of 
The GEM this year, we 
reported how Gwyn had 
received notice of being 
awarded the BEM on 
November 15, but had 
had to keep it a secret 
until just before the New 
Year when it was offi¬ 
cially announced. 

In 1962, Gwyn helped 
to set up Llantwit Major 
Athletic Football Club 
and was the assistant sec¬ 
retary. 

From that point on, he 
went on to serve local 
football as a player, 
coach, manager, club 
secretary and administra¬ 
tor. 


The letters are still 
coming in. One arrived 
from an old friend, Brian 
Lewis, who played in the 
first match of the 
reformed club in 1962. 

“Brian lives in Kent 
and used to sit next to me 
in primary school, and he 
recalled the early days of 
the club and the first 
players.” 

Brendan Sullivan, 
whose father played for 
Gwyn in the mid-70s, got 
in touch too - Gwyn had¬ 
n’t spoken to him for 40 
years. 

At a recent Swansea 
City match, Gwyn was 
walking down to the 
ground when former ref, 
Lyn Thomas, spotted him 
and shouted out his good 
wishes. 

Ann Thomas, the for¬ 
mer clerk of Llantwit 
Major, contacted him all 
the way from Canada. 

Gwyn said: “Sid 


Robling, the coach of 
Bridgend Town FC dur¬ 
ing its period of success 
in the 70s, sent me a card, 
and we then had a chat on 
the phone. 

“He’s a smashing guy 
and we hadn’t spoken 
since the 1974-75 sea¬ 
son.” 

There’s been some 
good-natured banter at 
the Vale Council, where 
Gwyn represents 

Llantwit Major. The PA 
to council leader Neil 
Moore, Jaci, came in 
with a mug emblazoned 
‘Big G’! 

“I’ve also had letters 
from the First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones, the Vale’s 
Assembly Member, Jane 
Hutt, the Vale’s MP Alun 
Cairns, Andrew RT 
Davies AM and the Lord 
Lieutenant, Peter Beck.” 

In all, Gwyn reckons 
he has had around 200 
letters and emails. 

He will soon hear 
when and where he will 
be awarded the BEM. 


Ty Elis benefits from quiz 



ON Sunday, January 
26,1 had the pleasure 
of presenting a 
cheque for £500 to Dr 
Parry from Ty Elis 
Counselling Service, 
based in Victoria 
Avenue, Porthcawl. 

The money has been 
raised from a Sunday 
evening quiz held at The 
Swan in Nottage over 
the last five weeks. I 
host the quiz and was 
delighted with the gen¬ 
erosity of fellow 
quizzers. 

Since January, the 
quiz has made £3,500 
for nine different chari¬ 
ties, which is an out¬ 
standing amount to help 
worthy causes. 

The money has been 
raised by donations of 
lOp for an incorrect 
answer and various other 
ways of raising funds. 

I would like to thank 
all those who took part 


in the quiz and also all 
the volunteers, my hus¬ 
band Andrew, Kay and 
David Boswell, Marion 
and Clive Jones, who 
collected the money, 
dealt out raffle tickets 
for correct answers and 
counted funds collected 
over the weeks. 

Thanks also go to the 
regular quizzers, people 
at the Swan Inn for their 
generous donations, and 
Merf for setting up his 
equipment. 

The quiz will continue 
at The Swan starting at 
6pm every Sunday, with 
the new fundraiser for 
Beth Margetson. All are 
welcome to participate, 
with no written pages. 

Come along and join 
in the fun at any time 
during the evening. 

HAYLEY 

WILLIAMS, 

hayley.williams550@y 

ahoo.com 


PACT meetings 
in the borough 

SARN/BRYNCOCH PACT, February 3 at Sarn 
Life Centre at 7pm. 

LLANGYNWYD PACT, February 5 at Shiloh 
Church at 6pm. 

BRYNCETHIN PACT, February 5, at Nazareth 
Chapel at 6pm. 

ABERKENFIG/PENYFAI PACT, February 
10, at Smyrna Chapel, Penyfai at 7pm. 

LLANGEINOR PACT, February 12 at the 
Richard Price Centre at 5.30pm. 

YNYSAWDRE PACT, February 12 at 
Ynysawdre Community Centre at 6pm. 

NANYMOEL/OGMORE VALE PACT, 
February 12 at Horeb Chapel, Nantymoel at 7pm. 

CAERAU PACT, February 17 at Noddfa Chapel 
at 6pm. 

PONTYCYMER/BLAENGARW PACT, 

February 17, the Garw Valley Leisure Centre at 
6pm. 

BETTWS PACT, February 20 at Bettws Life 
Centre at 2pm. 

BLACKMILL PACT, February 27 at Blackmill 
Community Centre at 6pm. 



ty hofan 

prardifcin 


is there room for the children 
of Wales in your will? 

Who would you rum to if you were told your son or daughter 
was expected to die in childhood** 

Since 1999. over 550 Welsh families have turned to Ty Hafan 
We are the leading charity in Wales dedicated lo the care and 
support of life-limited children and their families 

We want to make sure we can continue caring for children and 
their famibes long into the future You could help by including 
TJ Mafan in your Will 

tf you'd ttce more information before you decide, we re here to help 

contact us for a free information pack 

www.tyhafan.org/gift-in-a-will 
02920 532 265 
legacy (a) tyhafon.org 
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CYNFFIG SCHOOL TRIUMPHS IN COMPETITION 

Pupils’ bilingual board 
game comes out on top 



LEFT: 

The 

winners, 
Cynffig’s 
Counting 
Sheep, are 
presented 
* with their 
award. 



Members of Counting Sheep show 
off their bilingual game. 


FIVE students from 
Cynffig 

Comprehensive 
School have won the 
final of a national 
enterprise competi¬ 
tion - after coming 
up with an idea for 
a new bilingual 
board game. 

In a competition run 
by the WJEC in partner¬ 
ship with the National 
Museum, the pupils 
were set the challenge 
of creating an educa¬ 
tional game suitable for 
Welsh Baccalaureate 
learners studying eco¬ 
nomic and technological 
change. 

Cynffig’s ‘Counting 
Sheep’ team, made up of 
Lucy Davies, Georgia 
Thomas, Courtney 
O’Reilly, Delyth 
Maddock and Lauren 
Moore, took top spot for 
their game which led 
players through a day in 
the life of workers in 
early 20th Century 
Wales. 

The team pitched 



their idea to a panel of 
Welsh entrepreneurs and 
also produced details of 
their business planning 
and a prototype of the 
game. 

The girls’ presenta¬ 
tion wowed the judges 
and the museum even 
offered to sell the game 
in their gift shop if the 
team can find a supplier 
to produce it! 

A second team from 
Cynffig Comprehensive 
School was also named 
as one of the runners-up 
in the competition. 

Emma Vincent, 
regional support officer 
for the Welsh 
Baccalaureate said: “It 
has been a privilege for 
WJEC to work with 
National Museum Wales 
on this exciting initia¬ 
tive, giving students the 
opportunity to have a 
taste of life in the busi¬ 
ness world. 

“By taking part in the 
competition, students 
were able to complete 
many elements of their 
Welsh Baccalaureate 
qualification, and it was 
great to see the students 
pitching their ideas in 
the final. Who knows, 
we may have found the 
Welsh entrepreneurs of 
the future.” 


Pensioners 
holiday 
in Venice! 


THE new year 
started with fish 
and chip supper, fol¬ 
lowed by the AGM 
at Llantwit Major 
Pensioners’ Club - 
and both were pro¬ 
ductive. 

The election of com¬ 
mittee members resulted 
in retaining the existing 
committee plus three 
additional members, 
bringing the total to nine. 

We had a showing of a 
holiday in Venice during 
the carnival season - the 
photography was 

absolutely outstanding 
and the masks and finery 
were stunning. 

Anyone wanting to 
know more about our 
club is welcomed to join 
in on Tuesday evenings 
at 7pm. We have an 
exciting programme for 
future weeks, including 
Ogmore Valley choir, 
Marianne and her troupe, 
plus other entertainment. 

PRIMROSE 

GOLDSWORTHY 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't ri*p *ci* thn jud th»* Pinftl 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the lateet energy saving gtast? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


2 


.we make saving money perfectly clear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.ctoiidy2clear.com 


ROYAL 
NAVAL I 
RESERVE 




ROYAL I UFE WITHOUT LIMITS 
NAVY | 08456 00 32 22 

wmw royaliUYy.nuxl.uhiiuvyrtiirrvti 




NEXT OPEN DAY BEING HELD AT: 

LOCATION HMS CAMBRIA 
ADDRESS *br f v , ... * • Sul If 

South f T64 ?X\I 

DATF 12th Ev • nty 

TIME Frnm lo 2 

BOOR YOUR PI ACE TO SEE IE IT‘5 FOR YOU 

TCI 0&456CC 12 21 

Mil: 16-4C * S years residency - 

UC. Jrsh and Cctn-arr/VNlth Gtojrm 







EXPERIENCE OUR WAY OF LIFE ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE LIVE 
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Ortyms contemporary collection 

Solid construction & stunning lines. 




Stunning design 
4'6" bedframe. 
Great look, great 
price. 

RRP £259 Sale £129 


Sumptuous coil 
sprung 4'6"divan set 
with a generous layer 
of memory foam 

RRP £499 Sale £2491 


Cardiff 


Dreams 


Penarth 


wmm 


QinaBialie5tlEMer*C (IJDFR 


THESE OFFERS END SUNDAY 


The Olympic 3 seater sofa, amazing 
value in our Biggest Ever Supersale 

(Scatter cushions available at extra cost) 




Just a small selection from our huge 




A ^ 


M- 




RRP £1259 


Sale £629 


Table and 4 Hamley chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £499 


Heath painted bedroom range. This beautiful fully 
assembled painted range will add a touch of style and 
elegance to your bedroom; featuring classic styling and 
graceful curves, this collection of painted furniture 
features oak tops which ensures it will fit in to city and 
country settings alike. 

CYTRA 

Double RRP 50% 20%OFF 

Bedframe £459 £229 £179 
Gents Robe £639 £319 £249 
Ladies robe £579 £289 £229 
7 Drawer chest £499 £249 £199 
3+2 chest £399 £199 £159 
2 Drw bedside £159 £79 £59 




Gyilardo ylossl collection rrp £1999 

Extending dining table in white gloss Sale £999 

lacquer finish table and 4 chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £799 


The Tulsa. Elegant 3 seater | 

' M traditional back sofa 

if RRP £1379 Sale £689 


The Shante. 3 seater scatterback sofa 


RRP £999 Sale £499 


Many more stunning designer beds & 
bedroom ranges to compliment every home 


Paris O^ss dininy set rrp £879 

Contemporary extending glass dining. Sale £439 

table and 4 chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £349 


Lakeside corner chaise available as a 
right or left hand option in a choice | 
of colours. 

RRP £1999 Sale £999 


Clinton Designer 3 seater real 
leather sofa with pocket sprung 

if cushlons RR p £999 Sale £499 


EXTRA 20% OFF 
vou oav only 


EXTRA 20% OFF 
vou oav only 


you pay omy 

£99 


you pay omy 

£199 




Lots of beds & mattresses in stock! 


Land Rover 
Wickes^ 

fw ^ 

homestones # 


^ ■! Unit 5, Freemans Park ; 
Penarth Road, 
•JS.W Cardiff, 

cfii 8tu. 


CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


fw 

homestones 

.co.uk 

PENARTH ROAD 
k CARDIFF 


Over 20 years 
* of unbeatable 
low low prices 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


Opening Times Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 
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Vale Council Leader responds 
to Tory challenge on merger 


THE Conservatives 
are promising 
strong opposition to 
any plan to merge 
two local authori¬ 
ties, Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
writes PHILIP 
IRWIN. 

The plan was 
announced in the recent¬ 
ly-published Williams 
Commission, and both 
the Welsh Conservative 
Leader, Andrew RT 
Davies AM, and 
Conservative councillors 
in the Vale have vowed to 
oppose it. 

The councillors 
believe that the proposal 
will lead to the Vale 
being swallowed by a 
new ‘Greater Cardiff’ 
region - with disastrous 
consequences. 

St Athan councillor 
and Conservative group 
leader, Coun John 
Thomas, said: “While 
some local authorities 
may be too small and fail 
to deliver satisfactory 
public services, this is 
not the case with the Vale 
Council. 

“It is of sufficient size 
and scale and it delivers 
excellent services that 
are the envy of much 
larger local authorities, 


including Cardiff. If the 
Vale was to become part 
of ‘Greater Cardiff’ there 
would be a great deal 
more residential housing 
development throughout 
the Vale. 

“I also worry that 
investment in highways, 
schools and social serv¬ 
ice infrastructure would 
suffer, as well as other 
council facilities. I 
remember only too well 
the days of the ‘Old 
South Glamorgan 

County Council’ when 
hardly any money was 
invested in the Vale as it 
was all spent in Cardiff. 

“Barry would be 
largely irrelevant, 
Penarth would become a 
mere suburb of Cardiff, 
and the ‘Rural Vale’ 
would be completely 
ignored. 

“Councillors, and, 
more importantly, ‘coun¬ 
cil money’ would be 
focused on Cardiff and 
not the Vale, as Cardiff 
councillors would hugely 
outnumber Vale 

Councillors.” 

The Conservatives 
called on the Vale 
Council Leader, Coun 
Neil Moore, to make his 
position clear, and Coun 
Moore was rapid with his 
response. 


He said: “Where on 
earth have the 
Conservatives been for 
the last week? I have 
made it perfectly clear 
that I do not accept that a 
merger with Cardiff 
would be in the interest 
of the people of the Vale. 

“I have issued a press 
release on it, which was 
copied to all staff in the 
Vale and all councillors, 
including all 

Conservative members. 

“I took part in a live 
BBC Wales radio phone- 
in on Tuesday morning, 
following the publication 
of the report the day 
before on January 20. I 
have also been inter¬ 
viewed by Bro Radio and 
BBC TV and made my 
views perfectly clear. 

“I have also had a 
meeting with all the 
group leaders on the Vale 
Council, including John 
Thomas, leader of the 
Conservatives, when I 
thought it had been 
agreed that no-one was 
in favour of the Williams 
recommendations. 

“The fact that the 
Conservative group has 
been silent is the real 
issue here. They have 
continually tried to do- 
down the council and 
have done a disservice to 


the council and its staff. 

“Instead, perhaps they 
should agree with me 
that the Vale Council is a 
viable and progressive 
council and should 
remain as a stand-alone 
council. 

“The Conservatives 
should also be reminded 
about the latest Wales 
Audit Report that con¬ 
firmed that the Vale had 
appropriate arrange¬ 
ments in place to secure 
economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness. ” 

“I will again confirm 


that I do not agree with 
the recommendations 
and I consider them to be 
neither reasonable nor 
justifiable. I am, there¬ 
fore, keen to stress that if 
these recommendations 
are agreed by Welsh 
Government, it will have 
a severe impact on the 
community, not least in 
terms of jobs; the cost of 
reorganisation and serv¬ 
ice disruption caused as 
a result. 

“I cannot understand 
why a full scale structur¬ 
al reorganisation is nec¬ 


essary, affordable or 
required at this time. ” 

Andrew RT Davies 
took a different tack, say¬ 
ing that any local govern¬ 
ment reorganisation 
could call into question 
existing Local 

Development Plans 
(LDPs) - creating further 
uncertainty and at great 
cost to the taxpayer. 

Mr Davies said: “Vale 
residents have been 
through enough uncer¬ 
tainty, and a lot of public 
money has been spent on 
the various stages of put¬ 


ting together an LDP for 
the area. 

“Now, pretty much out 
of the blue, we learn that 
the Welsh Government is 
considering abolishing 
the Vale Council alto¬ 
gether, which will have a 
transformational impact 
on local planning.” 

Mr Davies also ques¬ 
tioned whether the First 
Minister had a democrat¬ 
ic mandate to enforce 
such a move, with local 
government reorganisa¬ 
tion not having featured 
in Labour’s 2011 mani¬ 


festo for the National 
Assembly. 

He said: “Carwyn 
Jones, it should be noted, 
made no reference to 
these plans to restructure 
local government in 
Labour’s 2011 Assembly 
manifesto and has no 
democratic mandate to 
do so. 

“Welsh Conservatives 
will closely monitor any 
proposals that Welsh 
Labour bring forward to 
ensure that small author¬ 
ities retain a strong voice 
in local government. ” 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Soap operas may give 
dangerous impression to 
landlords and tenants 


M any of us 

watch our 
soap 

operas every week 
and many script 
writers research the 
facts carefully 
before writing them 
into scripts. 

But you may have 
watched recent episodes 
where landlords are 


evicting tenants without 
the necessary court 
orders or bailiff warrant 
and the tenants find 
themselves homeless. 

The landlord appears 
to be getting away with 
breaching the law. 

This is something that 
Catherine Hartland of 
Newbolds finds very 
concerning: “I watched a 
soap opera recently 


D 


newbold 


free. Out of Hours 
No Obligation 
Legal Surgery. 

SdKlm at tr 

00 c w o+t i rmi* lytm of 

to h*4p oomi any logo* r rumor #cu ray 
Hct*b prrMcta acfcico on tou yov 

Itw amcm of Ku m o 


to* 


Tuesdays 17 00 * 16:30 
106 frood Street. Barv Cf6C TAJ 
01446 700 693 

www.newboidsoikitors.com 


where a landlord told a 
family with children that 
he needed to evict them, 
so he could move back 
into the property. The 
family moved out and 
were made homeless. 

“I believe many peo¬ 
ple watch television pro¬ 
grammes believing them 
to be factual. I am con¬ 
cerned that landlords 
may believe they, too, 
can evict tenants without 
a court order but this is 
unlawful. 

“The tenant may have 
the right to seek com¬ 
pensation from the land¬ 
lord for thousands of 
pounds. ” 

Catherine explains: 

“If a landlord lawfully 
evicts a tenant by obtain¬ 
ing a court order the ten¬ 
ant may not seek com¬ 
pensation. I have seen 
landlords financially ruin 
themselves by unlawful¬ 
ly evicting tenants, 
changing locks and mov¬ 
ing other tenants in.” 

Regardless of how a 
character in a soap evicts 
a tenant, you need to 
serve a valid notice and 
then obtain a court order 
to regain possession of a 
rental property. 

For more information, 
contact Newbold 
Solicitors Housing 
Department on 0330 123 
1131, or attend the free 
legal surgery held 
Tuesday evenings 
between 5-6:30pm. 




LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHOOL A School for the 21st 

Century at the Heart 
of the Community 


Llantwit Major 
Sixth Form 
Open Evening 

Wednesday 5th February 2014 
6pm-8pm 

For all parents and students now 
considering their 6th form options. 

A range of presentations including: 

• Information on all A level & 
Vocational courses 

• Details of the Welsh Baccalaureate 
Qualification 

• An outline of the first class support 
provided 

• The vast extra-curricular 
opportunities available 

• Resources to enhance learning 

Llantwit Major Sixth Form benefits from: 

• Excellent A level results with 81 % 

A*-C equivalent in 2 or more A level 
qualifications, with 26% being A* and A 

• Small teaching/form groups 

• Excellent success rate for 
university applications 

• UCAS advice and events 

• Careers Events 

• Voluntary and charity work 

• Work experience 

• Mentoring 

• Music & Drama productions 

• Prefect Team 

• School Council 
•Welsh Baccalaureate 

• Interact (Rotary) Club 

• Sixth Form Study Room 

• English and Maths GCSE resits 

Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan. 
CF61 ITQ.Tel: 01446 793301 
email:llantwitmajorhs@ valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

www.llantwitschool.org.uk , , . 

^ Photos courtesy of Colorfoto 
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Cc 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 


WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


IPG 

Bottle Gas 
available 

(Flo Gas 
Stockist) 



Servicing 
from £80 



AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR 
WINTER HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for all your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

Call Frank on 01446 772292 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 


: ROBERT THOMAS, Cowbridge 

A well-known local 
auctioneer and former 
point-to-point rider 


W ELSH hunt-rac¬ 
ing is mourning 
the death of 
well-known Cowbridge 
auctioneer and former 
point-to-point rider, 
Robert Thomas, who has 
died after a long illness 
bravely borne. 

A stalwart of the 
Glamorgan Hunt, Mr Thomas 
rode in the 1950s, and his 
maroon and yellow colours 
were carried in point-to- 
points by horses such as 
Kilbraes, Drake 11 and D.A.C. 

St Athan farmer, Jim 
Thomas, grandfather of point- 
to-point riders Tom and Evan 
David, who rode against him 
jim many occasions, said: 


“Robert, being an auctioneer, 
was a well known personality 
in the Vale of Glamorgan. He 
was a likeable and quiet sort 
of man and was a good 
sportsman.” 

Legendary Welsh point-to- 
point rider, and Cowbridge 
farmer, John Llewellyn, said: 
“He was a real gentleman and 
it was a honour to ride for 
him. One horse of his I partic¬ 
ularly remember winning on 
was Tartelle, which was some 
years ago now. 

“He once told me that there 
was nothing more exciting in 
life than riding in a point-to- 
point.” 

In the past, Mr Thomas, 
who was 83, was the official 
judge at the Glamorgan Hunt 


point-to-point. He owned a 
number of point-to-pointers 
after giving up race riding - 
the last of them being Micks 
Prospect, which won three of 
its four races during the 2009 
season when trained by 
Aberthin’s Abbi Vaughan. 

On a personal note, I 
always found him to be 
friendly chap who always had 
a kindly word to say when we 
came across one another at 
the races. 

He is survived by his wife 
Enid, daughters Kay and 
Sally and son Andrew. 

The funeral took place at 
Ramoth United Lree Church, 
Cowbridge, on Tuesday 
(January 28). 

BRIAN LEE 


THANK YOU FOR GEM DONATION’ 


■BA 


S BB | 


OPEN: 

8am 
’til 5pm 


Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 


^39^al^usines^ark^lando^^i^owbridge^F7WP^ 


T HANK you so much 
for your fantastic 
donation of £100 
which was collected 
through The GEM’s 
recent advertisement fea¬ 
ture. 

Your support is the reason 
why our life-saving work doesn’t 
grind to a halt. It is our heart¬ 
beat, because over 90 per cent of 
our funding comes from people 
like you, and without it we 
would have to start closing our 
services within six months. 


Your money will be used to 
support children like Joanne who 
was helped at an NSPCC 
Treatment Centre: “Coming to 
the centre was scary at the start. 
It got easier every week; it helps 
me a lot with school and at 
home. It’s changed me a lot. 

I’m stronger, more confident and 
I’m not shy or quiet. I’m more 
bubbly and I look forward to 
things now. I love my life ’cause 
I’ve got more hope. ” 

Last year, the NSPCC helped 
231,000 children, many of whom 
had nowhere else to turn. 


If anyone would like to help 
stop cruelty to children, the 
NSPCC has many organised 
activities. 

Find out how you can get 
involved and support us in your 
area by contacting your local 
NSPCC fundraising office: 
NSPCC, Diane Engelhardt 
House, Treglown Court, Dowlais 
Road, Cardiff, CF24 5LW. 

Email: 

walesappeals @ nspcc. org. uk. 
Telephone: 02031 883 658. 

LEAN A JOSEPH 
(fundraising team, NSPCC). 



Customers to the Bryn Owain will be 
welcomed by familiar faces as the original team 
has transferred across and the excellent 
standards previously enjoyed at the restaurant 
will remain unchanged. Manager Gavin Lewis 
said: “We are really excited to be open again 
following our transformation into an Inn. It is a 
brand new chapter for us and we are confident 
the new look and menu will prove popular.” 

All areas of the Inn have been upgraded, 
including new comfortable furnishings and 
modem decor, with some changes to the 
layout. The Bryn Owain will serve good quality 
pub food, with great offers such as two meals 
for £9.99, which is available all day every day. 
The menu offers a wide variety for customers 
to choose from, from classic award-winning 
fish and chips to vegetable and cashew nut 
paella or slow-cooked lamb shank and other 
great fish dishes. 


Open 1 lam - 11pm | Food served 12 noon until 10pm | 7 days a week 

THE BRYN OWAIN 

Stalling Down | Cowbridge | CF71 7DT | 01446 776070 
www.thebrynowaincowbridge.co.uk 
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JOIN US FOR A FREE COFFEE... 

£ 1 , 000,000 

WINTER 


IN OUR REFURBISHED STORE / 
AND NEW COFFEE BAR 


WINTER 1 ^ 

SALE 'SAVINGS 

NOW ON / THIS U/^.. ^ 


flUn 

22i*«l»04v 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE 




Sherborne Lynton 

2 seater sofa and 2 rediner chairs 

was £2869.95 

Sale Price £1669.95 

Plus save an extra £100 

NOW ONLY £1369.95 


TOTAL SAVING £1500 



G Plan Heritage 

Oak extending dining table and 4 chairs 

RRP £1499.95 

Sale Price £999.95 

Plus save an extra £200 

NOW ONLY £799.95 


TOTAL SAVING £700 


An extra 10% off all carpets 

including leading brands Brintons, BrintOIIS lllstfT 
Axminster, Ulster and Ryalux 


Unit I. Retail Area. 

Llandow Ind. Est. 

Nr Cowbridge. CF7I 7PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SAT NAV CF71 7PA 

NORmi OWING HOURS 
MON. TUB, WED & FRI WSJOpoi. OPEN LATE EVERY 
THJRSOAY SAT Ifem-S 30 |xt\ SLM I laro- 5 pro, 




Visit our website at 
www.thcpUccforKomcsltd.co.uk 
Erxju*r>es: email sales@thep*aceforhomesltd.coul< 


www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 



















14 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, January 30th, 2014 


Williams Review: 


"merger’ blueprint flawed 


T HIS is my first column of the year, 
so welcome to 2014 - which looks to 
be interesting in many different 

ways. 

We continue to work with lawyers from Welsh 
Government, the council and the Barry Waterfront 
Consortium to finalise legal agreements to enable 
the road to the Island to begin. Alongside that, we 
have a considerable regeneration scheme at the 
Eastern Promenade on Barry Island. 

Welsh Government Ministers have visited the 
Vale to see the regeneration prospects for the area 
and we will continue to have as much dialogue as 
possible with the Welsh Government over many 
other issues. 

Rural bus service 

WE have launched a new Greenlinks bus service 
operating between Llantwit Major and Bridgend via 
Cowbridge. This demand-led service will operate 
from 8.15am to 6.15pm and will also serve many of 
the villages in the rural Vale. 

The initial results are looking very promising and 
we hope that this will be a success. If you require 
information, or wish to request this service, please 
check the council’s website, or telephone 0800 
2941113. Users will need to book the bus by 12 
noon the day before travel and regular passengers 
can also block book. 

We will be working closely with the Welsh 
Government to provide further buses in the Vale to 
replace those services that have been withdrawn by 
the bus operators and the Vale cabinet have recently 
proposed plans to get funding for additional or alter¬ 


native public transport through legal agreements 
with developers, as part of any planning consent 
approved. 

New schools in the Vale 

WE continue to extend and build new schools 
throughout the Vale and currently there are several 
consultations taking place and we look forward to 
continuing our commitment in the future. 

The Vale has also had good news in relation to 
having Assisted Area Status confirmed for parts of 
the Western Vale, which includes the airport and 
Enterprise Zone. 

In addition, we understand that the Vale could be 
included in the new Rural Development Plan and we 
look forward to being able to continue the work in 
the rural Vale started under the Creative Rural 
Communities development schemes. 

Report disappointing 

AS you might imagine, I consider that the Vale 
Council is a viable and progressive council and this 
has been illustrated in the latest Wales Audit Report 
that confirmed that the Vale had appropriate arrange¬ 
ments in place to secure economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness. 

The Auditor also issued a certificate confirming 
that the audit of accounts had been completed satis¬ 
factorily. I was, therefore, disappointed (to say the 
least) that the recommendation of the recently pub¬ 
lished ‘Williams Commission’ Review into Public 
Services Governance has suggested that we merge 
with Cardiff Council. 

Although these are just recommendations, I con¬ 
sider them to be unreasonable or unjustifiable, other 
than for a line drawn on a map. 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 



by Coun 

NEIL 

MOORE 

Leader of the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 


I consider the recommendation to merge the Vale 
and Cardiff to be flawed and I am, therefore, keen to 
stress that if this is agreed by Welsh Government, it 
will have a severe impact on the community, not 
least in terms of jobs, the cost of reorganisation and 
service disruption caused as a result. 

I understood that the Commission was supposed 
to look at ALL public services, whereas it seems to 
have mainly concentrated on the reorganisation of 
local government. 

Under the current economic climate, I cannot 
understand why a full scale structural reorganisation 
is necessary, affordable, or required at this time. 

I recognise that opinions within local government 
across Wales will vary and there may be pressure for 
change, particularly where the austerity measures 
may challenge the sustainability of certain councils. 

I would reiterate that this is certainly not the case 


in the Vale. I await with interest the formal response 
from Welsh Government and I will be eager to hear 
if the Welsh Government will allow other options to 
be considered, should we in the Vale need to 
progress any changes at all. 

We live in a time of unprecedented cuts in public 
spending but we also know that demands on public 
services have never been greater. 

The Welsh Government must be clear whether a 
reorganisation will assist in alleviating these pres¬ 
sures or exacerbate them, and we can ill afford the 
loss of a large number of good quality jobs. 

We must proceed carefully and consider the 
options proposed by the Williams Review. Any 
change must be firmly based on a robust cost bene¬ 
fit analysis and precise identification of the upfront 
resources required to pay for large scale change. 

There will need to be clarity on timescales, transi¬ 
tional arrangements, service and workforce implica¬ 
tions and, above all, how the massive and substantial 
costs of any changes are to be met. 

Whatever happens, I and my colleagues from all 
political and independent groups in the Vale will 
work constructively with the Welsh Government in 
shaping the future of Wales’ public services. 

However, it is important to remember that the 
council is a major local employer, delivering servic¬ 
es that enable individuals to lead healthy and ful¬ 
filled lives within sustainable communities. 

We have to ensure that we achieve the best for our 
communities, and the Williams Commission’s pro¬ 
posals may not necessarily be the right way forward 
in its entirety. 

I look forward to a full debate on these issues in 
the coming months. 


‘WE’RE KEEPING A CLOSE EYE ON 
CARDIFF AIRPORT’, TORY LEADER 


THE Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives has said 
that they will be closely 
watching developments at 
Cardiff Airport. 

Regional AM Andrew RT 
Davies had this to say about the 
announcement by P&O of a new 
route at Cardiff Airport. 


“Any new routes are good 
news for the airport. However, it 
must be noted that this is a strict¬ 
ly limited one-off arrangement 
with P&O for just four flights. 

“What we want to see is a 
concerted effort by the Welsh 
Government and the airport’s 
management to attract regular 
international flights to a range of 


destinations. 

“The Welsh Government will 
have to go a long way to live up 
to the promises they made in 
paying £52 million of taxpayers’ 
money for the airport and, whilst 
these announcements are clearly 
welcome, they will not make the 
airport sustainable.” 


ORIENTAL DINER 



Authentic Peking & Cantonese Cuisine 
Fully Licensed • Air Conditioned 

RUNG HEI FAT CHOI 
Celebrate Chinese New Year 



Year of the Horse - Monday 3rd February 
plus Chinese Lion Dancing from 7pm 

(booking advisable) 


New opening hours: Now open Mondays closed Tuesdays 


★★★ Eat as much as you like ★★★ 
from the Buffet Menu 

Sunday to Thursday 5.30pm til late only £11.90 
Friday and Saturday 5.30pm til late only £12.90 
Also available grill & barbecue section 


Home Delivery Service available 

12-3pm & 5.30pm-llpm 

6 days a week ( Closed Tuesdays) - Conditions apply. 

LUNCHTIME BUFFET 

Adults - £6.50 • Child (under 140cms) - £3.90 

Monday - Friday 12 noon - 3pm (last order 2.15pm) 
Saturday - Sunday 12 noon - 5pm (last order 4.15pm) 

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR VALENTINE’S ^ 

01446 748811 FREE 

10 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA f \ 

www.orientaldiner.co.uk *-■■■ 



‘No benefits 
for the Vale 
from merger 
with Cardiff 9 


A LONG-serving 
Penarth councillor 
has cast doubt on 
prospects for the 
Vale, should a pro¬ 
posed merger with 
Cardiff go ahead. 

Coun Anthony 
Ernest, who represent¬ 
ed the Vale for over 30 
years, and is a former 
chairman of the local 
authority, said there 
were “no conceivable 
benefits” and a merger 
“would simply take us 
back to the days of 
South Glamorgan 
County Council, which 
was totally dominated 
by the Welsh capital.” 

It had resulted in 
“minimal spend in the 
Vale, especially the 
rural areas, whilst the 
larger towns received 
little of merit that any¬ 
one can recall.” 

He went on: “The 
only item within the 
Williams Report - that 
is very lengthy - with 


which I agree, is the 
proposal for closer co¬ 
operation between the 
Wales Ambulance 
Trust and South Wales 
Fire and Rescue 
Service. 

“To co-locate ambu¬ 
lances at fire stations is 
logical and will ensure 
much better response 
times. 

“All in all, the 
Williams Report is a 
‘fudge’, which gives no 
benefits to Vale resi¬ 
dents,. It deprives them 
of local accountability 
in any meaningful way, 
would deprive the Vale 
of a level of council 
services - of which 
most people are very 
supportive, irrespective 
of administration - and 
impose a one-solution- 
fits-all approach to 
how we might be gov¬ 
erned in the future.” 


Councillor 
must answer 
questions’ 


It was pleasing to 
see Coun Elmore 
setting out the 
‘facts’in relation to 
the report concern¬ 
ing school closures 
(GEM letters, last 
week). 

Perhaps he could fur¬ 
ther assist on some other 
facts’: Did he attend the 
meetings with the indi¬ 
vidual school represen¬ 
tatives when they were 
told of closure of their 
schools ? 

If he did so, why did 


LETTER 

he not tell them that he 
was opposed to closure, 
thus giving them the 
impression that it was 
his policy? 

Also, how much input 
did officers of the educa¬ 
tion department have in 
the scrutiny process, and 
was he aware that his 
officers were involved? 

Hopefully, he can pro¬ 
vide these facts 
Gordon Kemp, 
Llancarfan. 



Gemma and 
her mum’s 
haircuts 
raise £1,761 
cash for 
Macmillan! 

GEM readers may remember our story just 
before Christmas, when mother and daughter 
Caroline and Gemma Chester visited 
Cowbridge hairdressers Fich and Ramous 
for two rather radical haircuts. 
Nine-year-old Gemma, a pupil at Llangan 
Primary School, had her long, long hair 
trimmed, while mum Caroline took drastic action 
and had the military cut (above). 

It was all in aid of two good causes, as their 
hair went to the Little Princess Trust, 
which makes wigs for young 
girls receiving chemotherapy. 

The second good cause was Macmillan 
Cancer Care, and it was here that the response 
from friends and family, and GEM readers, 
has raised a brilliant £1,761! 
Congratulations to Gemma and her Mum! 


Barry girl wins 
UK fitness title 

FORMER Bryn Hafren pupil, Helen Tite 
(McTavish) daughter of John and Chris 
McTavish of Highlight Park, who now runs a 
health club in Falmouth employing 13 staff, 
has won the coveted 2013 UK National Fitness 
Awards Gym Team of The Year. 

The exercise therapist and personal trainer 
has devoted much of her time to working with 
patients with long-term conditions, cancer, 
heart disease and neurological conditions, such 
as Parkinson’s and Multiple Sclerosis. 
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Valentine’s Day 





LAMB 
& FLAG 
WICK 


Valentine s 
SpedaC 

free bottle of zoine for every 
coupCe enjoying a main meat. 

*Telephone to boo/^a table 


28th February 

SEE AUBREY LIVE 
free event & starts 8.30am 

OAPs SPECIALS 

2 Course Set Lunch 
AVAILABLE TUESDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS ONLY £5.95 


A warm welcome awaits... 

CHURCH STREET, WICK 

Q16S6 8^0X78 


SFBrijL. 

Mowers 


%u, \mm 

J i V*** w 

J£vJkJ 


Wrapped Single Red Roses from £5 
Romantic Handtieds from £25 
A Dozen Red Roses from £40 

Phone us on 01656 880526 or visit our 
website: www.stbridesflowers.com 


Dwynwen-O-Gram 
for school clerk Jean 


A SCHOOL 
clerk from 
Cogan 

Nursery School 
received a “lovely 
surprise” recently, 
to celebrate Saint 
Dwynwen’s Day, 
which is often 
referred to as the 
‘Welsh Valentine’s 
day’ and which falls 
on January 25 each 
year. 

The staff and children 
at the school nominated 
Jean Shafto to receive a 
special ‘Dwynwen-o- 
gram’- which was 
being presented to wor¬ 
thy winners who are 
loved and appreciated 
across Wales. 

The school nominated 
Jean by contacting 
Menter Bro Morgannwg, 
who promote the social 
use of the Welsh lan¬ 
guage in the Vale. 

Mrs Shafto appeared 
emotional as all the chil¬ 
dren sang her songs and 
thanked her for all her 
hard work at the school. 

Capturing the event 
were a camera crew 
from S4C, who filmed 
the surprise for the TV 
show Prynhawn Da, 
which was broadcast on 
the same day. 

Mrs Shafto, on receiv¬ 
ing the ‘Dwynwen-o- 
Gram’, struggled to hold 



back the tears and 
explained: “I am delight¬ 
ed, but can’t believe it! 

I am just gobsmacked - 
thank you all so much.” 

Peter Thomas, a 
teacher at the school, 
nominated Jean and 
explained: “Choosing 
her to be nominated for 
this surprise was easy. 
Jean is a very special 
person who is loved by 
all of the staff and chil¬ 
dren at Cogan Nursery 
School. 

“Very often in schools 
it is the teachers and 
support staff who get the 
most attention and all of 
the praise; however we 
wanted to show Jean 
how much she is loved 
and appreciated.” 

Pauline Rowland co¬ 
ordinated the ‘top secret’ 
mission. 



Valentine’s Day at the 

Star Inn, Wick 

Glass of Champagne on arrival 
Roasted Tomato, red pepper, onion and chorizo soup 
Tomato and Mozzarella Salad 
with fresh basil and balsamic vinegar 

Brussels Pate 

Smoked Salmon stuffed with cream cheese 
and chives with brown bread and butter 

Crab Cakes 

Beef Stroganoff 

Chicken Parcels in a Wild mushroom and cream Sauce 
Pan Fried Fillet Steak 
Fuseli with Mixed Seafood 
Woodland Pie - an assortment of wild mushrooms 
in a rich leek and Stilton gravy 

Lemon Cheesecake • Chocolate Truffle Torte 
Tiramisu • Selection of Cheese and Biscuits 

Coffee or Tea 



£27-95 



Lite Bites 
Daily Special 

Lunchtime 
from £5.95 

Now serving full menu 
(except Mondays) 

SUNDAY LUNCH (12 noon - 4pm) 
from £7.95 plus Child Portions 

Now booking for Mother’s Day... 


Wi 


Telephone 01656 890080 

J thestarinn.wick@facebook.com 



Home Cooked 
Food 

Served Daily 

NEW MENU DUE 
EARLY FEBRUARY 

with old favourites plus extra grill options 

LUNCHTIME MON- SAT 12-3PM 

Three Courses £9.95 
Two Courses £7.95 
One Course £5.95 
PLUS LIGHTER OPTIONS MENU 
Two Courses £6 • One Course £4.50 

MON-THURS 6-9PM 

8oz Sirloin Sizzlers - only £13.90 for 2 

TRADITIONAL HOME COOKED 
SUNDAY LUNCH 
Served 12-4pm 

SKY & BT SPORTS SHOWING 
FOOTBALL & RUGBY MATCHES 
Six Nations Rugby 

- Free hot food served during Welsh games 

Book now for Valentine’s 

13th, 14th & 15th February 
^ Three courses £11.95 ^ 

CURRY NIGHT Thursdays 
QUIZ NIGHT Wednesdays 
LIVE MUSIC every Saturday 


Fonmon Road, Rhoose 

Tel. 01446 711221 

www.fontygaryinn.co.uk 


Free 

ISii 


“Jean doesn’t work on 
a Friday, so we had to 
contact her husband to 
arrange for Jean to come 
to school - but he had to 
keep it a secret. 

“We eventually came 
up with a plan that 
involved her needing to 
collect keys from the 
office. 

“It was wonderful to 
watch her reaction, as a 
giant heart holding flow¬ 
ers and champagne 
entered the school, and 
we presented her with 
lots of gifts, with a film 
crew recording it all!” 

PT 


EXCLUSIVE NEW YEAR, 
NEW COLLECTIONS BY 
JEWELLER EMMA KATE! 


W ITH Valentine’s Day 
just around the cor¬ 
ner, come and discov¬ 
er the new exclusive 
Personalised Eternal Heart 
Pendant, a beautiful hand- 
forged sterling silver collection 
which is utterly irresistible 
and creates a personal expres¬ 
sion of love. 

Available in sterling silver, or 
romantic rose gold, with a choice of a 
coloured freshwater pearl, prices start 
from £75; personalise and colour 


match to suit their individuality. 

Each heart is individually hand¬ 
made in Emma-Kate’s atelier, creating 
a unique piece of jewellery made to 
be treasured. 

As a special offer, mention the 
advert when you pop up to the atelier, 
above High Society in Cowbridge, 
and receive free pearl studs with every 
purchase of the Personalised Eternal 
Heart Pendant until February 14. 

The atelier is open Monday- 
Saturday, 9.30am-5pm, call 01446 
771656, or visit website 
www. emmakatefrancis. com. 



Treat yourself or loved 
ones this Valentine's Day - 
^ make an appointment 
v wtkAien 



•ya todayI 

O r)0/r\ /T the end of feb 

4^1/ /U Ojj with this advert 


§ 


x 

_ * 

Providing a Friendly and 
Professional Hairdressing Service 

catering for Ladies, Gents and Children. 

I Old Vittage Shop, 

fj I Qarreg TEert, (BonviCston. 

07738 247880 

Hair Design solohairdesign.co.uk 


New Chef New Menu 

a 

warm welcome awaits at 

1 (J 

THE WHITE LION / 

COWBRIDGE RD, YSTRADOWEN, CF71 7SY 


New set menu 

2 Courses just £9.95 

Live Rugby shown here 

with free food during Welsh matches 

Wales vs Italy 1st Feb 

free food, entry and live entertainment! 

No increase in our beer prices! 

Beers & Carling just £3 a pint 

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 2-5pm 

All Beers & Carling just £2.50 a pint 


qp Valentine’s Day qp 

Bookings now being taken 

£15.95 1 course, £19.95 2 courses 

FREE bottle of pink cava for first 12 tables 
booked. Live mellow entertainment. 


Call 01446 772202 to book your table! 
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George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 

NEWPORT 01 633 2 1424 1 CARDIFF 029 20 492727 
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Out and About with The G1 



Llewyn Davis sings 
a beguiling tune for 
the Coen brothers 


A MORE idio¬ 
syncratic 
pair of film¬ 
makers you won’t 
find than the Coen 
brothers, whose 
unique outlook has 
seen them create 
some of the finest 
films of the last 30 
years, flitting from 
genre to genre but 
never dipping in 
quality. 

Their latest film, 
Inside Llewyn Davis, is 
set in the 1960s folk 
scene and tells the story 
of the titular character 
(played by Oscar Isaac) 
as he tries to carve out a 
burgeoning music 
career. However, other 
people, and a meddle¬ 
some cat, soon get in 
the way of Davis’ 
dreams... 

A Coen brothers film 


is never a straightfor¬ 
ward proposition, the 
pair making films that 
aren’t afraid of posing 
questions without the 
need for an answer, and 
can often flit between 
genres with a wonderful 
subtlety. 

The brothers are 
noted for the lack of 
warmth in their films, 
their work bristling with 
cold characters and 
colder situations, and 
while Inside Llewyn 
Davis takes place dur¬ 
ing a freezing winter, it 
is surprisingly perhaps 
their most warm and 
tender film yet. 

In Llewyn they have 
their typical protagonist, 
self-absorbed and 
always grasping defeat 
from the jaws of victory 
(most beautifully 
summed up in the clos¬ 
ing scene), yet there is a 
hint more warmth in the 
character than they usu- 


Ten Tenors sing 
for a tenner! 


A CONCERT for 
Valentine’s Day fea¬ 
tures ten Welsh 
tenors, including 
Wynne Evans, Rhys 
Meirion, Aled Hall, 
Alun Rhys Jenkins, 
Huw Llewelyn, 
Richard Allen, 
Joshua Owen Mills, 
Sam Furness and 
Will Halliwell who 
are aiming to raise 
the roof at St 
David’s Hall, 
Cardiff. 

Accompanists are 


Caradog Williams and 
Jeff Howard; compere 
Frank Lincoln. CorCFl, 
with their musical direc¬ 
tor, Eilir Owen Griffiths, 
will also take part. 

Guests include sopra¬ 
nos Naomi Harvey, 
Nuccia Focile, Claire 
Hampton and Fiona 
Harrison. 

Tickets from £10, 
available from the Box 
Office at St David’s Hall 
on 02920 878444. 

All proceeds will go 
towards the Welsh Hearts 
charity and its All Wales 
Defibrillator Appeal. 


Welsh language 
play in Cowbridge 


A NEW play by a 
local author has 
been translated into 
Welsh and will be 
performed in 
Cowbridge Market 
Theatre, 7.30pm on 
February 8. 

The Utah Bride by 
Carmen Medway- 
Stephens has been adapt¬ 
ed into Welsh by Sharon 
Morgan of Theatr 1.618, 
and will star Sharon 
Morgan and Gwawr 
Loader. It will be directed 
by Wyndham Price 

The play tells the story 
of a 16-year-old Welsh 
girl, Alice, who defies her 
Welsh Methodist upbring¬ 
ing and mns away to live 
the American dream and 
marry a Mormon mission¬ 
ary. 


Four years later, she 
arrives home in the dead 
of night. During that 
night, there are revela¬ 
tions, confessions, and a 
healing takes place 
between mother and 
daughter. 

The play explores the 
concept of home, the 
meaning of family and 
whether the grass is 
greener on other side? 

The Utah Bride had its 
first showing in 
December 2011 and a tour 
in 2012. Now, it is 
embarking on a full bilin¬ 
gual tour. 

The Utah Bride is sup¬ 
ported by Arts Council 
Wales, the Sherman 
Cymru Literary 
Department, and Chapter 
Arts 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


ally afford their leads. 

He’s a character that 
you root for, without 
ever feeling overly sym¬ 
pathetic at his plight. 

He’s got his best 
friend’s girlfriend preg¬ 
nant, he’s constantly 
falling back on favours 
from friends, yet despite 
this, a combination of 
the Coens’ writing and 
Oscar Isaac’s beautiful¬ 
ly judged performance 
make him someone you 
do end up caring about. 

Performing the music 
for real, Isaac is a won¬ 
drous musical per¬ 
former, yet this is cou¬ 
pled with an acting per¬ 
formance which may 
shuffle along but grabs 
you and doesn’t let go. 

There are no 
moments of grandstand¬ 
ing, instead Isaac’s turn, 
which anchors the film, 
feels naturalistic and all 
the more forceful 
because of it. 

Around him there are 
pleasing performances 
from the likes of Justin 
Timberlake, Carey 
Mulligan, John 
Goodman, Adam Driver 
and Stark Sands, but 
these are sideshows, 
turns that complement 
the writing and Isaac’s 
lead turn wonderfully 
well. 

In some ways, Inside 
Llewyn Davis is the 
brothers’ most ‘non- 
Coen-esque’ work since 
Intolerable Cruelty; the 
kookiness levels, while 
admittedly still preva¬ 
lent, are dialled down, 


the characters more 
straightforward (John 
Goodman’s jazz musi¬ 
cian’s peculiar behav¬ 
iour explained away in 
an unexpected manner), 
and the humour warmer 
and less dark. 

That said, at the cen¬ 
tre of the film, the sig¬ 
nificance of the cat and 
his relationship with 
Llewyn can be added to 
the hat in Miller’s 
Crossing, or the tornado 
at the end of A Serious 
Man (to name but two) 

- a story element that 
could mean nothing or 
everything? Laced with 
symbolism or just 
another plot point? It 
certainly adds a layer of 
intrigue to proceedings. 

Visually, using cine¬ 
matographer Bruno 
Delbonnel rather than 
Roger Deakins (their 
usual choice) gives the 
film a look that differs 
from the way they nor¬ 
mally shoot; the film 
plays out in a hue of 
soft light, looking 
undoubtedly stylish, 
while the visual tricks 
are kept to a minimum. 

If you’ve so far been 
unmoved or unwilling 
to let the Coen brothers’ 
work into your life, then 
Inside Llewyn Davis 
may not be for you. 

The hallmarks of their 
work, however muted, 
are on show here - but 
there is much to relish 
in this wonderful piece 
of work. 

VERDICT: A superb 
film that lingers long 
afterwards, Inside 
Llewyn Davis shows a 
hint of tenderness to the 
Coen brothers, the film 
their most touching yet 
(though that isn’t saying 
much!). With Oscar 
Isaac delivering a glori¬ 
ous central perform¬ 
ance, and a superb 
soundtrack, there is 
much to love about this 
beguiling effort. Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Oh Brother, 
Where Art Thou? 

(2000), Crazy Heart 
(2009). 


Sport Relief 
mile on Island! 

ON Sunday, March 23, Sainsbury’s Sport 
Relief Mile will set off on Barry Island at 
11am, with a choice of one, three or six 
miles. 

“Enter now at sportrelief.com, get sponsored and 
help transform the lives of people living here in the 
UK and in some of the world’s poorest countries, 
while being part of an incredible nationwide event,” 
urges Vale Council events officer, Sarah Jones. 

To enter the Barry Island Mile, visit 
sportrelief.com. 


PDSA store 
needs help 

A PENARTH charity 
store is appealing for 
animal lovers to volun¬ 
teer their time to help 
raise funds for sick and 
injured pets. 

PDSA is looking for 
new team members to 
help run its busy charity 
store on Windsor Road, 
and assistant manager, 
Christopher Murphy, 
said: “A volunteer in our 
store will get to meet 
new people and add 
some valuable skills and 
experience to their CV. 

“They will also be 
helping to raise funds 
for local pets in need. 

We are looking for peo¬ 
ple who are passionate 
about pets and can lend 
a hand, even if it’s a few 
hours a week.” 

For more details 
about volunteering for 
PDSA, call the national 
volunteering centre on 


WHAT’S ON IN 
YOUR AREA 


Jumble sale in 
Dinas Powys 

THE 1st Dinas Powys 
Scout Group is holding 
a jumble sale at 
1.30pm on Saturday, 
February 1, at the 
Scout Hall, Highwalls 
Road, Dinas Powys. 
Admission 50p. 

Craft fair 
in Barry 

ENFYS Craft Fairs 
hold their first craft 
fair of 2014 on 
February 1 at St 
Ffransis Millennium 


Penarth Conservative 
Club, Stanwell Road 
(029 2030 9979) fea¬ 
tures The South Wales 
Shadows Club; play 
(use PA etc) or just to 
listen; 8pm, usually £3; 
all are welcome. 

Hospice 
fun run 

GEORGE THOMAS 
Hospice Care, which 
offers specialist pallia¬ 
tive care to those with 
cancer and other life- 
threatening illnesses, 
will hold its annual 5K 
Fun Run on Sunday, 


between 10am and 
4pm. 

There will be a range 
of gifts on sale and per¬ 
sonalised cards. 

The chosen charity 

freephone 0800 854 194, “Sxt. 


Hall, Park Road, Barry March 9, at Bute Park, 
Cardiff. Only £10 to 
enter, and every run¬ 
ner gets a t-shirt, 
goody bag and medal. 

To enter, call GTHC 
on 029 2052 4150 or see 
www.gthc. org. uk. 


or visit 
www. pdsa. org. uk/volun 
tee ring. 

The Penarth PDSA 
store can be contacted 
on 029 2071 1128. 


Familiar 
new face 
at Vale 
Show! 

PLANS are already 
underway for this 
year’s Vale of 
Glamorgan show at 
Fonmon Castle on 
Wednesday, August 
13. 

The committee has 
welcomed world record- 
breaking giant vegetable 
grower Phillip Vowels as 
horticultural show man¬ 
ager, and he hopes to 
introduce new classes to 
the show, including giant 
vegetables. 

He said he looks for¬ 
ward to welcoming new 
and past exhibitors to the 
show, and invites schools 
to be part of this great 
event by entering classes 
for flowers, vegetables 
and best school’s chil¬ 
dren’s garden. 

Phillip is happy to 
help schools with seeds 
and any advice they 
might need. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact horticultur¬ 
al secretary Gail Wintle, 
on 07976 935 223, or 
mail 
gailvegshow@ gmail. com 


which provides support 
and free therapeutic 
breaks for young people 
(aged 14 to 30) living 
with cancer. Come and 
find out information 
about this charity from 
Roger Carey, who will 
be travelling to Barry 
from Llanelli. 

For further informa¬ 
tion call 01446 418695. 

Toy and 
train sale 

BARRY Leisure 
Centre in Greenwood 
Street is hosting the 
next toy and train sale 
on Sunday, February 2, 
between 10.30am and 
3pm, the first event of 
this type at this venue 
in 2014. 

A sister event, Cardiff 
Toy and Train Sale, will 
be taking place at 
Penarth Leisure Centre 
on a three-monthly basis 
(the next show there is 
the Easter Special on 
April 19). 

Telephone 01643 
702757 and 07966 
694579, website: 
www. chrisdyerfairs. co. uk 

Penarth fair 

PENARTH fundraising 
committee for Cancer 
Research UK start 
another fundraising 
year on Saturday, 
February 8, with a 
spring fair in the Paget 
Rooms at 10.15am. 

Cakes and savouries, 
preserves, parcels, white 
elephant, cards and 
wrapping paper. 
Admission 50p. 

Shadows Club 

ON February 11, 


Holocaust 

exhibition 

ART CENTRAL at Barry Town Hall is 
hosting the HINENI exhibition to com¬ 
memorate the Holocaust until Saturday, 
from 10am to 4pm. 

“The public are invited to show their support and 
consider the multitude of journeys people have 
endured. HINENI, meaning ‘Here I Am’ in Hebrew 
offers an extraordinary insight into individual lives,” 
a spokesperson said. 


Cold Knap, Barry. 

On Thursday, 

February 6 at 10.30am, 
the coffee shop strollers 
meet at Rhoose Railway 
Station car park. 

Vale Wine 
Circle 

THE Wine Circle has a 
new venue and will 
meet at the function 
room of the Boverton 
Castle pub. 

The group meets on 
the first Tuesday of each 
month, commencing on 
February 4 at 7.30pm. 
The membership cost is 
£7 per year, but the first 
two meetings are free. 
Members can bring their 
own wine/refreshments 
and have use of the facil¬ 
ities at the Boverton 
Castle. 

The group aims to 
organise events through¬ 
out the year and would 
be delighted to see new 
members in the coming 
year. 

For more information 
call Roy Chappell on 
01446 792139. 

Help to quit 
smoking 


Valeways 
walks 

ON Sunday, February 
2 at 2.30pm, ‘Dunes 

and Downs’, starting at BARKY* Communities 


Portobello car park, 

Ogmore. 

On Tuesday, February 
4, at 10am, Hoffi 
Cerdded, Hoffi Coffi, 
starting at Coffee Cove, 

Barry Island. 

Also on February 4 at 
10.30am, the coffee 
shop strollers meet at 
Cosmeston Country Park D^UnCourt, 
outside the visitor cen¬ 
tre. 

On Wednesday, 

February 5, at 10.30am, 
the coffee shop strollers 
meet at Romilly Cafe, 


First is offering free 
weekly support sessions 
to help those who want 
to quit smoking. 

The eight-week course 
with a qualified smoking 
advisor runs every 
Wednesday between 
3.45pm and 4.45pm at 
the People Centre, 3 


Go to the website 
www. Barry Communities 
First.org or contact 
Hazel on 07899 665806 
for more information. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot 


149684, 797890, 882595, 
113485, 391130, 730615, 
581861, 869693, 650349, 
591310, 496400, 473070, 


tery draw number 736397 ’ 317123, 545451 

_ . anrM/n A'l xnom 


D811. 

• £2,000: 745445. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £4,000 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 2 0 3 0 0 3, 
690747, 355497, 535494, 
223608, 295934, 599947, 
388200, 336348, 
883530, 110396, 187585, 
369776, 516299, 858065, 
949657, 111710, 332171, 
356260. 

• £5: 535765,514046, 
624593, 633736, 428652, 
162444, 884276, 758069, 
702912, 626036, 141844, 
474897, 102173, 465659, 


309442, 431926, 712803, 
354543, 393479, 760898, 
605448, 184764, 217059, 
841117, 448105, 122813, 
739081,431702, 432751, 
647404, 706791, 527568, 
137899, 154643, 711456, 
985304, 154792, 373309, 
316966, 545990, 921574, 
705746, 542742, 744753. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


•‘•'DON’T MISS THE... 

BARRY Nr. Cardiff 
TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 2ND FEBRUARY, 2014 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Wales CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

80 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, 
Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, Hornby, 
Bachmann, Lima, etc. and much, much more... 

Admission £1.85 - Child/OAP £1.45 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 

Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 
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Premium quality brands at the lowest possible prices 


Freestanding 
& Built In 
Ovens & Hobs 
Dishwashers 
Washing Machines 
Fridge Freezers 
Range Cookers - 
Gas, Electric, Dual 
Fuel, plus lots more... 


NEW WASHING 
MACHINES 

from £179.99 



REFURBISHED 

APPLIANCES 




from only 

£99 

Fully Guaranteed 



SALE NOW ON 

3ATynewydd Road,King Square, Barry 
also, our shop warehouse at 
252, Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4PS 

(Situated between the multistorey 
car park and the Bassett) 

Over 5,000 sq ft Warehouse with a 
comprehensive display of appliances. Factory 
refurbished and brand new appliances in stock! 


Up to 5 years 
Manufacturers Warranty 


INTERNET 

PRICE 

MATCHING 


Zanussi Larder 
Fridge zr 6166 oowa 

- ..«& •** 


we price match 

with the internet and 
superstores wherever 
possible! Please call 
for a quote... 


A& 1 * 



55cm wide • 10 only • Ex-Display 

£139.99 

Inc. Local Delivery 

Argos £229.99 - Our Instore Price £179.99 


Brand New 50cm 
Freestanding 

Gas Cooker 

First 10 -—— 

Customers 
Only! 

£169.99 

UK’s cheapest 
gas cooker? 

£229.99 in 
Well-Known 
Super Store 
Our Instore Price 
£199.99 


Special offer 
during February! 

All in stock SINKS & TAPS 

now on offer ^ i 





BELOW 
INTERNET 
PRICES. 

Approx ^ 

100 taps 
and 300 sinks. 

Only while stocks last. 


BOSCH 


U Motpoint 


STOVES 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 

from only 

£179.99 


Selection of 
RANGE COOKERS 
in stock 


Experienced sales staff 

to advise you! 


•S^smeg 

elling ^ QinDesu 

plus many other top name brands... 

Same/Next day delivery service 

Payment Plan Available 
Pay weekly with No INTEREST CHARGED! 

Open Monday to Saturday 9am- 5.30pm 

Visit us at www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 

01446 730884 


*UK’s lowest prices found through internet searches. 
All prices correct at time of searches. 


Appliances used for illustration purposes only 















































Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Excellence 
Awards 2014 



The Building Control Surveyors from the Building Control 
Group have nominated builders who have achieved high 
quality building work. 

Criteria required: 

• Compliance with Building Regulations 
and energy efficiency 

• Supplying and managing information 
(giving of notices and information 
relative to the work) 

• Speed of fault rectification 

• Site environment, safety and storage 
of materials (so as not to be detrimental 
to their use) 

• Client/customer satisfaction 


B uilders and 
developers who 
use the building 
regulation service of the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council will be attending 
the ‘Building Awards’ 
dinner, organised through 
the Building Control 
Group of the Council. 

The awards dinner will again, for the 
eleventh year in succession, be held at the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel, Barry on Friday 
January 31,2014. 

The nominations for the awards are provided by the Council’s 
Building Control Surveyors who are responsible for the supervision 
of the projects as they progress on site, through to the completion 
of building work. 

Cllr Fred Johnson, Cabinet Member for Planning and 
Transportation at the Vale of Glamorgan Council, states: “This is the 
eleventh successive year of the “Building Awards” and I have great 
pleasure in providing recognition to builders and developers who 
are determined to provide a high quality customer orientated 
service. The nominations go to show yet again that there are 
several excellent examples of high quality construction projects 
that have been undertaken within the Vale of Glamorgan. 

“Ensuring that buildings are constructed in accordance with 
current building regulations requires a very high standard of 
workmanship, and the builders nominated this year have proven 
that they can meet this requirement. I hope we continue to build 
upon the success of last year’s event, when one of our winners 
went forward to represent Wales and won the Best Extension 
Category at The National Awards, in London, in November.” 

Marcus Goldsworthy, Operational Manager for the Development 
and Building Control Group also states: “Building Regulations have 
a key role whenever you decide to make alterations, extend or 
construct new buildings. With recent changes to the planning 
process and the devolution of the Building Regulations to the Welsh 
Assembly; reducing carbon emissions and improving performance 
and energy efficiency is at the front of the development process. 
Everyone has a part to play in conserving energy and reducing 
carbon emissions, whether we are homeowners seeking to extend 
our homes or developers taking forward a major new scheme. 
Changing the way we construct buildings to make them more 
sustainable will be a big challenge for all involved in the industry”. 

The Development and Building Control Group falls within the 
Development Services Department of the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, and its Head of Service, Rob Thomas stated: 
“Development of any size has a major impact on the day to day 
lives of persons who are undertaking building projects. Ultimately 
it is the builder who has the major responsibility in satisfying not 
only the customer’s needs, but also of meeting the terms of the 
legislation. The “Building Awards” will provide all those involved 
with well deserved recognition for consistently carrying out work 
of a high standard”. 


ABC 

CYMRU 

^rf 

BRO MORGANNWG 



The Vale of Glamorgan Council would also like to thank all the 
sponsors of this event, without whom it would not be possible to 
recognise the builders and developers whose quality of work is 
making a positive difference to the environment of the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Sponsors of the awards are: Nina Estate Agents from Barry, 
ACD Skip & Recycling from Bridgend, The Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Greenbuild Consult and The Glamorgan GEM. 

Winners of the Vale of Glamorgan event will go forward to the 
LABC South Wales “Building Awards” dinner that will be held at the 
Vale of Glamorgan Golf & Spa Resort, Hensol, on April 25, 2014. 

The ultimate achievement can be recognised at national level, 
where the winners of the All Wales event will be nominated into the 
LABC National Building Awards, which will include nominations 
from most of the local authorities throughout Wales and England, 
and will be held in London in November 2014. 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by: 
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Vale of Glamorgan Building Excellence Awards 2014 
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Twyn Yr Odyn 

1, Chapel Terrace I 

Proposal: Single storey extension to rear 
Agent: David Tonkinson from Dinas Powys 
Contractor: Phil Webley c/oWW Building Services 

The scheme consisted of updating a small two bedroom 
terraced house in the village of Twyn yr Odyn. 

The work consisted of the addition of a number of ground 
floor rooms including a bedroom, nursery and kitchen and 
updating the existing accommodation. 

The excavation took weeks to dig as the ground was mainly 
rock, this had to be removed due to the ground contours of 
the existing garden in relation to the existing and proposed 
floor levels. 

The work progressed quickly, with the builder liaising with 
Building Control throughout. 

The accommodation provided has created a usable family 
home for the 21st century. 


W4W 


building 
services 
Cardiff 

Extensions • Conversions • New Builds 
Refurbishments • Structural Alterations 

We are delighted to be 
nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan Building 
Awards 2014 


02920 593807 

www.wwbuildingcardiff.co.uk 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by: 
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Ystradowen 

A unique village 
home 

Proposal: New Dwelling 

Agent: RR Architects from Pontyclun 

Contractor: 

Westgate Building Services of Pontyclun 

This new property was erected to replace an old farm 
cottage, and provides a two storey dwelling, garage and 
detached pool building - all clad in locally sourced stonework. 
As with many remote buildings, an new independent 
drainage treatment plant was installed. 

The builder maintained adequate contact with Building 
Control throughout the build process, ensuring that the 
involvement continued at various stages. The team work on 
this project meant that the achievement was a dwelling of 
substantial quality. 




Sully 

7 Smithies Avenue 


Proposal: 

Two storey extension and complete renovation 


Agent: 

Nigel Arnold from Penarth 

Applicant/Contractor: Mr & Mrs Smith 


The scheme consisted of updating a post war 
bungalow that had been converted into a nursing 
home but never opened. 

The work consisted of the removal of many of the 
internal walls, and the insertion of structural 
steelwork to open up the interior of the building. 
The formation of a two storey lounge dining area 
with an obscure glazed roof has introduced light 
into the building and been added to by a feature 
staircase which serves the upper floor. 


The ground floor also has a cinema/bar area for 
entertaining. 

The first floor has been constructed using a 
bespoke timber frame system. 

Also, at the first floor level, large windows have 
been provided to the master bedroom to give views 
of the coastline. 

The work was carried out by local tradesmen and 
supervised by the owners and their architect in 
liaison with the Building Control officer. 

The completed scheme has created a ‘one-off’ 
house to be admired. 
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Barry 

Golwg y 
Coed 

Land East of 

Pencoedtre 

Lane 

Proposal: 67 New Dwellings 

Applicant/Agent: Taylor Wimpey 
South Wales Developments 
Limited 

Contractor: Taylor Wimpey South 
Wales Developments Limited 


The development comprises of the construction of 
67 houses, some of which were for housing 
association rental. This is the first site that Taylor 
Wimpey has used the Local Authority for its Building 
Control Service within the Vale Of Glamorgan area. 
The Building Control team have built up a very 
good relationship of trust and respect during the 
construction phase of this project. 

Regular inspections were undertaken as required by 
the developer. The developer utilises the flexibility of 
the service which LABC gives, by inviting Building 
Control Officers to regular site meetings so that any 
issues which may arise are resolved at an early 
stage. 

Despite the hectic nature of volume house building, 
this site always gave the impression of being 
organised and well run, with great attention paid to 
health and safety of site operatives and the public. 
Materials were stored in a clean and secure 
compound on site in an appropriate manner. 

The site manager should gain special praise as he 
has been keen throughout this project to liaise with 
Building Control to ensure full compliance without 
the need to rectify matters later. This ensured a very 
smooth construction phase as no significant 
problems arose. It also enabled a fast and smooth 
completion of properties. 


Wenvoe 

The Old Rectory, 
St. Lythans 
Road 

Proposal: Extension 

Applicant/Contractor: Mr Keith Glaister 

Agent: Mr. Ray Baker 

The property was a former rectory in the village of 
St Lythans. The property consists of a detached 
farm house style building with panoramic views of 
the countryside. 

The proposed extension was to provide a two 
storey extension to provide a ground floor 
swimming pool with first floor bedroom and lounge 
area. 


The building has been built using local stone and 
hardwood doubled glazed units and a matching 
slate roof. 

Due to good communication with Building Control 
and an agreed inspection regime, the project has 
resulted in a high quality build in keeping with the 
existing property while giving an interior with a 21st 
century feel. 


Dinas Powys 

Rockside, 

Station Road 

Proposal: Extension 
Agent: 

Christian LeGuilcher do LeGuilcher Architecture 

Applicant/Contractor: 

Wayne Moore Construction 


The scheme consisted of updating a stone house 
in the village of Dinas Powys. 

The work consisted of the addition of a ground 
floor playroom with a first floor guest bedroom and 
en-suite. 

The excavation took weeks to dig as the ground 
was mainly rock. 


A reinforced concrete retaining wall with 
appropriate tanking was installed to retain the 
driveway and adjacent roadway. 

Once out of the ground the work progressed 
quickly with the builder liaising with Building 
Control throughout. 

The accommodation provided has created a 
usable family home for the 21st century. 
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Llantwit 

Major 

Dimlands 

Lodge 

Proposal: Extension 

Agent: Alwyn Jones Architects 

Contractor: 

Mr. Neil Smith & Co. Ltd 


Submitted in a full plans format, this application 
proposed a two storey side extension to a unique 
stone ‘listed building’. 

The stone features of the existing dwelling were 
replicated within the extension, to include hand cut 
stone copings, corbelled turrets, labels and cills 
together with dressed stone quoin work. 



Access within the extension leads to a balcony 
roof area, to provide uninterrupted views over the 
Heritage Coastline and Bristol Channel. 

The logistics of the extension and the re-modelling 
of the existing dwelling tested the contractor to the 
full. Close contact with Building Control was 
maintained throughout the build process. 


Neil Smith & Co. 
Cardiff Ltd 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


Thistle Field, Primrose Hill, Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7DU 

E-Mail: nscardiffltd@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel 01446 773631 • 07850 312984 
07889 730049 

We would like to thank all 
associated with the 
construction and development 
of the Grade II CADW Listed 
project at Dimlands Lodge. 


Cowbridge 

Sutton Farm 

Proposal: 

Barn conversion to holiday lets 
Agent: Richard Crocket 

Contractor: Dave Cooper c/o W. J. 

James & Sons, Fonmon 

This nomination submitted in full plans format 
relates to phase 1 of a three-part conversion of 
redundant stone farm buildings into holiday 
accommodation. 

Only the external walls and roof structures of the 
barns were retained with the remainder of 
elements being renewed to modern standards of 
thermal efficiency to provide 2 holiday lets of 
substantial quality in a remote and tranquil setting. 
W. J. James maintained close communication and 
a very high standard of workmanship throughout 
the build process. 



W JAMES & SONS 

Building Contractors 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 

We are pleased to be nominated 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards 

Tel: 01446 719100/ 
07932 486627 


Llanblethian 

Brooklyn 

Proposal: 

Extension 

Agent: 

Anderson & Associates 

Contractor: 

JCW Developments 

This application for a two storey extension was 
submitted in a full plans format. It involved 
several elements of construction with various 
complicated roof structures, providing an 
attached garage, atelier, garden room and first 
floor studio. 

Limited vehicular access to the site presented 
many logistical problems to the builder, who 
coped admirably with the issues, to achieve a 
building of quality. 










A NDERSON & 

Associates 

Architectural Consultants 
Surveyors and Planners 

Residential & Commercial Design 
Barn Conversion & Extensions 

39 High Street, 
Cowbridge CF71 7AE. 

Tel: 01446 772180 
isaac.ander.assoc@gmail.com 

www.anderson-architectural.co.uk 
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Dinas Powys 

Woodland Rise, 

St. Andrews Road 

Proposal: Extension 
Agent: Richard Crocket 
Contractor: Gibbons Bros 

The scheme consisted of updating a brick built bungalow on 
the outskirts of the village of Dinas Powys. 

The work consisted of the addition of a ground floor lounge 
and bathroom with a first floor bedroom and veranda. 

Due to planning restrictions the extension has been built with 
angled walls to match the existing building. 

The interior has been enhanced using new feature trusses 
in the roof structure and the veranda has an enclosed glass 
balcony overlooking the rear garden. 

The builder, in liaison with Building Control, has created a 
well-constructed extension with some unusual details. 

The building work is of a very high standard, which is to be 
expected from a previous award winner. 
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We are delighted to be 
nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan Building 
Excellence Awards 2014 
Tel: 01633 815986 

Email: enquiries@gibbonsbros .co.uk 
Mobile: 07713 512469 
Ty-Hir Farm, St. Brides, Wentlooge, 
Newport, South Wales NP10 8SF 


Steve James 

Local Builder/ 
Craftsmanship 

Proposal: 

Extensions and alterations 
Address: Various 
Applicant: Various 
Agent: Various 

Contractor: Steve James do SJ Building & 


Property Maintenance Ltd 

A worthy inclusion in this 
year’s awards, SJ Building & 
Property Maintenance have 
continuously demonstrated 
high levels of workmanship 
and quality on various 
projects throughout the year. 
With a reputation built on 
commitment, professionalism 
and achieving client 
satisfaction, SJ Building & 
Property Maintenance 
continue to carry out 
schemes of an exceptional 
standard that far exceeds the 
requirements outlined in 
current Building Regulations. 

The contractors have 
maintained this high standard 
despite undertaking a 
substantial number of 
projects, throughout the Vale 
authority, that have each 
presented their own unique 
and unconventional 
problems. SJ Building & 

Property Maintenance, 
through their excellent work 
ethic and attitude, have 
demonstrated an 
unsurpassed level of care 


and commitment to client 
needs and project 
requirements. 

One of Steve's qualities is 
that he is not just interested 
in completing the work and 
moving on to the next 
contract; he is genuinely 
concerned that the finished 
product meets his own high 
standards and pleases his 
clients. Furthermore, he has 
had the flexibility to extend 
the remit of the work in 
response to developing 
ideas; when necessary, he 
has provided sound advice - 
both technical and aesthetic. 

The contractor’s willingness 
to ensure Building 
Regulations involvement at 
all key project stages has 
resulted in the development 
of an efficient and sound 
working relationship with the 
Building Control department. 
A nomination in this year’s 
awards is a fitting reward for 
the effort and skill shown by 
SJ Building & Property 
Maintenance in 2013. 




Building & Property 
Maintenance Ltd 

Steve James 

Qualified Trademan 

All aspects of building construction 
and property maintenance. 

We are really pleased to 
have been nominated for 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Building Control Awards 2014 

01446 404360 
/07877415755 


www.sj-building.co.uk 

info@sj-building.co.uk 
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\Madeleine Moon MP was a recent visitor to 
Brynteg Comprehensive School. 


Brynteg pupils impress 
MP on climate change 


YEAR-9 pupils in the geography 
department at Brynteg 
Comprehensive School received 
their certificates for excellence 
from Bridgend MP Madeleine 
Moon last week. 

After congratulating the pupils, she 
gave a presentation on climate change to a 
crowded hall of year-9 pupils, followed 
by a short question and answer session. 

The MP reported: “The pupils were 


eager to ask important questions follow¬ 
ing my climate change presentation. 

“They talked about the reduction of 
Government grants for improving house 
insulation; was the earth naturally evolv¬ 
ing, and continents moving together; and 
whether the recent storms and erratic 
weather we are experiencing are a result 
of climate change. 

“Their final question was about what 
personal action I was taking. I told them 
my house was fully insulated and when in 


London, I always travelled by public 
transport using the tube and buses. 

“We unfortunately ran out of time with 
the Q&A, which meant many pupils did¬ 
n’t get the chance to ask their questions. 
The pupils were knowledgeable and con¬ 
cerned about climate change locally and 
globally. 

“When I next visit the school, I will 
ensure that our Q&A session lasts longer 
and everyone has the opportunity to join 
in.” 


Local infants 
school receive 
Fairtrade 
recognition 



Pete Thompson, head Mrs Amanda 
Stanford, with pupils Madison Williams 
and Connor Barwick, receiving the balls. 


MYNYDD Cynffig 
Infants had a wel¬ 
come surprise 
when Ann Lewis 
and Pete 

Thompson, of the 
Bridgend County 
Fairtrade Group, 
presented a 
Fairtrade netball 
and rugby ball in 
recognition of their 
achievement in 
attaining Fairtrade 
status last year. 

The children were 
reminded of the impor¬ 
tance of Fairtrade in 
providing families with 
a fair price for their 
products, enabling them 
to have food on the 
table and, most impor¬ 
tantly, enabling their 
children to go to school. 

This is something we 


take for granted but in 
many parts of the world, 
children have to pay to 
go to school or have to 
stay at home and work 
to help their family sur¬ 
vive. 

Pete Thompson said: 
“Fairtrade Cymru rated 
the school as excellent 
in its assessment of chil¬ 
dren’s efforts and it is 
clear that the pupils and 
teachers at Mynydd 
Cynffig Infants continue 
to support Fairtrade with 
energy, enthusiasm and 
commitment. 

“It is through their 
efforts, and many other 
schools, businesses, 
places of worship and 
individuals that 
Bridgend is a Fairtrade 
county and Wales is a 
Fairtrade country, the 
first in the world.” 


Eleanor (10) says, 
“I name this estate...” 



Busy schedule 
for Cantorion 


A 10-year-old pupil 
from Coety 
Primary School has 
won a competition 
to name a new 
housing develop¬ 
ment in the village. 

Eleanor Home chose 
the winning name, 
‘Gerddi Pentref’, 
meaning ‘Village 
Gardens’, for the 
Llanmoor Homes 
development, which 
will be launching next 
month. 

Junior pupils at 
Coety Primary were set 
the challenge of sug¬ 
gesting a name, in 
return for the chance to 
win a visit to the Dr 
Who Experience in 
Cardiff. Tim Grey, 
director at Llanmoor 
Homes, joined the 
pupils for their weekly 
celebratory assembly 
and is pictured (above) 
with Eleanor and 
deputy head Sue 
Davies.. 

As a thank you, 
Llanmoor Homes also 
made a donation to the 
school to purchase a 
scooter rack to help 
encourage pupils to 
travel to school in an 
environmentally friend¬ 
ly way. 


FOLLOWING the 
AGM held at Gilead, 
Spencer Road, Coity 
on January 27, 
Cantorion Coety, a 
choir of over 30 mixed 
voices, are presently 
preparing their pro¬ 
gramme of varied 
Welsh music for con¬ 
certs at venues during 
the 2014 season. 

The AGM was well 
attended, and officers and 
officials were re-elected 
for another year. 
Chairman Gareth Brace 
reported that four choir 
members were unwell, 
and the choir wished 
them well and hoped for 
their speedy recovery. 

He thanked the choir 
for their regular atten¬ 
dances at practices during 
2013 and commendable 
performances at all con¬ 
certs. 

On behalf of the whole 
choir, he also thanked 
musical director, Eira 
Paskin and accompanist, 
Gareth Waite for their 
hard work in preparing 
the choir during 
rehearsals, and for their 


positive leadership at 
concerts. 

Treasurer Robert Price 
gave a full account of a 
satisfactory financial 
position for the choir at 
the end of last year. 
Secretary Margaret 
Davies detailed invita¬ 
tions sent to the choir for 
the coming season. 

Finally, president Dr 
John Elfed Jones of 
Coity, addressed the 
meeting and again 
declared his support for 
Cantorion Coety. The 
president is a regular, 
keen supporter of the 
choir, and Cantorion 
Coety fully appreciate his 
enthusiasm and generous 
support of their efforts. 

The choir are currently 
making preparations for 
their second annual con¬ 
cert at Tabemacl Chapel, 
Bridgend, in June, togeth¬ 
er with other engage¬ 
ments in their schedule. 

For details, contact 
Alun Roberts Jones 
(01656 655162) or 
Margaret Davies (01656 
656276). 



Pupils from Blaengarw Primary School who have been 
commended for their recent ‘green’ projects. 

Pupils go green 
and pick up 
an eco award 
for Blaengarw! 


PUPILS at 
Blaengarw Primary 
School have been 
presented with a 
Platinum Green 
Flag award from 
Keep Wales Tidy 
for their ‘green’ 
efforts. 

These included a 
‘banana flinging compe¬ 
tition’ to raise awareness 
of Fairtrade and a green¬ 
house made of recycled 
plastic bottles. 

The school’s sustain¬ 
able development offi¬ 
cer, Lorraine John, 
explained: “Every pupil 
in the school brought in 
a Fairtrade banana to eat 
at break time and then 
kept the skin so that they 
could compete in a com¬ 
petition to see who could 
throw them the furthest! 

“Even the staff and 
dinner ladies took part, 
and the winning children 
in various age categories 
were presented with a 
badge, certificate and a 
Fair Trade chocolate bar 
in a special school 
assembly.” 

Pupils and teachers 
also saved 1,000 two- 
litre plastic bottles to 
build an eco-greenhouse 
in the schoolyard, so that 
they can grow plants and 
seeds for the school gar¬ 
den. 

These and other proj¬ 
ects saw the school’s 
eco-committee praised 
for their efforts by Keep 


Wales Tidy. Lorraine 
added: “Being awarded 
with the Platinum 
School Flag has given us 
lots of confidence to 
teach pupils even more 
about our responsibility 
to the planet and the 
importance of creating a 
sustainable future. 
Congratulations to all of 
our young eco-warriors 
who are constantly 
ensuring that we reduce, 
re-use and recycle!” 

Garth Primary School 
in Maesteg is also 
proudly flying a 
Platinum flag after Keep 
Wales Tidy rewarded 
their efforts which 
include an initiative that 
monitors energy use at 
the school. 

Every lunch time, 
members of the school’s 
‘green team’ visit class¬ 
rooms to see if any 
lights, computers and 
other electronic equip¬ 
ment have been left on. 
The pupils then update a 
traffic lights display, 
which can be found in 
the school’s junior hall. 

If everything has been 
left on then the traffic 
light is turned to red, 
while it is orange if most 
things are switched off, 
and it goes green if 
everything has been 
switched off. 

Coun Huw David, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children 
and young people, said: 


“Congratulations to both 
of these schools for 
showing such tremen¬ 
dous enthusiasm for all 
things green. They are 
setting an excellent 
example in encouraging 
children to engage with 
green issues from a 
young age. 

“They’ve been very 
creative in finding ways 
to make learning about 
the environment really 
fun for the pupils, and 
their eco-friendly ethos 
really shines through.” 

Student 
Hugh is 
on his 
way to 
Cambridge 



Hugh Perkins. 


A COWBRIDGE 
student at a Brecon 
school has won a 
place at Cambridge 
University to study 
engineering. 

Hugh Perkins from 
Clemenstone, who stud¬ 
ies at Christ College 
Brecon, has received an 
offer from Gonville and 
Caius College - one of 
three pupils at the school 
to be offered places by 
Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. 

Hugh started at the 
school in September 
2012 from St John’s 
School, Porthcawl, and is 
studying maths, further 
maths and physics. 

He is head of Orchard 
House and is working 
towards his Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, as 
well as being a regular 
mountain biker in the 
Brecon Beacons. 


Slimmers donate 
to local Foodbank 

MEMBERS of the Slimming World group 
in Llantwit Major have donated over 22 
bags of food for the local Foodbank. 

Consultant Helen said: “Every year in January, we 
collect items of food left over from Christmas for a 
charity. This year, it was decided to keep it local, and 
the Foodbank was suggested. 

“I was overwhelmed to have collected over 22 
bags of food knowing that this is going to benefit 
many families in the local area. 

“We even had a lady from the public donate and 
as I don’t know her, I hope she is reading this as it 
was very kind of her and we were very grateful, so 
thank you!” 

Donations can be taken to the Foodbank on 
Wednesdays in Llantwit or there are local drop-off 
points around the area. There is also a drop-off 
point on Tuesdays at 9.30am, 5.30pm or 7.30pm in 
the Catholic Church, Ham Lane East. 
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THE Glamorgan GEM is proud to once 
again co-sponsor the eleventh annual 
Vale of Glamorgan Building Awards. 

As the Vale’s most widely-distributed weekly 
newspaper, we are committed to supporting the 
community as a whole, and local businesses in 
particular. 

As such, it gives us genuine pleasure to pub¬ 
licly acknowledge their professional achieve¬ 
ments - and what better way to do this than 
through these prestigious Vale of Glamorgan 
Council awards? 

The nominees listed in this special supple¬ 
ment had to fight off formidable competition to 
get this far and they can be justifiably proud of 
themselves 

The GEM, too, is pleased to play its part in 
honouring this Vale success story. 

Recognition must be given to Jan Irving, who 
has co-ordinated the awards supplement for 
The GEM for eleven years. 

CAROLINE ATTYA, General Manager 

The Mount Sorrel 
Hotel 


MOCNI NORR1J 


THE Mount Sorrel Hotel, is an excel¬ 
lent venue for all your corporate 
needs, encompassing 40 quality en- 
suite bedrooms, a bar lounge and two 
restaurants. 

We also have available our Conway Suite, 
which can accommodate a maximum of 150 
guests for your seminar, luncheon, presenta¬ 
tion or dinner. 

We guarantee, to yourself and guests, the 
perfect hospitality experience - alongside a 
high and consistent standard of customer - 
care, food and beverage. 

Please contact us with your particular 
requirements. We will endeavour to meet your 
expectations at an affordable price that will 
encourage you to return. 


Nina Estate 
Agents Ltd 


rfina 


nlna 


estate 


agents 


I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 


Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 
email enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


ACD Skips tali* 

ACD Skips is a family-run company 
that was set up in Bridgend as a one- 
lorry operation in 1993. 

The company has grown in size quite consid¬ 
erably and has overcome many hurdles, due to 
the vast changes in Environmental Legislation 
and Waste Policies. 

It currently runs a fleet of waste collection 
vehicles with its own maintenance facility, and 
operates a materials recycling centre at prem¬ 
ises on Brynmenyn Industrial Estate, Bridgend, 
which is a central base with easy M4 access. 

The company is progressive, is open to any 
new waste reduction initiatives, and actively 
pursues new waste recycling ideas. 

It continues to source waste streams to 
recycling end-users. Understanding the require¬ 
ments of its customers, together with good 
service, remains a top priority. 


SKIP HIRE 

• Mini • Covered 

• Midi • Builders 

• Maxi • Roll-on Roll-off 

We cover Cardiff to Swansea 
including the Vale of Glamorgan 

Drop off and collection service 

1 ■ Open 7 days 

Call 01656 722 222 

Competitively Priced 


Councillor Margaret Wilkinson, 
the Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, is pleased to be associated 
with the Council's Building Control 
Group's eleventh 'Building Awards' 
and wishes every success to the 
nominees. 


LET us take the stress out of selling 
and buying, as we are the agents who 
care and are passionate about all our 
customers’ needs. 

We are a local team with over 20 years of 
experience, and are known for our profession¬ 
al, caring and courteous service. 

We offer a no-sale, no-fee basis and very 
competitive rates. We intensively advertise 
your property weekly and daily, via numerous 
websites and weekly advertisements in the 
local newspapers. 

As soon as you put your property on the 
market with us, we will use our experience, 
our knowledge, our trusted contacts and our IT 
system, to seek out the best and the most 
suitable buyers and tenants. 

We have a full range of residential sales 
and letting properties and are proud to offer a 
unique service. 

Call us on 01446 736888 for sales or 
01446 734668 for lettings, or visit 
www. ninaestateagents. co.uk 



Mae'r Cynghorydd Margaret 
Wilkinson, Maer Cyngor Bro 
Morgannwg, yn falch o ymwneud a 
'Gwobrau Adeiladu' GrWp Rheoli 
Adeiladu'r Cyngor, a gynhelir eleni 
am yr unfed tro are ddeg, ac yn 
dymuno pob llwyddiant i'r rhai 
sydd wedi'u henwebu. 


bar ry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



Cilitniorgaii 
GEM 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 

he ad your GEM 
online for free! 

SIMPLY LOG-ON TO EACH OF 
OUR LOCAL FULLY DIGITAL 
EDITIONS - WEEKLY! 
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365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

Building & Roofing Contractors 

(Plus Insurance Work) 

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build • Garage Door Repairs 

• Extensions • Loft Conversions 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 



ACORN 

Building & Property Services J3 



From easing a door or laying your patio 
to building a new extension. Qualified 
tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


MODERN DECORATIONS 


for 


Your 1st choice 
curtains and blinds 


• View a wide range of Fabrics in the 
comfort of your own home or office. 

• Curtains, all valances, tie hacks, 
curtain tracks and poles. 

• Venetian, Vertical, Roller and Roman 
Blinds. 

• Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Service. 



Geoff Brown 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

Estimates Free (with no obligation) 
over 30 years experience 

Find us on yell.com 

www. moderndecorations. co. uk 



Care & Repair in the Vale 


helps older home owners to 
have repairs and adaptations 
carried out to their homes, to 
enable them to remain living 
there in comfort and safety. 

Care & Repair in the Vale, 

121 Broad St., 

Barry, CF62 7AL 
Telephone 01446 704308 

www.newydd.co.uk 

Care & Repair in the Vale is a service provided by Newydd Housing 
Association (1974) Ltd., with funding support from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council and the Welsh Government. 


Barry Security Centre 
i and Locksmiths 

• Burglar Alarms 

for Homes & Business 

• Locks & Key Cutting 

• Competitive Prices 


119a Park Crescent, Barry 

01446 740119/07899 677698 


GRABit PLANT HIRE 


01446 
700535 

GROUNDWORK 

CONTRACTORS Ltd 



D.B. DECORATION LTD 
Interior & Exterior, 
Painting & Decorating 

Over 30 years’ experience 
High quality work 

Contact David Bradbury 
01446 750256 or 07811 317954 
www.dbdecoration.com 


ASGUARD LTD V 
01446 736002 r * i 


Unit 3e, Palmersvale 
Business Centre, 
Barry CF63 2XA 

Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 

• RESIDENTIAL 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety 
Executive: Licence Number: 061405056 

IF IN DOUBT, CALL 
THE EXPERTS OUT!’ 

SERVICES WE OFFER: 

Asbestos Removal & Disposal • Asbestos 
Management, Refurbishment & Demolition 
Surveys • Demolition & Soft Stripping • 
Asbestos Sampling • Artex Ceiling 
Removal • Asbestos Shed & Garage 
Roofs removed & reinstated • Asbestos 
Soffits and Facia Boards • Asbestos Floor 
Tiles • Reinstatement Projects. 

Lowest prices guaranteed 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION FOR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE SERVICES. 


E-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by: 
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VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL BUILDING CONTROL AWARDS 2014 


Vale of Glamorgan Building Excellence Awards 2014 


LABC 

CYMRU 


Don Mitchell 
Associates 


Award winning Architectur 



Innovative Practical Design 
From Planning to Completion 

01446 771218 

Top floor, 39 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
don@donmitchellarchite ct.co.uk 

www.donmitchellarchitect.co.uk 


IR&1V 

mom l.id/ 


Tool & Plant Hire 

Sales & Service 
Hand & Power Tools 
Mountfield Mower 
Sales & Service 
Health & Safety 
Workwear & Equipment 

Local delivery & collection. 
Friendly service & advice. 

Unit 20, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow. Tel. 01446 771999 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL 
DOOR MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

www.actiondoors.com 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 

10% OFF with 
production or 
mention of this 
GEM advert 


jTjj Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service Q7854 168459 



Unit 25, Llandow Industrial Estate 

(Between Cowbridge & Llantwit Major) 
Turn first right after Tower Cafe by the 
yellow bollards, first gate on left. 

Tel. 01446 796252 
or 07788 377325 

Available for collection 
or delivery. 

Local suppliers of 
Mortar, Concrete, Screed, 

Bagged Sand & Aggregates. 


www.mixcrete.co.uk 



qfrroiiOfatoit 

(ycmroC ^IJuiMcr 

General Repairs 


design cf- Build 
Extensions 
Refurbishment 
(landscape 
Works 
driveways 
^ Ratios 
Suffy q ). 02921 407655 
Tour <T)if[age guilder 


epairs 
• Carpentry Works 
' Brick/Stone Works 
’ Roofing Works 
< Drainage 
Groundworks 



LNC FLOOR COVERINGS LTD 

LNC - COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FLOORING 


New showroom NOW OPEN 


Unit 10, Palmerston Workshops, Barry CF63 2YZ 

(NEAR VFM MEAT SUPPLIES) 

Up to 50% off All Stock Items. 

Only with this Advert. Offer valid until end of February 2014 

All aspects of flooring: 

• Laminates 

• Wood 

• Vinyl Safely Flooring 

• Luxury Vinyl Tiles 

• Carpets from 
£4.99 sq m 

Now stockists 
of Astro Turf 
* smas FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 327577/07973 709103 



D. B. FRANCIS ^ 


GAS MAINTENANCE & l j 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS' - ^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



► All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

» Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

► Boiler Up-grades 

* Heating Controls Up-dated 

* Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

► Twelve months guarantee 

* Good after-sales service and maintenance 


W\ A RVafcrt At ▲ 

7 Year Guarantee 

TSr Re g no.2584 A.C.O.P. Approved 


Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


Is your boiler misbehaving? 


Servicing, Repairs and Installation 
for all your gas appliances. 

No emergency call out charges! 

Boiler Service £50 • Fire Service £40 
Cooker Service £30 • 10% Discount 
for Multi-Appliance Servicing 

Discounts also available to all for Returning Customers, 
Senior Citizens, Current and Ex-Members of HM Forces 


07889 867387 • 01446 795885 . 

www.misterboiler.co.uk 


VALE STORAGE LTD 


CONTAINER 
HIRE & SALES 

20ft Steel Containers. 
New and used units. 

On site secure storage. 
Easy Access just off J35, M4 

01446 771660 or 07511 928085 
jS ?* Unit 10a, Vale Business 

ViikhH cous*** Park, Llandow 

sales@richardcouzens .co.uk 



G&W ■!?.' 

We offer personal specialist 
property advice for sales, 
purchases or 
re-mortgage 
transactions 


Bridgend 

12 Park Street, Bridgend, CF 31 4 HZ Serving 

01656 653122 foe community 

Cowbridge for over 

4 A Westgate. Cowbridge. CF 71 7 AR 100 years. 

01446 772212 


www.gaskelldndwalker.conn 



The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by: 


GEM 
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High Quality 'Como' Wardrobes 

In Walnut finish with black glass doors 

200cm wide (67”) 4 doors (2 with black glass). £495 

250cm wide (8’3”)(5 black glass doors). £795 

300cm wide (9’10”)(6 Black glass doors). £895 

FREE DELIVERY & ASSEMBLY 


Bespoke Bedroom Installations 

Our bespoke bedrooms and home offices are second to none. 

The huge range is professionally installed by time served trades¬ 
men. Free home consultations and CAD design service. 

FOR THE LARGEST CHOICE OF FITTED AND FREESTANDING SLIDING DOOR 
WARDROBES, GOTO OUR NEW WEBSITE SLIDINGDOORSWALES.COM 

• HUGE RANGE OF PRODUCTS • BOTH FITTED AND FREESTANDING 

• INSTALLED BY PROFESSIONALS • 5 OR 10 YEAR GUARANTEES INCLUDED 

• LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF DOOR COMBINATIONS 

• FREE HOME CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 

• CAD DESIGN SERVICE FOR FITTED PRODUCTS 


GLIDING DOORS WALES COM, 


call NOW!! 01656 657526 

Town & Country Bedroom* 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Industrial Est. 
Bridgend CF313RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 


MUST END FEBRUARY 2nd 


SRI 


Sun Booms 




Conservatories 


Iwy 0—iflattOB 


NEW SHOWROOM 

t*enny Gorden 
lAMiuuKUM , Centre, 

TRUST Ewennv Rood. 
MAWK i Bridgend CF35 5AD 


Tills January Securahome 
Amoient A Rated windows I hove launched Ihelr 

BIGGEST 
EVER SALE! 

A gfru r#t 1 1OQ CCO n Gwxxtrrs *■ 
hh 'cine tiuiiKij Wita 


C«K95VO*D*V FFOV • ID 3 SfllfW ft 

FREEPHONE 0500 21 22 24 






PVCU AMrtfU m 
andTjmbef 


BESPOKE OESiGN TO SUIT ALL TASTES 

♦ RSE {Aivtig mycs 

♦ Fiji ipgf 

i<^tfcai 0 iaiGRiit{faiaaii 


♦ P?5 

Composite Doors I ♦ lOiwinswBewirrcrW 


SAVE ON YOUR 
HEATING BILLS 


PLUS 

• 5 9% APt? Horn BorckTKS 
•Bj/r>cwfw/2015 

• to* • 2 Vtar$ IrdMtf Frw 


Abo %WYi 

(Joas fcsjaaJt amartn 

Modem ml 

rr 0 crrrncnt ^Uj ter- jttt: 
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PENARTH ENTHUSIAST BEN 
APPOINTED AS CHAIRMAN 
OF DEAN FOREST RAILWAY 


A PENARTH man has 
been appointed chair¬ 
man of a popular pre¬ 
served railway. 

Ben Gray has been a guard 
and worked on the line at the 
Dean Forest Railway at Lydney 
in Gloucestershire, 10 miles 
from the Welsh border. 

The position is voluntary, 
and at the age of 30, he may 
have a claim to be the youngest 
chairman of a heritage railway 
in the country. 

Mr Gray, who stood for the 
Conservatives at the last 
Assembly elections, said: “I 
got involved with the Dean 
Forest Railway because it is the 
closest to Penarth. 

“Thirty is quite young to be 


chairman of a heritage railway. 

He first became interested in 
railways because his grandpar¬ 
ents lived next to the 
‘Watercress Line’ in 
Hampshire. 

He added: “I was absolutely 
fascinated by it, and I first 
became a volunteer at the age 
of 12, working in the buffet.” 

The railway runs through 
four miles of the picturesque 
Forest of Dean between 
Lydney and Parkend. 

The heritage railway has 
regular Thomas the Tank 
Engine days - the author of the 
original books, Rev Wilbert 
Awdry was a president of the 
railway - and one of its engines 
is named Wilbert in his honour. 



Ben Gray of Penarth is the new 
chairman of the Dean Forest 
Railway in Gloucestershire. 


ROTARY CLUB’S NEW RECRUIT! 

THE Dinas Powys 
Rotary Club presi¬ 
dent, Tony 
Stevens, welcomed 
its new member 
Andrew Marsh 
last week. 

A Sully resident 
and an ex-employee 
of British Gas in 
Cardiff, Andrew was 
introduced to the 
club by Rotarian Bill 
Christensen. 

There was also a 
presentation by the 
district membership 
officer, Rotarian 
Keith Moger, who 
gave a interesting 
talk on the future of 
Rotary and its ideas 
and plans to attract 
new members. 



PICTURED, left to right, are: president Tony Stevens, the 
new member Andrew Marsh, and Rotarian Bill Christensen. 



50TH ANNIVERSARY OF A 
POPULAR FAMILY BUSINESS 


A & H Asprou are to celebrate on 
olton Road with a Ty Hafan fundraiser 



RECALLING 
A PROUD 
MOMENT! 




Members of the Asprou family in 1960, with a prestigious British hairdressing title. 
Among those pictured are Andreas (far left) his brother John (centre with the Cup) 
and Andreas’s uncle Chris far right. 


ABOVE: 

Andreas celebrating his Welsh Cup 
win in 1970 with his daughter Nina. 

A&H Asprou 

GENTLEMENS’ 1 1311964 

HAIR DESIGN 

Celebrate our 
50 years with 
us on Friday 
7th February. 

COMPLIMENTARY 
DRINKS & NIBBLES 


A ward-winning gents 
and boys’ hairstyl¬ 
ist, A & H Asprou of 
241 Holton Road, is cele¬ 
brating its 50th anniver¬ 
sary on February 7. 

The business is the quintessen¬ 
tial family concern - inspired by 
father Andreas and carried on by 
son Harry. 

For any commercial enterprise 
to last for 50 years in the same 
location is a huge achievement - 
even more so in the competitive 
world of hairdressing. 

Andreas told The GEM that he 
was originally encouraged to 
come to Barry from Cardiff by 
his brother, John 

“I was a very young fellow - 
about 19 - when I started the 


Thank you to all our 
loyal customers 


241 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4HT 

Tel: 1014461 732533 



determined at the time and in 
1970 I won a Welsh Cup in hair¬ 
dressing, and things really took 
off.” 

So what does Andreas believe 
is the secret of A & H Asprou’s 
success? 

“Giving a great service and 
giving the public what they 
want.” 

That excellent service is 
demonstrated by the loyalty of its 
customers as Harry, who joined 
his father in 1985, explained: 
“People come from all over the 
Vale. We’ve got one customer, 
Fred O’Connell, who used to live 
in Cadoxton, moved to 
Gloucester, but still comes in for 
his hair cut. 

“Another customer comes all 
the way from Cardigan once a 


business. I didn’t ever think about month, 
whether it would still be going in “We don’t get much passing 
50 years! trade, so we rely on our good 

~ do remember being very name. A good reputation is spread 


by word of mouth and that’s what 
has helped us.” 

The business employs three 
full time members of staff and 
Andreas is always on ‘standby’ if 
needed. 

One major change over the 
years is that men have become 
more style-conscious. 

Although, Andreas and Harry 
stress their success has been 
down to great service, there’s 
something else they offer - 
boundless enthusiasm! 

The shop has a friendly atmos¬ 
phere with a real buzz and lots of 
laughter. 

To celebrate their 50th anniver¬ 
sary, Andreas and Harry are hold¬ 
ing a raffle in aid of the Ty Hafan 
children’s charity When they cel¬ 
ebrated the 30th anniversary of 
the business, 20 years ago a 
fundraiser for Ty Hafan raised 
£1,246. 

Here’s to the next 50 years! 



Markos Asprou 

Gentlemen’s Barbers 

Congratulations to my brother 
& nephew on your 
50th Anniversary ^ 

from your brother Markos 

20 Park Crescent, BARRY 

Tel: 01446 733349 


The 


^Bac/sAcu^ 

By H. Asprou 

4th generation family barber 

Congratulations to 
Andreas & Harry. 

Quality barbers for 50 years. 
A real success story! 

Island Road, Barry 


Andreas and Harry are celebrating 
50 years of success for the 
Asprou family on Holton Road. 


ANDREOUS 


SALON 


Andria & Maria would 
like to congratulate 
Andreas & Harry on ^ 
their 50th anniversary. 

2 REGENT STREET, BARRY 

TEL: 01446 736323 


Innovative • Stylish • Professional 


Maria of Hairscope & Stas 
of Aspro's Market Street, 
would like to congratulate 
Andreas & Harry on 
50 years in the business. 
Wishing you many morel 
16 York Place, Barry 
Tel. 01446 720010 
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Our‘A’RATED Windows are 

AMAZING 

Free ‘A’ rated glass 


25% OFF 

in our 

JANUARY 

SALE 

Celebrate our 20 years in 
business with our amazing sale 


Unit 2, Leckwith Rd 
Cardiff, CF11 8AP 

10a Ewenny Rd, 
Bridgend, CF31 3HL 


[2CT 

' YEARS 


y WINDOWS, DOORS V 

M.P.N 


& CONSERVATORIES 


Yale Secured PVC Front Doors 


Full Repair Service Available 




10 year 
guarantee 
beautiful 
designs 

only 

£ 550 * 

fully fitted! 

PVC Back 
Doors 

£ 499 * 

*Mention This Ad When Ordering 


Fascias, Gutters & Downpipes Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Probably THE BEST 
WINDOWS AND DOORS 
IN WALES! 


AN AWARD WINNING 
FAMILY BUSINESS 
SINCE 1994 


Imr 


02920 508770 Cardiff 01656 349515 Bridgend 
01446 439212 Barry E-mail: mpnwindows@aol.com ^nsa 
OPEN from 9am to 9pm 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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In and out of class at Eagleswell School 


Our super 
Ambassadors! 
EAGLESWELL 
Primary celebrated 
the election of their 
‘Super 

Ambassadors’ at 
the start of this 
term. 

Lewis Bell and 
Menna Burmingham 
(pictured far right ) were 
elected by the pupils as 
part of the Children’s 
Commissioner of Wales’ 
scheme to provide a 
lively and interactive 
way for children to learn 
about their rights in 
accordance with 
UNCRC, which under¬ 
pins the Welsh 
Government vision for 
education. 

It also gives the pupils 
the opportunity to 
become active partici¬ 
pants in school life, 
working alongside the 
school council. 

Their first ‘Special 
Mission’ is to carry out a 
questionnaire with fel¬ 
low pupils to find out 
about what makes them 
feel unsafe when walk¬ 



Some stars of the Christmas 
card recycling scheme. 


ing to school. 

This gives pupils the 
chance to have their say 
- an important right of 
the child. 

The information will 
then be fed back to the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government, to help 
them produce a guide for 
local authorities to plan 
a safe route for children 
to travel to and from 
school. 

Eagleswell 
Eco news 

IT’S been a busy term 
so far at Eagleswell. 
Last week, the Gregory 
Brothers visited our 


school, to pass on the 
message of the ‘3 Rs’- 
Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle! 

The pupils had great 
fun listening to them 
passing on important 
information in a fun- 
packed afternoon. 

Several pupils were 
lucky enough to be cho¬ 
sen to help out the 
Gregory Brothers, and 
were rewarded with 
some special pens made 
from recycled material. 

The whole school 
have been singing their 
songs and are continuing 
to care for our environ¬ 
ment. 


A huge thank you to 
Mrs Annie Paine of Miri 
Mieri Community 
Garden, who cleared all 
the raised tyre beds and 
good quality soil, in 
order that these could be 
put to good use here at 
Eagleswell. 

She also carefully dug 
up fruit bushes and other 
sensory plants that have 
been relocated in our 
school grounds. Mrs 
Nicola Richards, our 
Eco co-ordinator, was 
instrumental in the 
clearing of the site and 
the replanting of the 
bushes. 

Our ‘Eco Eagles’ have 


used the soil to fill large 
tubs, in which apple 
trees and currant bushes 
are now residing. 

Eagleswell Primary 
has been participating in 
the Vale Christmas card 
recycling scheme. The 
pupils were asked to col¬ 
lect used cards from 
family, friends and 
neighbours, and to return 
them to school by the 
end of the month. 

Pupils also asked their 
families to collect cards 
from work to allow us to 
recycle as many cards as 
possible. They were also 
asked to count their 



cards in order to make it 
easier when adding the 
final total. 

Our total so far is just 
over 36,000 cards! A big 
thank you to all pupils 
who have helped us 
reach our highest ever 
total, and an especially 
big thank you to Mr and 
Mrs Lees, whose efforts 
have been greatly appre¬ 
ciated. 

This will go towards 
our ongoing efforts in 
our bid to become an 
Eco School - more of 
which to follow in the 
coming weeks. GR 


r~ I \ 



PREPARING THE SOIL... 


Hannah serves up her 
winning menu in Rotary 
Young Chef competition 



Left to right: Libby Jervis, Hannah Kerslake (winner), Ellie Humphry and Ellie Jose (runner-up). 



The winner’s dessert of Mixed Seasonal Berry Shortcake. 


THE fight for a place 
in the southern 
Wales final of the 
Rotary International 
Young Chef competi¬ 
tion took place in the 
kitchen at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School recently. 

Four young chefs from 
the Vale had to create, in 
just two hours, an appetis¬ 
ing three-course meal for 
two with a total ingredient 
cost under £15. 

The competitors were 
Ellie Humphry of 
Stanwell School, Libby 
Jervis of Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, Ellie Jose 
of Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive, and 
Hannah Kerslake of Bryn 
Hafren School. 

The overall winner was 
Hannah Kerslake, who prepared 
the following menu: 

Starter - Mature Cheddar 
Stuffed Mushrooms. 

Main - Pan Fried Sea Bass 
with Mediterranean Vegetables. 

Dessert - Mixed Seasonal 
Berry Shortcake. 

Ellie Jose was the runner-up 
with a menu of Individual 
Smoked Salmon and Cream 
Cheese Miniature Gateaux, 
Honey Spiced Chilli Chicken 
with Broccoli and Crushed 


Garlic Potatoes, followed by a 
Tear and Share Croque-en- 
bouche with Raspberries. 

Certificates and prizes were 
presented by Bob Wilson, Rotary 
assistant governor for the Vale. 

Hannah Kerslake will go on to 
compete in the southern Wales 
final in Neath Port Talbot 
College on February 21. 

The competition judge, Kate 
Macphail, said: “All the competi¬ 
tors showed a very high standard 
of cooking skills that would do 
justice to a professional kitchen. 
It is wonderful to see such talent¬ 


ed young chefs.” 

Rotary would like to thank 
Kate for stepping into the breach 
at very short notice and Kath 
Mallows, head of design and 
technology at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School for host¬ 
ing the competition. 

RJW 

To find out more about Rotary 
International and its youth pro¬ 
grammes, contact Rotarian 
Harry Heller on 01446 775393, 
or email mem bership@cow¬ 
bridge. rotary 1150. org. 


News from St Brides Major C/WPrimary School 



SUMMER SHINES IN MP’S 
CHRISTMAS CARD COMP! 



SEVERAL 
years ago, 
one of the 
teachers 
from St 
Brides 
Major C/W 
Primary 
School took 
a career 
break and 
went to vol¬ 
unteer in 
Kenya, in 
the 

Heshima 
project. 

Mrs Susanna 
Davies and her 
husband, Mark, 
settled there 
and decided to 
make their 
work more perma¬ 
nent. 

The children of St 
Brides Major C/W 
Primary School have a 
special connection to 
these children, raising 
funds to buy educational 
resources for the chil¬ 
dren of Heshima, and 
also providing them 
with school uniform. 

Mrs Davies recently 
returned to school to 


share her experiences 
with the children. 

The school was also 
recently visited by Vale 
MP Alun Cairns, who 
presented Summer 
Watkin (above right) of 
year-two with a second 
place prize in his 
Christmas card competi¬ 
tion, at the monthly 
merit worship for par¬ 
ents and pupils! 

CM 



ABOVE: 

Summer Watkin is pictured 
with MP Alun Cairns and 


Did you know 
you can find The 
GEM on Twitter? 

Follow us @gem_news 
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‘A MIRACLE SHE SURVIVED SUCH AN ORDEAL’ 

Shot and thrown in the River Taff, but 
Ceri is recovering and still loves humans! 


A PUPPY who was shot in the 
head with a pellet gun and 
thrown in the River Taff has 
survived - against all the odds. 

Despite her ordeal, Ceri is now 
recovering at Dogs Trust Bridgend 
and preparing to go to a loving home. 

The white and tan Lurcher puppy, 
who is now nearly four months old, 
was found on January 2 by PC Ceri 
Has sail, who spotted her in the river 
which runs past the police station. 
With the help of colleagues, she man¬ 
aged to rescue her from the water. 

The injured puppy was rushed to a 
local veterinary surgery, where a vet 


discovered a pellet had passed through 
her skull. 

Despite the severity of her injuries, 
the plucky pup survived after under¬ 
going lifesaving treatment. 

She was then taken to Dogs Trust 
for extra ‘TLC’ and to find a loving 
home. Staff named Ceri after the res¬ 
cuer, who saved her life. 

She has come on in leaps and 
bounds since arriving at the centre and 
has fully recovered from her injuries. 

Beverley Price, Dogs Trust 
Bridgend rehoming centre manager, 
explained: “Sadly, I have seen some 
terrible cases of cruelty over the 25 
years I have worked in animal wel¬ 


fare, but how anyone could do some¬ 
thing so callous to a young puppy just 
defies belief. 

“It’s miraculous that she survived 
such a horrific ordeal. 

“Remarkably, she still adores peo¬ 
ple and as soon as she recovered from 
her injuries, she became a happy, 
bouncy little dog who lives life to the 
full. 

“She is such a super dog. All her 
carers have fallen in love with her. 

“After all she has been through we 
are desperate to find her a loving fam¬ 
ily for the rest of her life.” 

Beverley added: “Ceri is still just a 
puppy, she is full of energy and will 


need an active, patient owner to keep 
her entertained, help continue her 
training and ideally be at home most 
of the day to help her settle in. 

“She’s a sweet girl with a gentle 
nature and can live with another com¬ 
patible dog.” 

Anyone interested in rehoming Ceri 
should go to www.dogstrust.org.uk. 

Dogs Trust Bridgend has dogs of all 
shapes and sizes looking for homes 
and, when matching dogs with new 
owners, staff consider a wide range of 
homes and circumstances providing 
that they will fit the requirements of 
the dog and provide them with a lov¬ 
ing, lasting home. 



ABOVE: Ceri with her rescuer Ceri Hassall 


Patient’s 
despair after 
a series of 
cancelled eye 
operations 


A VALE woman 
who suffers from 
severe glaucoma 
says she is disgust¬ 
ed that the 

University Hospital 
of Wales cancelled 
three of her 

appointments. 

Angelica Ross, aged 
65 from Barry, said that 
although she is designat¬ 
ed an ‘urgent’ case, she 
began to wonder when 
she would be seen. 

“I have been an out¬ 
patient of the ophthal¬ 
mology department for 
approximately 15 years 
for glaucoma in both 
eyes. 

“Recently, I devel¬ 
oped cataracts in both 
eyes. I had the left 
cataract removed after 
one cancelled appoint¬ 
ment. 

“The right eye is more 
damaged with glaucoma 
so I was put on a list as 
‘urgent’ because I was 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Mr Pugh added: “He 
then walked over to 
Miss Thomas and 
kicked her in the face.” 

Judge Crowther said 
Tantrum had been 
“grievously under¬ 
charged”. 

He said it was indis¬ 
putably a case of actual 
bodily harm, and 
ordered an explanation 
from the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 

He said the maximum 
sentence for the assault 
was six months. 

When arrested, 
Tantrum said: “No com¬ 
ment.” 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


told delaying treatment 
would lead to even more 
damage in my eye. 

“Since October 9 last 
year, I have had three 
appointments cancelled. 
I was so disgusted that I 
have resorted to making 
an official complaint to 
the hospital, which will 
be investigated in 
February.” 

Angelica’s daughter 
Xeni, who lives in west 
Wales, acts as her chaf- 
feur for hospital appoint¬ 
ments, and an extra frus¬ 
tration has been that 
Xeni has arranged to 
have days off work - 
only for them to be wast¬ 
ed. 

In despair, Angelica 
wrote to local MP Alun 
Cairns who agreed to 
look into the case. 

She said: “I have just 
received another 


He was said to have 
previous convictions for 
nine offences, including 
public order matters, 
causing damage and 
assault. 

The suspended sen¬ 
tence offence involved 
an incident in Bridgend 
when he and another 
man attacked two per¬ 
sons. 

Tantrum’s counsel, 
Meirion Davies, said 
Miss Thomas had writ¬ 
ten him four letters 
while he was in custody. 

“He bitterly regrets 
what happened, and this 
will be his first custodial 
sentence. In drink, he 
can become aggressive.” 


appointment for my eye 
surgery for February 5. 

“I don’t know 
whether it was because 
Mr Cairns wrote to the 
chief executive and that 
made a difference or 
because I was due to 
receive an appointment. 

“I am still half expect¬ 
ing it to be cancelled. It 
is disgusting that I had to 
go to these lengths to get 
an appointment. 

“I have struggled on 
other occasions to get 
outpatient appointments 
in the past.” 

At the moment, 
Angelica puts drops into 
her eyes to ensure the 
pressure is correct. The 
vision in her left eye is 
good, but she still has 
concern about her right 
eye which suffers from 
‘blurry’ vision. 

The GEM put 
Angelica’s concerns to 
the Cardiff and Vale 
University Health 
Board. 

Lee Davies, the head 
of operations and deliv¬ 
ery for the UHB’s sur¬ 
gery clinical board, said 
he was unable to discuss 
individual cases, but 
apologised to anyone 
who had been delayed. 

He explained: “The 
health board has been 
investing in the cataract 
theatre at University 
Hospital of Wales, which 
has led to delays for 
some patients for which 
we apologise. 

“This work is one of a 
number of projects 
improving our ophthal¬ 
mology service. 

“These include devel¬ 
oping improved path¬ 
ways for patients, as 
well as nurse-led clinics 
which will help us to 
manage the increase in 
referrals the service has 
seen in recent years, and 
improve patient care. ” 


Man receives 
jail sentence 


CONOR IS THE OSPREYS’ MASCOT 



ABOVE: Bryncethin Primary School 
pupil Connor Johnson will have the honour 
of leading out the Ospreys as their mascot 
when they play Sale Sharks tomorrow (January 
31) in an LV-Cup clash at the Bridgend 
Ford Brewery Field, kick off 7.30pm. 

Daniel’s charity 
fitness push 

i i 



(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Daniel said: “At the 
beginning of October I 
was struggling to run 
for longer than four 
minutes. The next day I 
built it up to eight min¬ 
utes. Gradually I was 
able to increase the time 
I ran until I was up to 
two hours.” 

Those who get 
involved will get lots of 
backup and support 
from the charity. If peo¬ 
ple go online, there is a 
download form to regis¬ 
ter. 

Daniel has a busy 
year of fundraising 
ahead of him. 


In March, he will 
climb Mount Kilimajaro 
and in April he plans to 
run a marathon in Paris. 

PRIME Cymru 

free course 

PRIME Cymru will be 
organising a free, 
accredited and bespoke 
course to help people 
over 50 find employ¬ 
ment, in Porthcawl from 
February 5—7. 

For further informa¬ 
tion or to book a place 
on the course, contact 
Hayley Ridge-Evans on 
01550 721813 or freep¬ 
hone 0800 5874085. 


BURGLARS STEAL 
CAR IN PORTHCAWL 


A BURGLARY occurred at a 
house on Ger y Lyn, 
Porthcawl, between 10.30pm 
on Wednesday, January 22, 
and 5.20am the following 
morning, when a silver- 
coloured Apple Macbook was 
stolen, as well as a black 
Suzuki swift motorcar, regis¬ 
tration number LR09 YKV. 

Detective Constable Rebecca 
Merchant of Bridgend CID said: 
“We are appealing for anyone who 


may have any information about 
this incident to contact us. 

“If you have been offered an 
Apple Macbook or seen the black 
Suzuki Swift parked anywhere near 
your home when it has not been seen 
there previously, or if you were in 
the area of Ger y Lyn during the 
night in question and saw anything 
suspicious or unusual, please con¬ 
tact us.” 

Contact Bridgend CID on 101, or 
anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 (quote reference 

62140021825). 


‘Sort out bus station 


problems’ SAYS TORY AM 


SHADOW Welsh 
transport minister 
Byron Davies AM 
is urging Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) to 
“sort out prob¬ 
lems” at the new 
waiting room on 
Maesteg bus sta¬ 
tion, which is 
closed with a sign 
stating there are 
health and safety 
issues. 

Mr Davies, a Welsh 
Conservative Regional 
AM for south Wales 
west, said: “I gather 
from Maesteg resi¬ 
dents that this has 
dragged on for weeks 
and, indeed, I am 
unsure if this waiting 


room has ever been in 
use since the workmen 
finished the revamp of 
the bus station. 

“Although there is 
a waiting area next 
door, it is not enclosed 
and is open to the 
wind and driving rain. 
That’s why having a 
properly sealed off 
area is so important. 

“I have no idea 


what the problem is 
but surely it cannot be 
beyond the ingenuity 
of the council to sort it 
out. 

“This is exactly the 
time of year when the 
waiting room is more 
crucial than ever. The 
council need to 
address this problem. 
The time for action is 
now,” he insisted. 


Did you know 
you can read 
your GEM 
online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
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\Madeleine Moon MP was a recent visitor to 
Brynteg Comprehensive School. 


Brynteg pupils impress 
MP on climate change 


YEAR-9 pupils in the geography 
department at Brynteg 
Comprehensive School received 
their certificates for excellence 
from Bridgend MP Madeleine 
Moon last week. 

After congratulating the pupils, she 
gave a presentation on climate change to a 
crowded hall of year-9 pupils, followed 
by a short question and answer session. 

The MP reported: “The pupils were 


eager to ask important questions follow¬ 
ing my climate change presentation. 

“They talked about the reduction of 
Government grants for improving house 
insulation; was the earth naturally evolv¬ 
ing, and continents moving together; and 
whether the recent storms and erratic 
weather we are experiencing are a result 
of climate change. 

“Their final question was about what 
personal action I was taking. I told them 
my house was fully insulated and when in 


London, I always travelled by public 
transport using the tube and buses. 

“We unfortunately ran out of time with 
the Q&A, which meant many pupils did¬ 
n’t get the chance to ask their questions. 
The pupils were knowledgeable and con¬ 
cerned about climate change locally and 
globally. 

“When I next visit the school, I will 
ensure that our Q&A session lasts longer 
and everyone has the opportunity to join 
in.” 


Local infants 
school receive 
Fairtrade 
recognition 



Pete Thompson, head Mrs Amanda 
Stanford, with pupils Madison Williams 
and Connor Barwick, receiving the balls. 


MYNYDD Cynffig 
Infants had a wel¬ 
come surprise 
when Ann Lewis 
and Pete 

Thompson, of the 
Bridgend County 
Fairtrade Group, 
presented a 
Fairtrade netball 
and rugby ball in 
recognition of their 
achievement in 
attaining Fairtrade 
status last year. 

The children were 
reminded of the impor¬ 
tance of Fairtrade in 
providing families with 
a fair price for their 
products, enabling them 
to have food on the 
table and, most impor¬ 
tantly, enabling their 
children to go to school. 

This is something we 


take for granted but in 
many parts of the world, 
children have to pay to 
go to school or have to 
stay at home and work 
to help their family sur¬ 
vive. 

Pete Thompson said: 
“Fairtrade Cymru rated 
the school as excellent 
in its assessment of chil¬ 
dren’s efforts and it is 
clear that the pupils and 
teachers at Mynydd 
Cynffig Infants continue 
to support Fairtrade with 
energy, enthusiasm and 
commitment. 

“It is through their 
efforts, and many other 
schools, businesses, 
places of worship and 
individuals that 
Bridgend is a Fairtrade 
county and Wales is a 
Fairtrade country, the 
first in the world.” 


Eleanor (10) says, 
“I name this estate...” 



Busy schedule 
for Cantorion 


A 10-year-old pupil 
from Coety 
Primary School has 
won a competition 
to name a new 
housing develop¬ 
ment in the village. 

Eleanor Home chose 
the winning name, 
‘Gerddi Pentref’, 
meaning ‘Village 
Gardens’, for the 
Llanmoor Homes 
development, which 
will be launching next 
month. 

Junior pupils at 
Coety Primary were set 
the challenge of sug¬ 
gesting a name, in 
return for the chance to 
win a visit to the Dr 
Who Experience in 
Cardiff. Tim Grey, 
director at Llanmoor 
Homes, joined the 
pupils for their weekly 
celebratory assembly 
and is pictured (above) 
with Eleanor and 
deputy head Sue 
Davies.. 

As a thank you, 
Llanmoor Homes also 
made a donation to the 
school to purchase a 
scooter rack to help 
encourage pupils to 
travel to school in an 
environmentally friend¬ 
ly way. 


FOLLOWING the 
AGM held at Gilead, 
Spencer Road, Coity 
on January 27, 
Cantorion Coety, a 
choir of over 30 mixed 
voices, are presently 
preparing their pro¬ 
gramme of varied 
Welsh music for con¬ 
certs at venues during 
the 2014 season. 

The AGM was well 
attended, and officers and 
officials were re-elected 
for another year. 
Chairman Gareth Brace 
reported that four choir 
members were unwell, 
and the choir wished 
them well and hoped for 
their speedy recovery. 

He thanked the choir 
for their regular atten¬ 
dances at practices during 
2013 and commendable 
performances at all con¬ 
certs. 

On behalf of the whole 
choir, he also thanked 
musical director, Eira 
Paskin and accompanist, 
Gareth Waite for their 
hard work in preparing 
the choir during 
rehearsals, and for their 


positive leadership at 
concerts. 

Treasurer Robert Price 
gave a full account of a 
satisfactory financial 
position for the choir at 
the end of last year. 
Secretary Margaret 
Davies detailed invita¬ 
tions sent to the choir for 
the coming season. 

Finally, president Dr 
John Elfed Jones of 
Coity, addressed the 
meeting and again 
declared his support for 
Cantorion Coety. The 
president is a regular, 
keen supporter of the 
choir, and Cantorion 
Coety fully appreciate his 
enthusiasm and generous 
support of their efforts. 

The choir are currently 
making preparations for 
their second annual con¬ 
cert at Tabemacl Chapel, 
Bridgend, in June, togeth¬ 
er with other engage¬ 
ments in their schedule. 

For details, contact 
Alun Roberts Jones 
(01656 655162) or 
Margaret Davies (01656 
656276). 



Pupils from Blaengarw Primary School who have been 
commended for their recent ‘green’ projects. 

Pupils go green 
and pick up 
an eco award 
for Blaengarw! 


PUPILS at 
Blaengarw Primary 
School have been 
presented with a 
Platinum Green 
Flag award from 
Keep Wales Tidy 
for their ‘green’ 
efforts. 

These included a 
‘banana flinging compe¬ 
tition’ to raise awareness 
of Fairtrade and a green¬ 
house made of recycled 
plastic bottles. 

The school’s sustain¬ 
able development offi¬ 
cer, Lorraine John, 
explained: “Every pupil 
in the school brought in 
a Fairtrade banana to eat 
at break time and then 
kept the skin so that they 
could compete in a com¬ 
petition to see who could 
throw them the furthest! 

“Even the staff and 
dinner ladies took part, 
and the winning children 
in various age categories 
were presented with a 
badge, certificate and a 
Fair Trade chocolate bar 
in a special school 
assembly.” 

Pupils and teachers 
also saved 1,000 two- 
litre plastic bottles to 
build an eco-greenhouse 
in the schoolyard, so that 
they can grow plants and 
seeds for the school gar¬ 
den. 

These and other proj¬ 
ects saw the school’s 
eco-committee praised 
for their efforts by Keep 


Wales Tidy. Lorraine 
added: “Being awarded 
with the Platinum 
School Flag has given us 
lots of confidence to 
teach pupils even more 
about our responsibility 
to the planet and the 
importance of creating a 
sustainable future. 
Congratulations to all of 
our young eco-warriors 
who are constantly 
ensuring that we reduce, 
re-use and recycle!” 

Garth Primary School 
in Maesteg is also 
proudly flying a 
Platinum flag after Keep 
Wales Tidy rewarded 
their efforts which 
include an initiative that 
monitors energy use at 
the school. 

Every lunch time, 
members of the school’s 
‘green team’ visit class¬ 
rooms to see if any 
lights, computers and 
other electronic equip¬ 
ment have been left on. 
The pupils then update a 
traffic lights display, 
which can be found in 
the school’s junior hall. 

If everything has been 
left on then the traffic 
light is turned to red, 
while it is orange if most 
things are switched off, 
and it goes green if 
everything has been 
switched off. 

Coun Huw David, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children 
and young people, said: 


“Congratulations to both 
of these schools for 
showing such tremen¬ 
dous enthusiasm for all 
things green. They are 
setting an excellent 
example in encouraging 
children to engage with 
green issues from a 
young age. 

“They’ve been very 
creative in finding ways 
to make learning about 
the environment really 
fun for the pupils, and 
their eco-friendly ethos 
really shines through.” 

Student 
Hugh is 
on his 
way to 
Cambridge 



Hugh Perkins. 


A COWBRIDGE 
student at a Brecon 
school has won a 
place at Cambridge 
University to study 
engineering. 

Hugh Perkins from 
Clemenstone, who stud¬ 
ies at Christ College 
Brecon, has received an 
offer from Gonville and 
Caius College - one of 
three pupils at the school 
to be offered places by 
Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. 

Hugh started at the 
school in September 
2012 from St John’s 
School, Porthcawl, and is 
studying maths, further 
maths and physics. 

He is head of Orchard 
House and is working 
towards his Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, as 
well as being a regular 
mountain biker in the 
Brecon Beacons. 


Slimmers donate 
to local Foodbank 

MEMBERS of the Slimming World group 
in Llantwit Major have donated over 22 
bags of food for the local Foodbank. 

Consultant Helen said: “Every year in January, we 
collect items of food left over from Christmas for a 
charity. This year, it was decided to keep it local, and 
the Foodbank was suggested. 

“I was overwhelmed to have collected over 22 
bags of food knowing that this is going to benefit 
many families in the local area. 

“We even had a lady from the public donate and 
as I don’t know her, I hope she is reading this as it 
was very kind of her and we were very grateful, so 
thank you!” 

Donations can be taken to the Foodbank on 
Wednesdays in Llantwit or there are local drop-off 
points around the area. There is also a drop-off 
point on Tuesdays at 9.30am, 5.30pm or 7.30pm in 
the Catholic Church, Ham Lane East. 
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Shaved heads the 
charm, as Kenfig 
earn close win in 
poor conditions 



AFTER last week’s 
game against 
Crymych, several 
Kenfig Hill players 
shaved their heads 
for the Kilimanjaro 
trek challenge 
where a group of 
our players are 
aiming to climb the 
mountain to raise 
money for the 
Glaze Prostrate 
Cancer charity. 

However, when we 
arrived at Whitland it 
was extremely cold and 
a gale was blowing - the 
general consensus of 
opinion was we should 
have delayed the head 
shaving. 

In a landmark for the 
Mules we fielded for the 
first time a bald front 
row with the two front 
row substitutes also 
bald! 

Whitland won the toss 
and elected to play with 
the wind behind them 
and were able to keep 


the Mules pinned in their 
own 25 for the opening 
10 minutes. They even¬ 
tually scored a try 
through centre Carwen 
Jones, converted by out¬ 
side half James 
Stephenson; Stephenson 
followed up with a 
penalty. 

Kenfig Hill then start¬ 
ed to gain the upper 
hand, keeping the ball 


tight and inching slowly 
up the field, a process 
they repeated continu¬ 
ously as with the strong 
wind against them, 
clearance kicks were out 
of the question. 

They threatened the 
Whitland line on several 
occasions but were 
thwarted by some good 
Whitland tackling and 
some wild hacks at the 


ball which sent it the 
length of the field. 

Kenfig Hill broke 
through just before half¬ 
time when the forwards 
drove upfield and open 
side wing forward Dan 
Jones crossed the line, 
the conversion being 
held up in the wind. 

Kenfig Hill continued 
to have the lion’s share 
of possession for the rest 
of the half but were 
unable to score, the half¬ 
time score Kenfig Hill 5, 
Whitland 10. 

Kenfig Hill continued 
the second half keeping 
the ball close despite the 
wind in their favour, as 
long passes were often 
blown forward. 

The Mules chose the 
right tactics for the con¬ 
ditions as the home side 
only ventured into 
Kenfig Hill territory 
once in the second half. 

Kenfig Hill scored 
their second try when 
substitute hooker Chris 
Leyshon ripped the ball 
off the opposition and 
passed the ball to second 
row Jon Thomas, who 
sprinted gazelle-like 
down the tramlines to 
score in the corner. 

This was Jon’s first 
try for three seasons so 
he was suitably happy, 
outside half Lloyd Giles 
putting the conversion 
over. 

Kenfig Hill continued 
to dominate but a deter¬ 
mined Whitland kept 
them out until the final 
whistle. 

All in all Kenfig Hill 
were satisfied with a 
close win under difficult 
conditions. 

For Kenfig Hill Dan 
Jones was named as man 
of the match, with sec¬ 
ond row Jon Thomas 
standing out; prop Steve 
Smith played well as did 
hooker Chris Leyshon 
and number 8 Steve 
Gillard, while scrum 
half Tom Briggs was the 
pick of the backs. 

Kenfig Hill’s next 
home fixture is against 
Maesteg Quins in the 
SWALEC Plate on 
February 15; I think both 
sides are looking for¬ 
ward to a local derby. 

GOS 



Tom Briggs takes on the Whitland defence. 


Rugby league returns 
to the county borough 


PROFESSIONAL rugby 
league returns to the Bridgend 
County Borough for the first 
time in over four years after 
South Wales Scorpions agreed 
a move to Maesteg RFC. 

Celtic Crusaders played at the 
Brewery Field in Bridgend, nine miles 
south of Maesteg, from 2006 until 
2009 before moving north to 
Wrexham. They were disbanded in 
2011 before reforming in 2012 as 
North Wales Crusaders. 

South Wales Scorpions were 
formed in 2010 to continue profes¬ 
sional rugby league in south Wales, 
playing their first four seasons at 
Neath RFC. 

The Kingstone Press Championship 
1 side will play their first game at the 
famous Old Parish ground on Sunday, 
March 2, when Oldham Roughyeds 
are the visitors (kick-off 3pm). 

The Wales rugby league governing 
body are based at Maesteg School, the 
home of the South Wales RL 
Academy, so with the support in place 
in the area, WRL Chief Operating 
Officer Chris Thair believes that the 
Scorpions can really set down roots in 
the Llynfi Valley. 

“We’ve had amazing support from 
the people of Maesteg already,” he 


said. “Maesteg RFC really want to 
host us throughout 2014 and beyond. 
They’re enthusiastic about promoting 
the club in the area and making every 
game an event. 

“We’re already in Maesteg School 
with our Academy set-up, and they 
have also promised their support in 
promoting home games and selling 
tickets. The work that they have 
already done and the ideas that they 
have is tremendous and everyone is 
looking forward to getting started and 
making the club a success. 

“The wider community in Maesteg 
are also already showing their enthusi¬ 
asm as word of mouth that the 
Scorpions are moving to Maesteg has 
already spread round the area. All of 
Maesteg Schools’ cluster primary 
schools in the town are wanting to sell 
tickets and there are other organisa¬ 
tions in the area who are signing up to 
sponsor the club. We’ve even got a 
local Maesteg-based charity who are 
set to be the club’s official charity for 
2014.” 

David Morgan, Maesteg RFC chair¬ 
man, said: “We at Maesteg RFC are 
very pleased to be hosting the South 
Wales Scorpions for this forthcoming 
season. They will have a warm wel¬ 
come and, I am sure, plenty of sup¬ 
port.” IG 



People from the Thursday afternoon improvers sessions enjoying a glass of wine at the 
Bridgend Bridge Club party - you could call them the Magnificent 71 


Bridgend bridge club results 


THE results for Bridgend 
Bridge Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, January 22 - first 
Dave Barwood and Jane Brook, 
second Rob Forman and Alan 
Heath. Friday, January 24 - first 
Dave Reed and Jim Hume, sec¬ 
ond Bill Turner and Steve 
Burgoyne, third Liam Sheridan 
and Alan Williams. 


The best placed improvers for 
Thursday, January 23 were Susan 
Hunt Christine Davies Sue Hunt 
and Sally Bryant. 

In addition to the regular club 
nights on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm, to which all bridge players 
are welcome, on Thursdays, from 
2pm until 5pm, also at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are gentle 


bridge sessions primarily for the 
less experienced and where assis¬ 
tance is available. 

Lessons for improvers also 
take place on a Thursday after¬ 
noon - to register an interest 
please contact Steve Burgoyne 
(01656 661968) or John Evans 
(01656 880372), either of whom 
will welcome your call. 

DN 


‘The best performance of the 
season’ as Pencoed get the win 



Glen Hiscocks with the opening try. 
PICTURE BY JULIE HANCOCK. 


BRYNAMMAN 
arrived at the 
"Rec" in second 
place in Division 3 
South West, with 
Pencoed looking to 
rectify a below par 
performance back 
in September away 
from home, going 
down 9-3 on that 
occasion. 

Pencoed opened with 
the considerable wind 
advantage, and home 
skipper Marc Davies put 
his side ahead with a 
well judged 30 metre 
penalty goal, and min¬ 
utes later increased the 
lead with another well 
struck penalty from the 
halfway line. 

Pencoed knocked on 
at the restart to signal a 
period of pressure from 
the visitors, but with the 
lineout a lottery in the 
ferocious wind Pencoed 
regained possession 
only to spill the ball. 

Brynamman looked 
to make progress 
through their pack with a 
series of pick and drives 
against the elements. 


Home full back Tom 
Cross then did well to 
cover across and side 
foot out a probing kick 
from outside half Jones. 

With their first visit 
into the home 22 
Brynamman opened 
their account with a 
penalty from scrum half 
Dafydd Jones, before 
outside half Davies 
restored his team’s 
points margin with a 
finely judged penalty, 
using the swirling wind 
conditions to perfection. 

Brynamman returned 
to the attack but knocked 
on in the home 22 for 
second row Dano 
Howells to hack the ball 
clear some 50 metres; 
but unfortunately 
Pencoed were penalised 
at the resultant ruck with 
the visitors’ defence 
stretched. 

The wind was now 
playing havoc with the 
constructive efforts of 
both sides; however it 
was Pencoed who struck 
to increase their lead, 
Davies putting in a well 
weighted kick to the 
Brynamman try line for 
chasing wing Glen 
Hiscocks to put pressure 


on the lone defender, 
whose failure to minor 
the ball in the difficult 
conditions saw Hiscocks 
get his reward with a try 
out of the blue. Davies 
added a fine conversion 
from wide out and 
Pencoed led 16-3. 

Approaching halftime 
the visitors’ driving play 
brought dividends, their 
captain and second row 
Chris Bartholomew 
crossing at the posts; 
Jones converted and 
Pencoed led 16-10 at the 
interval. 

The visitors opened 
the second half on the 
offensive and Cross, 
Gareth Prentice and 
Adam Williams all made 
important tackles in their 
own 22 to keep 
Brynamman out. Scrum 
half Jones kicked a 
penalty, and with 
Pencoed picking up a 
yellow card for a techni¬ 
cal offence at 16-13, 
suddenly the outlook 
appeared grim for the 
home support, metres 
from their own line and 
facing the unforgiving 
elements. 

A stern test of the 
home side’s character 
was now developing, 
with Brynamman 

pounding their try line, 
and Pencoed down to 14 
players. This was a key 
period in the match, the 
Pencoed response res¬ 
olute, showing superb 
commitment in defence 
to keep Brynamman out, 
and driving play from 


Prentice and prop for¬ 
ward Andrew Shillam 
took play away from 
their own line, before 
the Pencoed pack took 
the ball against the head 
to relieve pressure. 

The home pack rallied 
and were now beginning 
to get on top, particular¬ 
ly at the set piece, and 
this platform gave the 
home side the impetus to 
go on and dominate the 
final quarter in the heavy 
conditions. 

A break in midfield 
from centre Scott 
Narbeth kept the pres¬ 
sure on the visitors, put¬ 
ting Pencoed back into 
the Brynamman 22, and 
sustained pressure from 
the home eight saw the 
alert Josh Harris pounce 
on loose ball at the end 
of a lineout to claim his 
first try at Pencoed first 
XV level. Pencoed com¬ 
fortably saw out the 
dying moments to run 
out deserved 21-13 win¬ 
ners. 

Considering the 
opposition’s position in 
the league, this was 
arguably Pencoed's best 
all round performance of 
the season to date, with 
the outstanding No8 
Gareth Prentice chosen 
as both the supporters’ 
and sponsors’ man of the 
match. 

The Pencoed first XV 
now break for the Six 
Nations before returning 
to league action at 
Resolven on February 
15. TR 


Ath Seconds 
emerge with 
a tight victory 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 2nd XV won a 
tight game at Maesteg Celtic, 12-7. 

In a game dictated by the weather, both Athletic 
tries came from forward set piece plays and a domi¬ 
nant pack on the day. 

The first try came with good scrummaging from 
the front row of Huw Morris, Lewis Down and 
Wayne Fooks, allowing No 8 Liam Griffiths to pick 
up and dive over the try line. 

The second was scored by flanker Ashley Adams 
from a driving line out ploy. A Tom Cole conversion 
completed the Athletic scoring. 

In the pack Aled Thomas and Jamie Doherty car¬ 
ried the ball well, while try scorers Adams and 
Griffiths also put in a high tackle count. 

Centre Gareth Davies and wing Andrew Tyler 
were the pick of the backs with some very good 
defensive work. 

AB 
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Solar’s Snowball Sale! 

• Blind 1 • Blind 2 • Blind 3 • Blind 4 • 
10% 20% , 30% 40% * 

W* . * • 


* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE * 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

3 Vertical 
Blinds 

^£99' 


REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 

Freephone: Afolcuze* 

0500 295192 mLdU 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout _ 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. " 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
_ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 




/ li«> .4 • . K« Ottf* 

/ 34 M w 7 


ONE VISION ARE! 


I'l» ii.lt e 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


THE AERIAL MAN (Barry) 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


Have you planned 
your 2014 
marketing yet? 

Why not place 
a monthly advert 
in The GEM 
classified section. 
For more 
information call 
Eileen on 
01446 774484. 

Tilt*' GEM 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 




SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

4M«Kia» 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 




TOOL & 
PLANT 
HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


D.P. 

BUILDING 


SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB { 'S 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


]fe«CM 01446 774484 


GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY SSS ~ 

All aspects of Carpentry work 

Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

www. rgriffithscarpentry. com 





GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
treatment Plants * 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 

The garage door specialists 

All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 

fiTTI 


07783 703366 


56 722665 

01446 743181 

L. 


www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


D3Ji , JJ3\S ©©GPWlcgOS 


VALE CARPETS 

t&at corner fo you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


01446774484 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 



We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices [ 


Call Gordon on 07990 582686 


www. thecar petser vice. net 




Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 
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NH 


Painter & 
Decorator _ 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 

Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. I 

All Insurance Work Undertaken _1_ 

in Ddkmj&t I 

MUl OK«rMfin . 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


Established 



Bumble Bee Decorators 
• Residential • Commercial 
• Interior • Exterior 
• Painting • Decorating 


Free no obligation quote. 

Give us a tinkle on 01446 750625 
or give us a buzz on 07980 691584. 
Ask for John (Clissett). 


Daisy 

Decorating 
& Design 


$§ Female run 
business 
& Interior 
Decorating Service 


Phone loy any day 
before 8pm 
on 07754 809090 


Specialist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


r'STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 

Free 

Quote ... W 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 


'01446 795520 
07891 768151/ 


STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


• Interior/Exterior 

• Clean, Friendly 

• Professional 

' No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5 oi 

tmsatmuMtiastm 




Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Com petitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


□su'd am 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


<3 


WIDOWS fcl IRK 


Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

Call Martyn on: 

I 01446 796795 
. or 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 






All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

1 Misted Units inc. Bevels Brid: 

& Stains lBugoHi 

1 Broken Handles/Hinges 
1 Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 
1 Replacement Door Panels 
1 New Rubber Seals 
1 Fully Qualified Locksmith 


ndows 

a 


PROFESSIONAL 

ADVICE 

AND INSURANCE 
QUOTATIONS 


LUMBERJACK! 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


% Tree Felling, Dismantling, Dead Wooding & 
Pruning % Hedge Trimming & Removing % Lawn 
Mowing & Brush Cutting * Dead Leaves 
Gathered & Removed * Site & Garden Clearance 
* Drive Ways Cleared of Snow 
^ Guttering & Fascias * All Jobs Considered 
* All Waste & Byproducts Removed for Free 
% Fencing & Gravel Patches 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


Bridge Vale Tree Services 



Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 


FELLING, PRUNING, 
CROWN REDUCTION, 
THINNING OUT AND 
TOTAL DISMANTLING 

- FREE QUOTES - 

Teh 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
_ If so phone for a free estimate and advice _ 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree priming • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


J.N. and Son Gardening Services 


Decking • Hedge Cutting 

Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 

Treefelling • Jet Washing 

Loose Decorative Gravel 

Plus much more: 


01446 402765 or 07540117474 


|www.ratedpeople.com/profile/Jn-and-son-gardening 


W&J Lewis 


All Garden/Tree Work 
Fencing & Paving 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


The 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 

• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 




K&A Handyman 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small. Just ask:! 


i Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


Brian’s 

Gardens 


lasla/h 


02920 399561 
07971 670518 


BQOSQGrfeall §>©GrM/3(£©Q 





Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


Yale Dog 

o D Grooming 
^ 4 , Cowbridge, 

^ CF71 7UL Cl 

Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
i'j, available 

01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

r_N Domestic 
| Installer 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Eledxrcal 


FOR ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
07866 505571 S _ 
01446 774713 “I"” 

kmelectricaluk@gmail.con 


RELIABLE 

Penarth & Vale 
PLASTERER 

Please ring Lee to 
arrange a quote 

Tel 07521 686760 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

HHWI 01446 796905 

pnnmim-Mi 07747 8585l4 

Approved Contractor rclilford@gmail. COITI 

— www<lec5ac °' ul< .J Fast • Polite • Professional 


■Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


07891 965150 
01446 700182 


MrljJillrH 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Plan ahead 
for 2014 

The GEM reaches 
43,000 homes. 
Give us sl cell to 
promote your 
business. 

Ol 446 774484 
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‘DC Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
CjIDm v 

- 0U4* 41W1 

mm ammm* 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jobj 
too small 
01446 678671 
07526 125982 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


r Lewis & Lewis ^ 
Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 

Tel: 07966 265912 
„Mob: 07846 255457 



J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719 605 526 

MUk guilts NOCAU Ut'» OiAMLk 


I"i11 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.jilveyroofing.co.uk 


i 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


DAVID RYAN 
ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, Repairs, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Flat Roofs, Chimney, 
Valleys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
or 07885 932468 
07926 947631 


The GEM 


01446 

774484 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
• *P JV & Tiling 


9L 


01446 

794266 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

« Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

1 ?“"* 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

P " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


m 


CMfetips 

Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


PHILLIP HART 

School of Motoring 


£18 per hour 

Discount for block bookings 
Very high 1st time pass rate 


Tel: (H)01446 741671 (M)07906 640523 


'TO®!? 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 




ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


“No Grout 
About it” 

30 years experience 
Ceramic Tiling, Floors, 
Walls etc. Free quotes. 

Call 07795115076 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




Upjj oJsf y/y 


Glamorgan 

Upholsterers 

All aspects of 
upholstery undertaken 
25 years experience 
Leather repair specialist 

07850 689187 

glamorgan-upholsterers@hotmail.com 


* Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 

Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings)_ J 


MiMMs] 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 


'.ArA 


Barry's newest car 
dismantling facility Jgjgggjg 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 


yjjjy V3jJ Sa/vleas 


Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead 
/Aluminium / Stainless steel 
/ Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

• Factory/Farm Clearances 
•All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


(fog Sai® ► 




FIREWOOD ,, 

HARDWOOD LOGS P 1 

07816 377663 


FIREWOOD 

Seasoned A Kiln Dned 

Call 01446 771567 
: for bulk winter deals 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


Tu*)» 4«. Uf« 
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LLanlow, CoMtriefc|a 
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06 Hyundai 

Coupe Auto 2.7.V6 

MOT & Tax, 75k, 
blue, leather interior, 
excellent condition 

£3000 ono 
07714 776419 


Smart Passion 
04 Reg 

32,000 miles 
1 owner, top spec, 
heated leather seats, 
sliding roof, a frame 
tow bar 

£2950 

Tel: 07778 125088 


04 Vauxhall 
Vectra 16 V Club 

Silver, 4 door saloon, 
manual, 5 gears, 1.8 
petrol, MOT’d till 
March. Tax’d 94.k 
miles special plate 
£750 

07730 250246 (Barry) 


Two Mobility 
Scooters 

Excellent condition, like 
new. Kymco Maxi L 35 
mile range. Kymco Maxi 
22 mile. Both 8mph. 

Offers 

07968 164285 34 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 

The GEM 


potential Vale customers. 


Call 01446 774484 



.co.uk 


Self Propelled 
Wheelchair 

Cost £175 will sell 
for £110. As new, 
hardly used. 

01446 781182 


Square 

Table 

In Beech £8. 

Child’s Plastic 
Chair & Table In 
blue £10. 

Tel 01446 746627 


Everlast 

EV1000 Home Gym 

Still in box, unused 

£100. 

Air Resist Rower 

£20. 

Tel 01446 737867 


High Quality 4’6” 
Bed Base 

with orthopaedic 
mattress, as new £180. 
(Buyer to collect no later 
than 10am on 4/2/14) 
Brand new rotary line 
(3 stem) £40. 

Tel 01446 796274 


Two Three Seater 
Chesterfield Sofas 

1 brown, 1 black, as 
new. £325 each ono. 
Solid oak large coffee 
table £65. Marble top 
dining suite, 4 chairs 
£100 ono. 

Tel: 01446 622210 


Roma Shop 
Rider 

Mobility Scooter, 
complete with battery 
and charger. 

£450 ono. 

Tel 01656 862134, 


Walk-in 
Jacuzzi Bath 

Good condition. 

£550 ono. 
01656 654031 


FREE 

Greenhouse 

(Llantwit Major) 
Recipient must 
dismantle and 
remove. 

07772 545359 


Washing 

Machine 

8 months old, 
excellent condition. 
Cost £200, Bargain. 

£90 

Tel 01446 70127^ 


Sherborne 

Electric Riser 
Recliner Chair 

Good condition 

£250 ono 

Tel 01446 710865 


Classic Red Burberry 
Trench Coat Ladies 
Size 18, excellent 
condition £100. 
Pristine set - 
36 volumes of Cardiff 
Yesterday, published 
1980-2000 £180. 
Tel: 01656 660141 
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HUTCHESON ^ 

Lester John 

Passed away peacefully on Friday, 24th January at 
the Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend. Lester, 
loving husband of Ray, beloved father of Catrin 
and Judith, father-in-law to Greg and Gareth and 
a proud and loving grampy. 

Resting in the private chapel of Thomas Brothers 
Funeral Service, Cowbridge until his service at 
Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend on Friday, 7th 
February at 1.15pm. Family flowers only, donations 
may be made to Mac mi llan Cancer Support. 


OWEN 

Ken 

Peacefully after a short illness, Ken of Llantwit 
Major, Pat’s devoted husband. 

Funeral service on Wednesday 5 February 2014 in 
St. Illtud’s Church at 12 noon followed by cremation 
at Coychurch Crematorium at 1.15pm. Family flowers 
only, but donations may be made to St Illtud’s Church 
c/o the Funeral Director (cheques only please). 

All enquiries to WA.Brown & Son 01446 792489. 


StiUdBriS 'Vsiciij/i ' 





Personal Assistant Required 

A lady in her 40’s from Wick requires a PA 
to accompany her out and about in the 
community. She is bright and bubbly and 
enjoys going to the gym as well as shopping 
and lunching out. 

Looking for a female who can drive and work 
flexibly throughout the weekdays. £8.40 per hour. 
Help required for 16 hours per week. 

For further details tel: Dewis Centre for 
Independent Living [01443] 827930. Refvoau a 



£ Chris Davies 

Recruiting Now: 

Estate Agency Opportunities 


Visit: chris-davies.co.uk/careers 




Secure Compounds To Let 

ATLANTIC TRADING 
ESTATE, BARRY 

16m x 10m= 160sqm 

£50 per week (+VAT) 

Other sizes available on request. 
Please telephone Stewart Brock at 

Ace Site Services on 01446 744487 

or 07971 024642 for more details. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family 

Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & 
Selling 

• Trade 

• Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation 

• Births etc 

Use 

The GEM 

to reach all the 
people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 
774484 

for friendly, 
helpful advice. 

gemsales@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 



Room in 

^llantwitX 

MAJOR AREA h 

£80 per week 

All bills inclusive. Shared 
amenities. DHSS considered. 

07920 436800 
01446 402112 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 
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BOORMAN 

Eric John 

Gwen, Wendy, Kath and families would like to 
thank all those who attended Eric’s funeral and 
for all the messages and support shown at this 
sad time. 

Also many thanks for the donations to Ty Hafan, to 
Mr. J. W. James of Fonmon Funeral Directors, John 
Durbin (Humanist Funeral Celebrant) and Bethel 
Baptist Chapel. 

NEATHEY 

Bryn 

The family of the late Bryn wish to thank 
relatives, friends and neighbours for their 
kindness and support at this sad time. 

For the many cards, letters of condolence, phone 
calls and donations to Marie Curie Hospice, Penarth 
and their attendance at St Peter’s Church, Dinas 
Powys. A special thank you to the Reverend John 
Binny for his tribute to Bryn and to the Reverend 
Chris Seaton for a beautiful service. Thank you to 
Matthew Sims, Funeral Director, and all the staff of 
Green Willow Funerals for their excellent service. 






P PRICE 

Douglas Robert - ‘Bob 

Nancy, Helen & Phillip would like to thank everyone 
during this sad time for the sympathy cards, messages, 
along with donations given to Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. A special than ks goes to all those who provided 
support to Bob and his family throughout his illness. 


BLACKMAN 

Jean 

Jean Blackman formerly of Llantwit Major, died 
most peacefully at Parkside, Penarth on 22 January, 
just short of her 88th birthday. Loving wife of the 
late Denis Blackman, much loved mum of Howard 
and Steven and granny to Alice, Henry, Tim, Charlie 
and Clare. Funeral at Thornhill Crematorium on 
Monday, 3 February at 12.45pm. 

Modest flowers and generous donations for Al z heimer’s 
Society or RNLI to James Pidgeon & Son Ltd, 
Cowbridge Road East, Cardiff CF5 1BD. 


WILLIAMS 

Colin David 

Colin, much-loved father, grandfather and great 
grandfather, died peacefully at Barry Hospital on 26 
January, aged 98. He will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him. 

Funeral at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend on Thursday, 
February 6th at 9.30am. Family flowers only please, 
but donations to Cancer Research Wales, c/o 
www.greenwillowfanerals.com (donations) or direct to the 
charity. All enquiries to Green Willow Funerals, 21a Station 
Road, Dinas Powys, CF64 4DE Tel: (029) 2051 4627. 






W A Brown Son 
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© 


^wThPREENE &SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


OWEN 

Margaret (nee Armitage) 

Peacefully on Saturday 25th January 2014 at 
Holme Towers Hospice, Penarth. Margaret, 
beloved wife of Lyn, devoted mother of Susan and 
Nigel and dearly loved grandma of all her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren - will be 
greatly missed by all her family and friends. 
Funeral service at Luchana Mission Church, 
Hillary Rise, Barry on Thursday, 6th February at 
10am, followed by cremation at the Cardiff and 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road, Barry at 
11.15am. No flowers by request; if desired, donations 
in lieu to Marie Curie Cancer Care may be made 
during the retiring collection following the service. 
Funeral arrangements entrusted to Robert Johnson at 
Park Independent Funeral Directors, Barry. 
01446 421212. 


m 




Why not advertise your trade 
in the GEM pages & reach 
potential Vale customers. 

Call 01446 774484 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


EIRA and FRANCIS 
WOOSNAM 
Happy 69 th 

WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

on 3rd February 

with love from Philip & Anne, 

Eryl & Glyn, David & Ann-Marie, 

Sylvia & David, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren xxx. 





Do you have something 
to celebrate? 

Birth, Birthday, Anniversary etc 


Now only 
£10 plus vat 

for a 5cm x 6cm colour 
greeting including 
a photo. 

Please ring Sue at 
The GEM 
on 01446 774484 


Sarah 
Smith Photo 

on 1st January 
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Vale’s amazing response 
to GEM charity appeal 



I N your edition on 
January 16 last, you 
printed my appeal for 
warm clothing and hand 
tools for my adopted char¬ 
ity ‘Village Africa’, 
Tanzania, for which I 
thank you. 

As a result, we had an amaz¬ 
ing and overwhelming response 


to our appeal from residents in 
the Vale, especially Barry. 

Through your columns, could 
I please extend a sincere, heart¬ 
felt thank you Asanta (sana). 

A total of 32 large cardboard 
banana boxes full of clothing 
and hand tools are now in a sea- 
container on a journey to Tanga, 
Tanzania, then by road and foot 
to the remote isolated village of 
‘Yamba’. 


Unfortunately, we had to 
refuse further gifts, so our 
apologies to those affected. This 
was due to limited space within 
the sea-container. 

Thank you again Vale of 
Glamorgan! Further informa¬ 
tion relating to this registered 
charity can be discovered on 
www.villageafrica. org. uk. 

ROY GEE, Dinas Powys. 
Vyaadahikana (It is possible) 


Volunteers are needed for 
the Great Daffodil Appeal! 



Welsh rugby stars are supporting the Great Daffodil Appeal 


MARIE CURIE is call¬ 
ing for volunteers to 
boost their Great 
Daffodil Appeal during 
February and March. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“There are over 150 col¬ 
lections taking place local¬ 
ly so please contact us if 
you would be able to 
spare an hour or two as 
each collection pays for 
two hours of nursing care 
on average. 

“More than £70 million 
has been raised nationally 
through the Great Daffodil 
Appeal since it started in 
1986, with £7 million 
raised in 2013 and we 
want this year to be the 
best ever! 

“To get involved, tele¬ 
phone the fundraising 
team on 02920 426068. ” 


MASTER THATCHER GOES 
TO WORK AT COSMESTON 



Coun Gwyn John 
sees how the 
thatching is 
progressing... 


A MASTER thatcher is carrying out work on 
buildings at Cosmeston medieval village, which 
is owned by the Vale Council. 

Coun Gwyn John, who went along to see 
work progressing, said: “I am very proud that 
the project is going from strength to strength. 


It’s great to see these buildings are being main¬ 
tained for future visitors and that traditional 
crafts like thatching still survive today, as it is 
essential that skills like this should never be lost, 
as it is part of our cultural heritage.” 


Vale MP will 
run his third 
Marathon for 
two charities 


THE two charities 
nominated by Vale 
MP, Alun Cairns, 
for this year’s 
London Marathon 
are Ty Hapus, the 
Alzheimer’s respite 
care day centre in 
Barry, and the 
Marie Curie hos¬ 
pice in Penarth. 

Mr Cairns has com¬ 
pleted the marathon on 
two previous occasions 
and has raised almost 
£10,000 for local good 
causes. 

He explained: “These 
charities are important 
to me. Members of my 
family have had cause 
to need support from 
such groups. 

“Ty Hapus is an inno¬ 
vative centre designed 
to people with early 
onset Alzheimer’s and 
other dementias. 

“Marie Curie is dedi¬ 
cated to the care of peo¬ 
ple with terminal ill¬ 
nesses and provides 
much needed support to 
people at some of the 



Alun Cairns is 
pictured above 
after completing 
last year’s London 
Marathon. 

most difficult times.” 

To sponsor the MP 
and support Ty Hapus 
and Marie Curie, log 
onto aluncairns.com 
or call at the con¬ 
stituency office at 29 
High Street, Barry. 


Vale NFU ladies 


don their finery 


THE Vale NFU 
ladies held their 
annual dinner 
recently at the Bear 
Hotel, Cowbridge. 

The atmosphere was 
electric, with all the 
ladies dressed in their 
finery! 

The committee must 
be thanked for organis¬ 
ing the event - we are 
sure everyone appreciat¬ 
ed their hard work. 

The December meet¬ 


ing took place at 
Penllyn, in the form of a 
Christmas party, 
although prior to the 
ladies letting their hair 
down, a Nine Lesson 
carol service was held in 
Penllyn Church, with the 
committee reading the 
lessons. 

The next meeting will 
take place as usual at 
Penllyn Village Hall on 
February 18 at 7.30pm. 
New members are 
always welcome. JS 


Sully struggle at 
Blaenau Gwent 


SULLY indoor 

bowlers visited 

Blaenau Gwent for 
the second time in 
two weeks on 
Saturday, and were 
again given a sound 
beating by the 
league leaders. 

Once again, Sully 
were struggling to field a 
side to travel away from 
home and as Blaenau 
Gwent only have a three 
rink green, three games 
have to be played in the 
morning and afternoon, 
making it even more dif¬ 
ficult getting a team 
together. 

The three rinks in the 
morning session put up a 
strong resistance against 
some excellent home 
bowling - but the shot 
count favoured the home 
side by just 13 shots, 
mainly due to the rink of 
Joe Coles, Doug 
Hotchkiss, Graham 
Cogbill and skip Dave 
Wright, who had a 
tremendous result win¬ 
ning by five shots, 22-17. 

Mel Newman’s rink of 


Gary Eastment, Clive 
Collins and Mike Doyle 
were down 11-20 after 16 
ends but fought back 
courageously over the 
final five ends, losing by 
four shots. 

The afternoon session 
was always going to be 
difficult, with some new 
bowlers kindly stepping 
in to fill the gaps, and 
although playing well, 
they found themselves 
playing against interna¬ 
tional class players. 

The most successful 
Sully rink was that of M 
Davies, R Richards, D 
Curtis and skip Gary 
Williams who, although 
losing by eight shots, 
made their opponents 
fight all the way. 

The afternoon session 
finally ended with the 
home side holding a 51- 
shot advantage and a 
total overall margin of 64 
shots, gaining 20 points 
to Sully’s two. 

Sully have one more 
game left to play on 
Saturday, February 8 at 
home, 2pm start. FP 


‘RNR LIVE’ 
OPEN DAY 
ATHMS 
CAMBRIA 


THE Royal Naval 
Reserve (RNR) is 
holding an open 
day on February 12 
at IIMS Cambria 
near Barry as part 
of a campaign to 
encourage more 
people to become a 
Reservist. 

Visitors can meet 
serving Reservists and 
take part in activities 
involving practical lead¬ 
ership, basic weapon 
skills, sea survival and 
damage control. 

Charlotte Barlow (27) 
from Bridgend joined 
the RNR after graduat¬ 
ing from university in 
2011 and is currently 
halfway through an 
apprenticeship scheme at 
Port Talbot Steelworks. 

She explained: “I 
joined RNR because I 
was looking for new 
challenges and ways to 
push myself. I had no 
experience of the mili- 



Charlotte Barlow. 

tary prior to joining and 
was curious to know 
what it was all about. 

“I also enjoy physical 
challenges and wel¬ 
comed the idea of get¬ 
ting paid to keep fit!” 

The RNR Live open 
day will take place at 
HMS Cambria, Hayes 
Lane, Sully, between 
10am and 2.30pm. 

For more details visit: 
www. royalnavy. mod. uk/ 
navyreserves. 


Vale Council 
responds to 
Estyn report 


THE Vale Council 
has put together an 
action plan in 
response to an Estyn 
report on education 
in the Vale. 

Actions recommend- 
eded by Estyn include 
raising standards at key 
stage 2 and key stage 3. 

Jennifer Hill, the chief 
learning and skills officer 
at the Vale Council, said: 
“The action plan will 
address the key recom¬ 
mendations of the report 
and we will be working 
hard to ensure these rec¬ 
ommendations are acted 
upon and that improve¬ 
ments are made as a 
result.” 

“Our ambition is not 
only to be the best per¬ 
forming education 
authority in Wales but to 
match ourselves against 
the most successful in 
England.” 

Key areas of focus for 
the Vale Council include : 

• Raising standards in 
schools, particularly in 
key stage 2 and key stage 


• Improving the rigour 
and the level of challenge 
provided to schools 
about their performance 
and quality of leadership 

• Using the full powers 
available to the authority 
to improve schools that 
are underperforming 

• Ensuring that robust 
systems are in place for 
evaluating the outcomes 
of initiatives and that 
they demonstrate good 
value for money 

•Strengthening 
arrangements for moni¬ 
toring and evaluating the 
wellbeing of children and 
young people 

Coun Chris Elmore, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services, said: 
“The action plan will 
help drive up standards 
in our schools and ensure 
steps are taken to chal¬ 
lenge and support 
schools which are under- 
performing.” 

The review and action 
plan are available on 
Vale Council’s website 
www.valeofglamorgan.g 
ov.uk 


Inspiring talk 
by headteacher 

CADOXTON (Barry) WI’s first meeting 
of the New Year got off to a great start 
when members eagerly paid their subs 
and deposits for the many trips that have 
been organised. 

The speaker, Mrs Hayward, the inspirational 
headteacher of Cadoxton Primary, gave a fascinat¬ 
ing insight into her life as a teacher and told us of 
her goals for Cadoxton, many of which have 
already been achieved. 

The raffles were won by Gay and Rita. New 
members are always welcome at meetings in 
Victoria Park Community Centre on the third 
Monday of the month at 7pm. 

Contact 01446 404891 for details. CW 
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Barry Seconds’ 
fine run of 
form continues 


BARRY second XV 
returned to league 
action with a trip to 
Cardiff Harlequins. 

Coach Rhidian Scott 
and manager Ken Chow 
decided to recall Rhidian 
Mepham to partner 
Adam Lee in a new half¬ 
back partnership, with 
Marvin Cordle also 
returning for the club for 
the first time in over four 
years. 

Their preparations 
were not helped by nor¬ 
mal starting fly-half 
Flynn out with a groin 
injury, and also having to 
wake Brad White from 
his slumber just 90 min¬ 
utes before kick off in 
order to make the starting 
line-up! 

Despite these interrup¬ 
tions, the second XV 
have found a new impe¬ 
tus since their victory at 
St Peters before 
Christmas, and they car¬ 
ried on with the same 
zest in this game. 

In horrendous condi¬ 
tions which negated any 
possibility of flowing 
rugby, Barry played a 
sensible game of territory 
and possession, waiting 
patiently for their chance 
to strike. 

Lee’s boot saw his 
side camped in the 
Quins’ 22, and from a 
pre-planned move behind 
the scrum, Cordle burst 
through the tackles to 
score under the posts. 
Lee stroked over the 
extras. 

The Quins replied by 
utilising their outside 
half’s boot, but their 


REGIONAL rugby 
returns to Bridgend 
tomorrow when the 
Ospreys hit the road 
to host Sale Sharks 
at the Brewery Field 
on Friday, January 
31 (kick off 
7.30pm). 

The LV=Cup fixture 
will also kick a new part¬ 
nership between the 
Ospreys and Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC) which will see 
the club become even 
more closely involved in 
helping to nurture the 
next generation of local 
rugby stars, and also 
encourage other mem¬ 
bers of the local commu¬ 
nity to take part in physi¬ 
cal activity. 

The partnership will 
see a number of coaching 
workshops set up, while 
there will be support for 
rugby in schools, and the 
Ospreys will also be 
involved in the council’s 
youth leadership devel¬ 
opment programmes. 


efforts near the Barry line 
were scuppered by some 
superb defending, most 
notably from the back- 
row partnership of 
Goodfellow, Miles and 
Jake Adams. 

Instead it was the visi¬ 
tors who stretched their 
lead, with centre Dave 
Williams profiting from a 
handling error in the 
Harlequins midfield to 
score his fifth try of the 
season. Lee was unable 
to add the extras. 

With the wind firmly 
behind them, metaphori¬ 
cally and literally, Barry 
went for the jugular. 

They were rewarded 
with a third try just 
before half time, when 
after good work from 
Dix, White and Vidal, 
prop Andy Corne buried 
over in the corner. Lee 
failed to add the extras. 

At halftime the man¬ 
agement reminded the 
players the danger of 
complacency, but unfor¬ 
tunately the advice was 
not heeded. 

Despite the introduc¬ 
tion of Prosser, Case and 
Davies to bring renewed 
aggression in the contact 
area, Barry stood still as 
the home side got back 
into the game with a con¬ 
verted score. 

On closer inspection, 
however, the player car¬ 
rying the ball had clearly 
gone out of play and was 
not spotted by the touch 
judge. 

Undeterred by this 
minor set-back, Barry 
upped their ante and 
there were again fine 
contribution by the pack 


Welcoming the part¬ 
nership, BCBC Leader 
Mel Nott said: “Sport is a 
fantastic way to engage 
with young people and 
motivate them, and I’m 
sure that this partnership 
will result in many bene¬ 
fits for local families. 

“The Ospreys have 
tremendous experience 
of developing activities 
with schools, and I’m 
looking forward to hear¬ 
ing more about their 
work with the council’s 
Active Young People 
Department to ensure 
that local young people 
and under-represented 
groups can improve their 
quality of life.” 

Coun Nott added: 
“The Ospreys are highly 
influential within the 
world of rugby and 
beyond and we hope to 
use this influence to 
make Bridgend county 
borough a better place to 
live, work and visit.” 

Match tickets cost £10 
for adults and £5 for chil¬ 
dren, OAPs, students and 
concessions. 


in ball-carrying. 

With the visitors final¬ 
ly making their first 
foray into the Quins 22, 
substitute Kyle Case was 
on hand to burrow over 
for his first try of the sea¬ 
son. Lee missed the con¬ 
version. 

That should have been 
the signal for the flood¬ 
gates to open but instead 
complacency set in. 
Through a combination 
of good back play by the 
Quins and some tired 
tackling, the hosts scored 
two converted tries 
before the end to set up a 
grand finale. 

Fortunately for the 
green-and-whites, all 15 
players dug deep in the 
dying embers of the 
game, and when Case 
kicked the ball into 
touch, it signalled anoth¬ 
er impressive away win 
for Barry, victors by the 
slimmest of margins, 22- 
21 . 

Barry 2nd XV contin¬ 
ue their cup run this 
weekend against Old 
Illtydians, with an early 
kick off at 11am to avoid 
clashing with the Wales v 
Italy international. 

Team: Dix; Hamonda, 
Cordle, Williams, White; 
Lee, Mepham; Thomas, 
Vidal, Corne; Rolfe (c), 
Oaten; Goodfellow, 
Miles, Adams. 

Replacements: 
Davies, Prosser, Case, 
Hewitson. 

Man-of-the-match: 
Miles. 

KC 

BARRIANS LOSE 
BUT CAN HOLD 
HEADS HIGH 
On a day when Barry 
fielded three senior 
teams, it is testament 
to the size and com¬ 
mitment of the club 
that the thirds still 
managed to name 
three substitutes; the 
Barrians faced tough 
opposition in Old 
Iltydians 2nds. 

After losing the toss, 
Barry played with the 
slope and the strong wind 
advantage. They soon 
camped in the Ilts half, 
where they stayed for the 


majority of the half. 

Within the first 10 
minutes No 9 C Noble 
had to come off with a 
shoulder injury. This 
resulted in No 10 C 
Bailey stepping forward 
to provide scrum half 
cover and A Betts com¬ 
ing off the bench to slot 
in at centre. 

M Avient shuffled up 
to No 10 and had a man 
of the match perform¬ 
ance. With the scrum 
and lineout working well, 
it seemed as if it was only 
a matter of time before 
the home side would 
notch up the first score. 

The odd wrong choice 
prevented this and we 
need to be more clinical 
and take penalties when 
they are on a plate. That 
apart, the Barrians had 
the better of the first half 
and when the Ilts did 
threaten, full back Tom 
Adams knocked them 
down, with Dave Evans 
also having a good game 
in the centre. 

Tackle of game was by 
veteran Huw Davies, pre¬ 
venting a certain score 
for the visitors. Further 
injuries to No 8 J Flynn 
and lock N Fulton result¬ 
ed in the welcome return 
of J Davies and John 
Oxenham to the pack. 

With the score 0-0 at 
halftime, the Barrians 
knew they would have to 
defend well. The whole 
team dug deep and 
defended their line man¬ 
fully as the away side 
started pressurising the 
home line. 

Vitally, the visitors 
were able to bring on 
fresh legs and experience 
which ultimately swung 
the game. 

The Ilts managed to 
cross for three tries, with 
one converted, but the 
heroic defence prevented 
a bonus point fourth, the 
final score 17-0. 

The author was very 
proud of the commitment 
and teamwork displayed 
by the improving thirds. 
Every player played out 
of their skin and appreci¬ 
ation is given to those 
who had to fill in in unfa¬ 
miliar positions. 


Barry darts 
league round-up 

IN the Premier League this week, BFC 
Allsorts had an impressive 8-1 win against 
the Windsor Nomads; John Morgan hit a 
180 during the match. 

In a close match at the Park Hotel, the Weasels 
narrowly lost out to the Poachers 4-5. Mike 
Blackmore hit a 119 out shot and Richie Williams hit 
a 180. In another close match, The Plastics came out 
on top away to the Wanderers with a 4-5 victory. 

This week (January 31) sees the Barry League 
singles competition take place at the Cadoxton 
Conservative club. The competition is open to all 
players registered for a team in the Barry Darts 
league. 

Players not already entered can enter on the night 
for a £1 fee. All entries must be in by 8pm when the 
draw will be made. 

RL 


Ospreys are 
back at the 
Brewery Field 


AM 


NIPPER BOARDS 
FOR WHITMORE BAY 



WHITMORE Bay has received six brand 
new nipper racing boards, donated by 
Cabot in Barry. 


The club has been training hard in the pool in 
readiness for an exciting new season. A big thank 
you to plant manager Richard Anderton and club 
member Jeremy Neal from Cabot. 


Brothers look towards 
start of the kart season 


KART racing 
brothers Stuart 
and Oscar 
Ferguson can’t 
wait for the new 
season to start 
after ending the 
2013 campaign on 
a high. 

The pair, aged just 12 
and 11 respectively, 
made their mark at the 
end of the Llandow 
Kart Club season, with 
Stuart claiming the 
Celtic Challenge - and, 
with it, the prestigious 
‘CC’ number plate - 
while Oscar appeared 
on course to make it a 
family 1-2 after fending 
off both the reigning 
Welsh and Celtic cham¬ 
pions for much of 
December’s finale. 

Although he was 
pushed off track just 
two corners from home 
in the race for silver¬ 
ware, Oscar was 
rewarded with the driv¬ 
er of the day award, 
before ending the sea¬ 
son by being recognised 
as the ‘drivers’ driver of 
the year’ in the Honda 
Cadet class - perhaps 
the ultimate accolade 
after a typically hard- 
fought season. 

Remarkably, both 
boys have only contest¬ 
ed 26 race meetings in 
their short ‘careers’, and 
regularly pit themselves 
against rivals who race 
as much as three times a 
month. 


While the big fields 
and frenetic nature of 
Cadet class racing often 
means that the result is 
uncertain, experience 
usually plays a big part 
in determining the out¬ 
come, underlining the 
strides Stuart and Oscar 
have made in the past 
few months. 

Having got an early 
taste for driving on the 
family farm and subse¬ 
quently honed their 
craft at the Llandow 
Race Academy, the 
brothers took their first 
competitive steps in 
July 2011, improving 
sufficiently in the past 
two seasons to claim 
fourth and sixth respec¬ 
tively in the 2013 cham¬ 
pionship standings. 

December’s Celtic 
Challenge, however, 
provided further proof 
of their progress, with 
Stuart clearly the driver 
to beat as he comfort¬ 
ably topped qualifying, 
before winning both 
heats and the final. 

Oscar, meanwhile, 
was third fastest in the 
time trial before leading 
the pursuit of his elder 
brother in both qualify¬ 
ing races. 

Despite his stubborn 
defence of second place 
extending into the final, 
he was denied a podium 
appearance by last lap 
contact that sent him 
tumbling to an unrepre¬ 
sentative 19th at the 
chequered flag. 

“Winning the Celtic 


Challenge was definite¬ 
ly my best moment in 
karting,” Stuart admit¬ 
ted. “We had been run¬ 
ning towards the front 
all season, but there are 
some very good drivers 
in the Cadet class, so 
finally coming out on 
top, and at such an 
important event, was 
particularly pleasing. It 
is a shame the Oscar 
couldn’t join me on the 
podium as he had been 
driving very well all 
day, but I’m sure his 
time will come this sea¬ 
son.” 

Remaining in the 
Cadet class for 2014, 
the Kings Monkton 
School pupils will look 
to confirm their posi¬ 
tions at the front of the 
field from the first 
round on 16 February, 
as well as challenging 
for Welsh 

Championship honours 
in May. 

In the meantime, they 
will continue to repre¬ 
sent their school at 
rugby and keep up a 
football rivalry that 
comes to a head each 
time Chelsea face off 
against Manchester 
United. 

“We might be family, 
but we definitely want 
to beat each other at 
everything,” Oscar, who 
finished second in 
November’s final cham¬ 
pionship round, noted. 

“While I was happy 
to see Stuart win the 
Celtic title, it only 
makes me more deter¬ 
mined to reach the top 
step of the podium in 
2014. We’ve not been 
racing as long as some 


of our rivals, but we 
learned a lot from the 
Academy and what 
we’ve done since, and I 
hope that makes the dif¬ 
ference this season.” 

Such has been rac¬ 
ing’s influence on the 
Ferguson family over 
the past couple of years, 
father Charles has been 
persuaded to join the 
Ginetta Racing Drivers’ 
Club and will be hitting 
the tracks in support of 
the this season’s British 
Touring Car 
Championship. 

His focus, however, 
will remain on his off¬ 
spring’s endeavours at 
Llandow, with karting 
providing additional life 
lessons to those learned 
in school. 

“The boys are both 
doing well at Kings 
Monkton, and the head¬ 
master, Paul Norton, is 
very supportive of their 
racing,” Charles com¬ 
mented. 

“Paul’s leadership 
and approach to educa¬ 
tion has certainly helped 
the boys to focus and 
learn, which in turn has 
benefited their success 
at karting. But their 
time at the track also 
provides experiences 
that will undoubtedly 
help them going for¬ 
ward - working togeth¬ 
er, dealing with adversi¬ 
ty, enjoying success in 
the right way... The 
past couple of years rac¬ 
ing at Llandow has been 
very enjoyable and we 
look forward to more of 
the same in 2014 and 
beyond.” 

CL 


Barrivale 
Bridge Club 

LATEST results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club, January 21: 

Charity event for the Philippines, in which the 
club raised £54 - 1st Denis Mottram & Mick Green 
64.29%; =2nd Jane Brook & Irene Thomas and Mike 
Close & Noelle Bond 60.32%. Ann & Sean 
Macdougall won on handicap 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale, if 
you would like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your match 
reports, news and other 
items of interest - please 
email: gemeditorial 
@tindlenews. co. uk 
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TOUGH OUTING FOR ST 
CYRES GIRLS’ TEAMS 


RIGHT: 
St Cyres year-9 
basketball team. 


THE year-9 girls’ 
basketball team at 
St Cyres School 
recently played 
Cwmbran Rhymni 
and started bright¬ 
ly, taking an early 
lead - but Cwm 
Rhymni’s superior 
passing and shoot¬ 
ing skills began to 
tell. 

Cwm Rhymni ended 
the match victorious 
but the St Cyres girls 
made a valiant effort. 
Molly Owen-Ffoulkes 
was the top scorer for 
St Cyres. Megan Kupa 
and Bethan Salter were 
outstanding in their 
defensive play. 

The squad: Molly 
Owen-Ffoulkes, Megan 
Kupa, Bethan Salter, 
Morgan Dursley, Ellie 
Holloway, Fatima 
Soomro, Seren Rogers, 
Chloe Cotter, Lauren 
Mazloom, Sophie 
Burman, Sagaal 

Abdilahi, Najmah 
Musa, Laila Sama and 
Rebekah West. 

The year-7 and 8 
girls’ football team was 
playing on the same 
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Barry chess team's 
giant killing act! 


night. 

They beat Llantwit 
10 -0, with some out¬ 
standing goals from 
Rebecca Gentles, 
Bethan Taylor and 
Kayleigh Parsons. 
Amelia Davidson con¬ 
trolled the midfield and 
Hannah Lewis had an 
excellent game in 
defence. 

Bryn Hafren proved 
to be a tougher test as 
they had some strong 
players. 

St Cyres started real¬ 
ly well as Catrin Lewis 
used her speed. Sophie 
Thomas and Niamh 
Pemberton also made 
some good passes. 

The game looked to 
be over, but Bryn 
Hafren managed to get 
back to 3-2. Lauren 


9 


Richards managed to 
prevent any more goals 
to keep the score at 3-2. 
Well done to all the 
team, they endured 
some very wet condi¬ 
tions. 

The squad: Amelia 


I 


Davidson, Rebecca 
Gentles, Catrin Lewis, 
Kayleigh Parsons, 
Hannah Lewis, Bethan 
Taylor, Sophie Thomas, 
Niamh Pemberton and 
Lauren Richards. 

SB 


ONLY two matches 
took place this 
week. The Vale 
team were in the 
Welsh Premier 
League and the 
Barry Quarks in 
division two. 

The Vale team com¬ 
prised two players from 
the Penarth Chess Club, 
with the remaining four 
players members from 
Barry Chess Club. Our 
opponents on this occa¬ 
sion were the team from 
Cardigan. 

They are a strong 
team and outrated us on 
boards one through to 
four. There was little to 
choose between the rat¬ 
ings on the final board, 
although we held the 
upper hand in ratings 
terms at least on board 
five. 

Craig Woolcock and 


Nigel Ralphs earned vic¬ 
tories against opponents 
rated over 100 points 
above them and Ben 
Thomas was also a win¬ 
ner. David Sully and 
Lee Davis both earned 
excellent draws against 
opponents ranked over 
200 points higher. 

Steve Cunliffe also 
earned a draw, although 
perhaps he could have 
expected a better return. 

This was an excellent 
result, with everyone 
contributing to make the 
final score of 4.5 to 1.5 
keeping our title chal¬ 
lenge alive. After four 
of the seven rounds we 
are in second place 


behind Nidum with the 
same match points but 
we have a game in hand! 

In division two, the 
Quarks entertained the 
North Cardiff Cheetahs. 
Perhaps entertained is a 
little generous when 
both teams are in dire 
need of points. The 
Cheetahs eventually 
won the match by 3-2. 

Ken Hannah, who is 
becoming Mr Reliable 
for this team was our 
only winner with draws 
from Sam White and 
Peter Watkins. 

Still, this was a closer 
match than in our previ¬ 
ous encounter. 

Unfortunately, our 


other rivals in the relega¬ 
tion fight, the Cardiff 
Crowns unexpectedly 
picked up three points in 
their match against the 
Cardiff AJs, meaning 
that the Quarks drop 
back to ninth in the table 
and are now four points 
from safety with seven 
games still to play. 

Barry Chess Club 
meets at 7.30pm each 
Monday at the West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, 
Barry CF62 6QY. 

For more details, visit 
our website at 
h ttp ://barrych essclub.yo 
lasite.com. 

PJ 


Llantwit under-13s on 
lookout for new players 


LLANTWIT MAJOR RFC 
under-13s are currently look¬ 
ing to expand the player base 
throughout their squad. 

Whether you have previous expe¬ 
rience at playing the game or not, 
why not turn up and give it a go. 

Any player currently in school 
year-8 is eligible. 

Don’t let the fact that you may not 
have played the game before hold 
you back, as our coaches will be 


there to assist and help with all 
aspects of the game. 

As an added incentive, the team 
are currently planning a tour to 
Toulouse, France, with at least three 
fixtures against local opposition 
arranged. 

For further information on play¬ 
ing and training times and venues, 
please contact Kris Pilcher on 
07557128861 or Kerry Williams on 
07949555687for more information. 

KW 


Bombettes seek Vale sponsors 

1 AM the manager of Barry 
Ladies RFC ‘The 
Bombettes’ and am writing 


to ask for local businesses to 
consider sponsoring our com¬ 
munity-based team. 

We currently have 32 local ladies 
as registered players, with two of our 
ladies also playing regionally for the 
Blues. We have huge support from 
Barry RFC, which is also home to 
three men’s senior sides, as well as 
youth teams. 

‘The Bombettes’ have just begun 
the second half of their third season of 
rugby, having just been crowned 
League Winners of Division 2 of the 
Women’s National Leagues. 

The ladies are now part way 
through the WRU Women’s Super 
Cup which requires the team to play 
both home and away fixtures across 
the region. 


We are looking for sponsors to help 
us purchase much-needed items such 
as balls, kit bags, and water bottles - 
but mainly a new kit, as we look to be 
promoted to Division 1 for the 2014- 
2015 season. 

In return for sponsorship, your 
logo/company name will be proudly 
worn or displayed on such items, with 
exposure of your company taking 
place on match days and training ses¬ 
sions. 

Furthermore, through photographs 
and reports, your association with the 
team will be promoted through local 
press, social media and promotional 
materials such as leaflets and posters. 

I feel this would be great PR for 
local Vale companies and would very 
much welcome their support; we are 
appreciative of sponsorship for any 
amount. Please contact me on 07889 
742153 to discuss the details further. 
Rachel Baron. 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 



GOODYEAR DUNLOP 1 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

195/65 VR 15 

205/55 VR 16 

GOODYEAR #i 

EfficientGrip £01.95 

GOODYEAR #A 

EfficientGrip £00.95 

195/55 HR 16 

GOODYEAR 

205/55 VR 16 

DUNLOP eq 

BluResponse £00.95 

_ u 

Excellence f|f) 
RunOnFlat £77.50 

L_ 


EXHAUSTS 

To fit Ford Ka 1.3 '02-'08 .AA 
Rear Silencer (154-123) only £v 7.95 

BATTERIES 

With 3 YEAR WARRANTY m 

(UK063E) only £ 47.95 


BRIDGESTOnE 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £ 56.50 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £ 63.50 

205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone T001 £ 71.50 

225/45 YR17 Bridgestone S001 £ 97.50 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone S001 XL £ 115.00 


TYWES 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

iize / Make Price 

205/55WR16 Avon ZV5 £ 64.95 

215/55WR16 Avon ZV5 X/L £ 85.95 

225/45WR17 Avon ZV5 X/L £ 88.95 

225/40WR18 Avon ZV5 X/L £ 99.95 

WINTER SPECIALS 


195/65 HR 15 Avon Ice 

£69.95 


205/55 HR 16 Avon Ice 

£79.95 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 

ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 



BARRY 

Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 
Barry AA 

CF63 2QW A 

01446 733167 



STANDARD TYRES from 

A 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 

1 PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

185/65HR14 . 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR15 . 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 . 

195/65VR15 . 

205/55VR16 . 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

205/55WR16. 

215/55WR16 . 

225/45WR17. 

225/40WR18 . 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 


£ 31.95 


£ 38.50 


£ 39.95 


£ 47.95 


CARDIFF 

271 Penarth Road 
Cardiff AA ( 
CF11 8TT A 

029 20382644 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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VALE JUNIORS ARE PITCH PERFECT! 



The poor 
weather hasn’t 
impacted upon 
the Vale mini 
section. 


Jan drives in as the new 
Cottrell ladies captain! 


THE new Cottrell 
Park lady captain 
drive-in took place 
on January 16. 

Although muddy 
underfoot, the weather 
was kind and Jan 
Cosby hit a very good 
drive. The prize forthe 
flag nearest where the 
ball landed was won 
by Rusty Fone. 

This was followed 
by a nine-hole 
Stableford, won on 
countback by Helen 
Evans with 15 points 
from Jenny Knott, also 
with 15. The ladies 
met for lunch, with the 
new captain being 
clapped in. 

Following an excel¬ 
lent lunch which was 
enjoyed by all, speech¬ 
es were made and Jan 



Jan Cosby and Helen Evans 



Tessa Matthews. 


Cosby said she was 
honoured to be the 
new lady captain and 
looked forward to the 
year ahead. 

Tessa Matthews, the 
outgoing captain, 
thanked Jan for her 
help and support; Jan 
then presented Tessa 


with a present from 
the ladies and one 
from herself. 

Tessa was delighted 
and thanked all the 
ladies for their help 
and support through¬ 


out the previous year. 

Jan then presented 
Helen Evans with her 
prize for the competi¬ 
tion. 

CB 


WHEN all football throughout south 
Wales is off, the Vale of Glamorgan mini 
section are still able to play thanks to 
Parkwood offering the Astro pitch to 
them. 

This weekend we saw over 200 players using the 
venue for clubs from all over the Vale. 

The under-7s play all their matches at Barry 
Sports Centre astro from 9am to 10am. After 10am, 
it’s offered to clubs throughout the season when 
pitches are unplayable. Currently, the under-7s have 
only missed two weekends. 

It’s been a great success with the players develop¬ 
ing and learning each week. The format is four-a¬ 
side with no goalkeepers, so there are plenty of 
goals; less numbers on the pitch mean more touches, 
which will allow the child to be more comfortable on 
the ball. 

We will soon be introducing a futsal ball for the 
under-7s. The ball is slightly heavier than a normal 
ball and certainly does not bounce as much. This 
allows the players of this age more time to control 
the ball and express themselves. 

We are now the envy of a lot of leagues as we 
have for the first time met 100 per cent accreditation 
at mini level ages year-2 to year-6. Thanks to all 
clubs, coaches, helpers, players and parents for sup¬ 
porting this. 

A lot of hard work has gone on at the clubs, put¬ 
ting coaches through DBS checks and courses to 
gain the relevant qualifications to take a team on a 
Saturday morning. 


For more information on club accreditaton go to 
http://www. welshfootballtrust. org. uk/McDonaldsCl 
ubAccreditation. ink 

Wes Drew is now the new Safeguarding Officer 
for the Vale of Glamorgan League and one of Wes’ 
roles is to maintain this accreditation and work with 
Andy Pask (FDO with the FAW) to help all coaches 
and clubs continue in this vein. 

If anyone has a child who is looking to start play¬ 
ing football but doesn’t know where to start, tele¬ 
phone 07528 230362; hopefully we can put you in 
touch with a club or development centre which will 
benefit your child. 

LS 


Perfect Detail 

•Fhe smart way to vahtefe perfection* 

AAoy Wheat. Trim. Interior, Paintwork 

Bumper ft WWxtocreen Bepab 

matt6pdsmartrepalr.com 

07765 ?3?924 



09 VW Golf 2.0 TDi 140 GT 5-Dr 
Facelift. Met Silver, (Diesel), 1 Owner, 
FSH, 6 Speed, Parking Sensors, 
MFSW, Air Con, 83k 


09 BMW 3 Series 318D M Sport 4-Dr. 
Met Blue, (Diesel), Cruise & Climate 
Control, Alloys, Privacy Glass, MFSW, 91k 


08 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sport 3-Dr. Met 
Black, (Diesel), FSH, MFSW, Climate 
Control, Alloys, CD Player, 85k 


57 MINI Cooper Hatch 1.6 3-Dr. White, 
1 owner, FSH, 6 Speed, CD Player, 
Alloys, Black Roof & Wing Mirrors, 74k 


10 SKODA Octavia 1.4 TSi SE 5-Dr. 
Red, 1 Owner, FSH, 6 Speed, 

Air Con, CD Player, 56k. 


60 MERCEDES BENZ C Class 2.1 CDi 
Blue Efficiency Executive SE. Met Black, 
(Diesel), Sat Nav, 1 Owner, FSH, Parking 
Sensors, 6 Speed, Bluetooth, 77k 


58 CITROEN C4 Grand Picasso 1.6HDi 
16v VTR Plus 5-Dr. Met Grey, (Diesel), 
FSH, Air Con, Parking Sensor, Cruise 
Control, 56k. 


07 PEUGEOT 307 2.0 S 5-Dr Convertible. 
Met Silver, Auto, Parking Sensors, CD 
Player, Alloys, Climate Control, 37k. 


£5,990 



£ 



£2,990 




05 CITROEN Berlingo 1.9D Forte 
5-Dr. Met Blue, (Diesel), FSH, 

1 Owner, CD Player, 77k 


58 NISSAN Note 1.6 Acenta 5-Dr. 
Met Black, Auto, FSH, Air Con, 
Alloys, MFSW, 41k 


£4,790 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE 

In red, with leather, 42,000 miles, 

£3,495 


59 PEUGEOT 207 S 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 

£5,295 


58 SMART FourTwo Passion 

In black/silver with stop/start, 13,000 
miles, 1 owner 

£4,995 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
a/c, very nice example 

£4,495 



04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport 

In silver, 66,000 miles with Racaro 
seats, white alloys etc 

£2,495 


57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 5-Dr, s j| ver/ 33 ,000 miles, diesel 5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, I lady owner 

£3,695 £6,495 £5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 SUZUKi Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 



R3C 


58 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 


55 JAGUAR XKR 4.25. In silver, with black leather racaro 
interior, 44,000 miles, FSH, superb example at. 

£15 995 

61 SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 

41,000 miles with leather trim.£13,995 

09 VOLVO C30 2.0 Diesel Sport. In cosmic white, 43,000 
miles, coupe at.£8,995 

54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat 

nav, air scarf etc, stylish convertible at .£8,995 

11 VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£7,995 

08 MITSUBISHI Outlander 2.0 Diesel Warrior. In silver, 

with black leather, ideal 4x4 7-seater.£7,995 

BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at .£6,995 

MERCEDES A150 Elegance SE Auto. In silver, 

21,000 miles, 1 local owner.£6,995 

FORDS-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 

82,000 miles, very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG .£6,795 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at.£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.Reduced to £5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 

62,000 miles, in met silver.£5,995 

09 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi ( 86 ) Dynamique 3-dr. In black, 

33,000 mile diesel .£5,995 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

08 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 
mile diesel, in very nice condition.£5,995 

55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 

miles, 1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1 .6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 
2 owners, ideal family hatch.£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at .£5,495 

07 SSANGYONG Rexton RX 270 SE Diesel 7-Seater. In 
silver, black leather, DVD etc, 63,000 miles, 4x4 .£5,495 
55 Mercedes Cl60 Sport Edition Coupe Auto. In 
blue/black 65,000 miles, with glass roof etc . . .£5,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, 

etc, low running costs .£5,295 

10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

59 FORD Ka 1.2 Style+ In ice blue, 43,000 miles, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£4,995 

58 SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with 

stop/start, 13,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Diesel Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met 

blue, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax .£4,995 

05 JAGUAR S-Type 2.5 SE Auto. In black with black 

leather, 49,000 miles, with sat-nav.£4,995 

54 BMW 118 Diesel SE 5-Dr. In met blue, with leather 

trim, 89,000 miles .£4,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 64,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,695 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1 .8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 

mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 

54 VW Beetle 2.0 Convertable. In black, with cream 

leather heated seats, 76,000 miles.£4,695 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In 

light met blue, 89,000 miles.£4,695 

FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 


metallic .£4,495 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 

miles, low insurance.£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

08 RENAULT Megane 1.5 DCi Techrun 3-Dr. In met 

sand, 55,000 miles.£4,295 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr. In met grey, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys etc .£4,295 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£3,995 

08 FIAT Grand Punto 1.2 Active 360. In red, 51,000 

miles, sporty. Hatch at .£3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl 80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon .£3,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, a/c, alloys 

etc.£3,795 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .Reduced to £3,695 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr Climate. In black, 43,000 

miles .£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 

miles, £30 road tax .£3,695 

03 LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic, In black, 62,000 miles, 2 

owners very nice example at .£3,695 

57 FIAT Punto 1.4 Sporting In red, 77,000 miles £3,495 
07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive Estate. In met blue, 

76,000 miles and loads of space .£3,495 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red, with leather, 42,000 

miles, fantastic value at .£3,495 

05 RENAULT Kangoo 1.2. In blue, 26,000 miles, adapted 
for wheelchair access.£3,495 

54 VW Beetle 1.8T In ice blue metallic, with black leather 

trim, 52,000 miles .£3,495 

07 CITROEN C2 1.4 Furio. In red, 66,000 miles, low 
insurance.£3,295 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Sport 5-Dr. In blue, 31,000 miles, 

alloys, a/c etc.£2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 

miles. Stylish hatch .Reduced to £2,995 

08 FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 39,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

51 VOLVO C70 20V Automatic Convertable In silver, 
with navy hood and cream leather seats, 54,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Oasis 5-Dr. In black, 59,000 

miles, 1 owner with glass roof.£2,795 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Auto 5-dr. In met red, 

56,000 miles .£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 

miles, easy to get in and out .£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with 

Racaro seats, white alloys etc .£2,495 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with 
a/c, heated seats etc.Reduced to £1,695 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. 

In red, 61,000 miles, low insurance 

£3,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


pplied 
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'with new MoT and 3 months RAC 'warranty. 

our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 


Basketballers start year in fine form 


THE Cardiff and 
Vale Basketball 
season tipped off in 
early January. 

Cowbridge is once 
again fielding a number 
of sides over the range 
of age groups. As ever 
there are a number of 
returning faces and they 
are being joined by a 
flurry of fresh talent. 

In another develop¬ 
ment, the sixth form stu¬ 
dents Harry 

Stubbington, Mattie 
Roberts, Sean 

Rowlands, Alex Greaves 
and Declain Thomas (all 
veterans of a number of 
successful basketball 
seasons representing 
Cowbridge) have joined 
the coaching team. 

First up for 
Cowbridge was, fitting¬ 
ly, the return of the year 
10 championship side 
now representing the 
school in the year 11 
league. As before David 
Humphreys captained 
the side, with Tom 
Lucas and Joe Davies as 
his wingmen, Fraser 
McGhan as his muscle 
and Harvey Stockford 
running the point. New 
additions to the team 
were rookies Ben Jones 


and Peter Anderson. 
Callum Marlor from the 
Year 10 side has now 
also become a fixture in 
the side. 

The game started 
slowly for Cowbridge. 
The teams exchanged 
baskets (and misses) 
mostly for the first quar¬ 
ter before Barry started 
to get its act together 
early in the second. As 
they slowly built a small 
lead Cowbridge strug¬ 
gled to find an answer as 
their many shot attempts 
clanged off the iron 
unsuccessfully. 

The tide changed in 
the second half as 
Cowbridge found their 
way back into the game 
with the score eventual¬ 
ly being tied early in the 
fourth. As time ticked 
away Cowbridge grew 
in confidence and Barry 
started to discombobu- 
late. Once the score was 
tied at 17-17 there was 
no looking back as 
Cowbridge held on to 
win 25-19. 

Cowbridge has found 
itself flush with a wealth 
of keen talented young 
players amongst the new 
year 7s. With so many 
students attending work¬ 


out scrimmages prior to 
school in the mornings 
and after school practis¬ 
es, it became quickly 
obvious that the year 
group could easily field 
two teams. 

Undeterred by the 
knowledge that the 
youngest Vale school 
league would have them 
face off against year 8 s 
from other schools, a 
first and a second team 
was formed from the 
Year 7s. First up for 
these sides was 
Porthcawl. 

The Cowbridge A 
team took the floor first 
going up against 
Porthcawl’s year 8 side. 
Representing 
Cowbridge were Alex 
Oldham, Jamie Owen, 
Tom ApJohn-Williams, 
Rory James, Joel Carter, 
Adam Durrant and 
Sophie Hawkins. A 
close affair throughout, 
the game was also a 
physical one as the fran¬ 
tic defence by Porthcawl 
took the Cowbridge 
rookies out of their 
game early. 

While Cowbridge 
struggled to find its 
shooting touch 

Porthcawl fortunately 


Plenty of action in 
local under-11 derby 


LLANTWIT MAJOR and 
Cowbridge RFC’s under-11 
teams met at Eagleswell School 
in Llantwit Major for a derby 
match. 

The referee’s starting whistle saw 
the home side in their traditional black 
and red shirts take control of the game. 
Llantwit’s forward play was robust, 
repeatedly setting up a solid platform 
of phased possession in a series of well 
structured attacks. 

Counter attacks by the visitors were 
well executed but proved fruitless as 
the Llantwit Major forwards won 
repeated turnover ball from the tackle 
area through the rucking skills of Sam 
Deere and Kieran Daw. 

The strength of the home side attack 
was quickly rewarded with a break¬ 
away try for Morgan Thomas. 
Excellent work by Llantwit’s Jacob 
Hunt, taking on the scrum-half role in 
many of the rucks and providing the 
backs with quick ball, quickly led to a 
second try for the home team with 
Hunt crossing the line in reward for his 
follow up play. 

Cowbridge kept their heads though 
and some well timed passing down the 
back line through Harry Whittaker and 
Charlie Locke put winger Harri 
Howkins over the line for the visitors’ 
first try. 

The glory was short lived, however, 
as once again Cowbridge lost the ball 
from the tackle zone and Llantwit 
quickly turned over possession, 
spreading the ball for Ewan Heywood 
to cross the line in the corner. 

The visitors worked on their protec¬ 
tion of the ball in the tackle zone and 
this paid dividends as they spread the 
ball down the back line in a series of 
phases. Winger Oliver Jarmaine 
seized opportunities to convert 
Cowbridge’s new found possession, 
crossing the line for two tries in a mat¬ 
ter of minutes to even the scoreboard. 

With the game having quickly 
turned to a more even match, scrum 
half Iwan-Thomas Bartle followed up 
a wave of powerful forward play from 
the green and blacks with a clever dive 
across the line from behind the break¬ 
down. This was quickly followed by 
two tries from Jake Williams, the sec¬ 


ond set up by an inspired overhead 
pass from prop David Harris. 

Llantwit were not going to go down 
easily though, and Cowbridge spent 
the remainder of the first half firmly 
entrenched in defence. Despite some 
hard tackling from Cowbridge’s Rhys 
Williams, the home side kept fighting, 
ultimately resulting in Jacob Hunt 
crossing the line to bring the score 
back to 4-6 at halftime. 

Cowbridge came back for the sec¬ 
ond half inspired by their recovery dur¬ 
ing the first half. Llantwit players 
fought hard with great passing and 
breakaway efforts from Kofi Jones and 
Rhodri Richards but the visitors had 
their tails up, taking five tries in quick 
succession. 

An all hands try for Charlie Locke 
was closely followed by a forward 
drive over the line for David Harris to 
touch down. 

A defensive kick off the line by 
Llantwit fell into the hands of 
Cowbridge full back Harry Whittaker, 
who cut through the home defence for 
a sparkling solo try. Second tries for 
Harri Howkins and Charlie Locke saw 
the visitors suddenly securing firm 
control of the game. 

Llantwit threatened a late comeback 
with a hat trick try for Jacob Hunt after 
continued outstanding forward play, 
but Cowbridge responded with two 
more hat trick tries for Harri Howkins 
and Jake Williams. 

Final score 5-12 to the visitors. 

Cowbridge squad: Robbie Hawkins, 
Tom Pugh, Harri Howkins, Charlie 
Locke, Jake Williams, Sam Coates, 
Ellis Howell, David Harris, Rhys 
Williams, Gruff Ford, Harry Whittaker, 
James Gilvear, Matthew Gilvear, Tom 
O’Connor, Oliver Jarmaine, Iwan- 
Thomas Bartle, Jack Reilly, Aled 
Leitch, loan Davies, James Davies, 
Elysedd Greenwood. 

Llantwit Major squad: Jacob Hunt, 
Ewan Heywood, Kofi Jones, Morgan 
Thomas, Kieran Daw, Tom Redfern- 
Hughes, Callum Hayes, Rhodri 
Richards, Luke Thomas, Sam Deere, 
Aled Brace, Sennan Cummings-Jones, 
Sam Jenkins, Cai Ellerton. 

WL/NJ 


couldn’t use its size to 
score at the rim. By the 
third quarter Cowbridge 
had built up a small lead 
and was starting to find 
its feet. 

Porthcawl however 
roared back and slowly 
chipped away at the lead 
as Cowbridge again 
found it difficult to 
score. Fortunately time 
was trickling away and 
Cowbridge managed to 
hold on for a well- 
deserved 21-18 win. 

Looking to match the 
efforts of their peers, the 
Cowbridge B team then 
went up against 
Porthcawl’s year 7 side. 
With Bethan Edwards, 
Iwan ApJohn-Williams, 
Jess Gregory and Ella K 
Jones leading the way, 
Cowbridge had the 
upper hand for the entire 
game. 

The dribbling and 
speed of Iwan and Jess 
was too much for the 
Porthcawl defence as 
they routinely manoeu¬ 
vred around opposing 
players. Inside the paint 
nothing could stop 
Bethan Edwards as she 
hammered the opposi¬ 
tion’s front line, scoring 
over them again and 
again. 

With Cowbridge’s fab 
four playing nearly the 
entire game, around 
them were rotated the 
rest of the B team, Will 
Marsden, Culley 

Harrington, Miles 
Thomas and S ashy a 
Kandanearachchi. Each 
of these players entered 
the game brimming with 
enthusiasm and reener¬ 
gized the starters. The 
game ended with 
Cowbridge in complete 
control, winning com¬ 
fortably 24-16. 

With the prior night’s 
games taking place on 
Cowbridge’s home 
court, it was left to the 
year 9 and 11 sides to 
journey to Porthcawl to 
play their fixtures 
against them there. 

First up were year 11 
who, due to travel 
delays, literally had to 
walk straight out of the 



changing room onto the 
court and tip off against 
their opponents. The 
Cowbridge side 

remained entirely intact 
from their first game 
with the exception of 
forward Joe Davies, out 
with a hand injury. 

A few early flourishes 
from David Humphreys 
proved deceptive as an 
early lead quickly disap¬ 
peared as Porthcawl 
dominated inside and 
out and Cowbridge 
looked seriously over¬ 
matched and unpre¬ 
pared. 

At halftime the score 
stood at 17-8 and the 
unbeaten record the 
Cowbridge boys took so 
much pride in seemed in 
considerable jeopardy. 

Circumstance 
switched to Cowbridge’s 
favour in the second half 
as Porthcawl lost one of 
its key players and 
began to struggle to 
score. Slowly but surely 
the game looked 
winnable for 

Cowbridge. With little 
over a minute left Tom 
Lucas got the go ahead 
bucket on a fast break 
initiated by an amazing 
David Humphreys out¬ 
let. 

Ahead for the first 
time since early in the 
game, Cowbridge’s 21- 
20 lead didn’t last for 


long as Porthcawl man¬ 
aged to score inside with 
just a handful seconds 
on the clock. Into the 
breach however stepped 
Stockford, who took his 
man off the dribble and 
hit the game winner to 
put Cowbridge up 23- 
22. With barely any time 
left Porthcawl were 
unable to do anything 
and suffered a bitter 
defeat. 

Looking to avenge 
that stinging loss the 
year 9 Porthcawl side 
took the floor. They 
were aiming to once 
again beat their 
Cowbridge counterparts 
after handing them a 17 
point loss last season. 

With Cowbridge 
missing its star point 
guard Moses Gee, it was 
left to James Large, 
Nick Sogorb, Toby 
Upham, Jack Parry, Ellis 
Cartlidge-Llewllywn, 
Rory Chapman and 
Jamie Owen to represent 
Cowbridge. 

Unfortunately the 
impressive aggressive 
switching defence of 
Porthcawl was immedi¬ 
ately too much for 
Cowbridge as it strug¬ 
gled to create good shots 
and bring the ball up the 
court under pressure. 
Little could be done as 
the points were piled on 
and the task became 


COWBRIDGE DARTS 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


ON Tuesday, January 21, there 
was a total of 12 teams compet¬ 
ing in the Clive Blick trophy, a 
knockout competition involv¬ 
ing teams of three or four play¬ 
ers. 

At the Old Post the successful teams 
were Sally McCaver, Rob McCaver 
and John Izzard (Hare & Hounds) and 
Rosie McCaver, Paul Ward, Alun 
Evans and Jon Williams (Hare & 
Hounds). 

At the Edmondes Arms the success¬ 
ful teams were Maureen Fleming, 
Nigel Thomas and Robert Jones 
(Farmers Arms) and Linda Smith, Nick 
Smith and John Davies (Edmondes C). 

These four teams will make up the 
semi-final line-up when the Clive 
Blick trophy concludes on February 11 
at the Old Post. 

So the league standings are 
unchanged: Llanharry (80 points), 
Edmondes B (70), Edmondes C (50), 
Hare and Hounds (47), Cross Inn (43), 
Edmondes A (41), Highwayman Inn 


and Farmers Arms (38), Old Post 
Ladies (20), The Star Inn (14). 

The next matches are on Tuesday, 
February 4, when there is a full pro¬ 
gramme of league matches. Llanharry 
hosts the Edmondes B in a key clash as 
both of these teams are very strong this 
season. 

In the other matches Edmondes C 
hosts the Farmers Arms, Edmondes A 
hosts the Cross Inn, the Hare and 
Hounds hosts the Old Post Ladies 
while the Highwayman Inn hosts the 
Star Inn. The first matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators are welcome. 

For further information e-mail Paul 
at cowbridgedarts@gmail.com; up-to- 
date information can be found on the 
website: www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

It is time to start thinking about next 
season, so if a group of you is interest¬ 
ed in forming a team (six players min¬ 
imum) and your local pub is willing to 
host you, get in touch and register your 
interest. 

PJT 


increasingly insur¬ 
mountable. 

Cowbridge put up a 
strong fight however, 
never once quitting on 
each other. James Large 
led the way and draftee 
from year 7 Jamie Owen 
proved himself capable 
of playing in a year 9 
game. The final score 
ended up 33-10 to 
Porthcawl. 

With the news that 
their arch-rivals St. 
Richard Gywn had 
demolished Bro 

Morgannwg the night 
before, the Cowbridge 
boys knew it had to 
match the challenge 
against SRG. 

Only months earlier 
the Cowbridge boys had 
outlasted their devastat¬ 
ing full court press and 
defeated them in the 
championship game. 

Cowbridge looked to 
make a statement. They 
took control of the game 
immediately and never 
looked back. They 
poured in point after 
point and even found 
time for new signee 
Peter Anderson to get 
some playing time under 
his belt. The final score 
was a decisive 51-12 to 
Cowbridge. 

With just one regular 
season game left, and 
this one being against 
SRG, the Cowbridge 
year 11 side look and 
feel confident about 
their chances of defend¬ 
ing their title. 

NETBALL 
The year 8 girls played 
against Bro 

Morgannwg. 

The heavy rain had 
just stopped as we 
arrived in Barry. The 
whole game was end to 
end play with both 
teams evenly matched; 
both goalkeepers had to 
keep on their toes, our 
goalkeeper Freya 
Johnson saving many 


shots at goal. 

Bro Morgannwg took 
a 1-0 lead just before 
halftime which was the 
game’s final score, a 
frustrating match for our 
girls who although put 
plenty of pressure on 
their defence we were 
just not able to score. 

Player of the match: 
Freya Johnson 

The year 7 A & B net- 
ball team played against 
Llantwit. The A team 
won 18-0. Helena 
McCormack and Eve 
Mordecai played as the 
shooters and were con¬ 
stantly on target. Jess 
Gregory, Beth Edwards 
and Lauren Harry 
played in defence and 
didn’t allow Llantwit to 
get the ball in their 
shooting circle. 

Poppy Jenkins, Sarah 
Wynne, Ella Jones, 
Stephanie Brownhill and 
Fran Coates all played in 
the centre court and fed 
the ball well into the 
shooting circle. Eve 
Mordecai was awarded 
player of the match for 
her excellent shooting. 

In the B match 
Cowbridge won com¬ 
fortably again, 12-5. 
Charlotte Tudor was 
player of the match and 
Georgia Hole were the 
shooters. Ffion Hughes, 
Lauren Tweed, Alice 
Voysey Smith, Ella 
Jones played in centre 
court and Leah Godfrey, 
Nia Evans and Sophie 
Williams played in 
defence - well done 
girls. 

Playing away at St. 
Richard Gwyn, both 
teams played exception¬ 
ally well. Year 10 won 
12-5 with Lucy Housley 
being player of the 
match, while year 11 
won 7-17 with player of 
the match going to Kim 
Jerwood. Some out¬ 
standing netball was 
played by all. Well done 
girls! 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your match 
reports, news and other 
items of interest - please 
email: gemeditorial 
@tind\enews. co. uk 
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Wales and the Six Nations 



Amid the chaos, Gatland’s rallying call to Welsh 
players on eve of first test against the Azzurri... 


IGNORE ALL THE OFF 
FIELD SHENANIGANS’ 


- and make history! 



Three different paths: Sam Warburton is the first to sign a central contract with the WRU; while Alun Wyn Jones has opted to extend his 
contract with the Opreys region; and Leigh Halfpenny is escaping to pastures new in France. PHOTOGRAPHS by HUW EVANS AGENCY 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


A S all eyes turn to the start of the 
2014 Six Nations against Italy at 
the Millennium Stadium on 
Saturday, nothing could more graphical¬ 
ly illustrate the effect of the wide division 
at the top of a Welsh game riven by off- 
field conflict, than the opposite paths 
taken by three leading stars in the last 
week. 

While lock Alun Wyn Jones has opted to re¬ 
sign with the Ospreys, Blues’ full back Leigh 
Halfpenny is the latest to lose patience with 
the chaos and uncertainty caused by the long 
drawn-out rift between the Welsh Rugby 
Union and the four professional regions, and 
is joining the ‘player drain’ to France. 

Meanwhile, his regional team mate and 
Wales skipper, Sam Warburton, has become 
the first squad player to sign a central con¬ 
tract with the governing body, turning down 
lucrative financial offers from France in 
order to continue playing in and for Wales. 

(Astonishingly, his loyalty has been reward¬ 
ed with venomous personal attacks on social 
media by regional supporters). 

It all went to underline that even on the eve 
of a potentially historic tournament, with the 
Welsh squad striving for their third succes¬ 
sive championship title and a possible fourth 
Grand Slam, the warring parties in board- 
room suits have seemed incapable of settling 
their differences around the negotiating table. 

If anything, their positions hardened last 
week with Blues’ chairman Peter Thomas 
warning that the final deadline the regions 
had given the WRU to sanction alternative 
competitions to the RaboDirect Prol2 
(tomorrow, Friday) was still in place, other¬ 
wise they would pursue “other cross-border 
options” with the English Premiership clubs. 

“The product we have got is unacceptable to 
the public - you either have to improve or 
change it. If it doesn’t sell, we’re going to die... 
Regional rugby is dying by a thousand cuts,” 
he maintained. 

Meanwhile the WRU reiterated its firm 
opposition to non-officially sanctioned compe¬ 
titions with a terse statement, following a Six 
Nations council meeting last week, that while 
“committed to finding a Six Nations resolution 
for European rugby in the interests of the 
game....the council also reaffirms its commit¬ 
ment to abide by International Rugby Board 
regulations .” 

With off-field peace talks seemingly dead¬ 
locked, and with their Azzurri opponents 
about to descend on Cardiff, Wales’ head 
coach Warren Gatland moved swiftly to turn 
the team’s focus on to more immediate on¬ 
field matters: “ Whatever the political issues 
are, those are things we, as players and coach¬ 
es, cannot affect. The things we CAN control 
are what happens here in camp and perform¬ 


ances on the field. I suppose in a way, it’s a 
nice distraction to have,” he averred. 

“You get a sense when the players come into 
camp what it means to play for Wales. It means 
a hell of lot to them to put that red jersey on 
with three feathers. Often they give us perform¬ 
ances that belie the expectation of what their 
club form has been. 

“I know the players always look forward to 
coming into camp. They know it’s going to be 
tough, they know they are going to work hard, 
but they are motivated, they enjoy the environ¬ 
ment. 

He went on to stress: “ They are being chal¬ 
lenged all the time and that creates healthy 
competition to drive us on and be successful. 
It’s a happy camp. 

“As well as being able to put all the political 
shenanigans to one side for a couple of 
months, the Welsh players also have the oppor¬ 
tunity to cement their place in legend by boldly 
going where no team has gone before. ” 

The players have had the success of the 
1970s team rammed down their throat year 
after year - but “that was 40-odd years ago” 
and it was time for a new era to have success 
in Welsh rugby. 

“ We’ve got a group of world class players 
here. Many had come back from the Lions tour 


full of confidence. Hopefully, they can build on 
that, not just in this tournament, but through to 
the Rugby World Cup.” 

Skipper Sam Warburton also expressed 
confidence, saying: “We’ve got used to the 
taste of success in the Six Nations and it does 
have a knock-on effect for the following year, 
but no-one is underestimating how tough it will 
be to win the title again. ” 

Given the background turmoil, some may 
feel relieved that it is Italy providing the first 
challenge to Wales’ record-breaking quest, 
but after shock home wins over Ireland and 
France, and leapfrogging them in last year’s 
Six Nations’ table, the Azzurri cannot be 
taken lightly. 

Wales will need to come out of the blocks 
firing from the outset, unlike their opening 
game against Ireland last year when a turgid 
first half undoubtedly cost them a Grand 
Slam - even though, to their immense credit, 
they recovered to claim a back-to-back cham¬ 
pionship in that epic finale against England at 
the Millennium Stadium. 

Despite the fact that they have won 17 of 
their 20 previous encounters with Italy since 
they first met in 1994, the Welsh camp will 
nevertheless be wary of slipping on the 
proverbial banana skin - even if their oppo¬ 


nents can point to only one narrow success 
against Wales in 2007 (23-20 in Rome); and 
an 18-18 draw in Cardiff the year previously, 
having joined the Six Nations in 2000. 

“The target is to make rugby history by 
becoming the first country to win three succes¬ 
sive Six Nations titles. I think that’s the real 
focus” says Gatland. 

If his players can shrug off the “political 
shenanigans” and retain that focus, by 
Saturday evening they should have cleared 
the first hurdle. 

WALES team v Italy: 

Leigh Halfpenny (Cardiff Blues); Alex 
Cuthbert (Cardiff Blues), Scott Williams 
(Scarlets), Jamie Roberts (Racing Metro), 
George North (Northampton Saints); Rhys 
Priestland (Scarlets), Mike Phillips 
(Racing Metro); Paul James (Bath), 
Richard Hibbard (Ospreys), Adam Jones 
(Ospreys), Luke Charteris (Perpignan), 
Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys, captain), Dan 
Lydiate (Racing Metro), Justin Tipuric 
(Ospreys), Toby Faletau (NG Dragons). 
Replacements : Ken Owens (Scarlets), 
Ryan Bevington (Ospreys), Rhodri Jones 
(Scarlets), Andrew Coombs (NG Dragons), 
Sam Warburton (Cardiff Blues), Rhys 
Webb (Ospreys), James Hook (Perpignan), 
Liam Williams (Scarlets). 


































